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Assurances, Affirmations and Declarations 
 

Ćnimo Jackie Robinson Charter High School (also referred to herein as ñĆnimo Jackie Robinsonò and 

ñCharter Schoolò) shall:  

 Be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other 

operations. (California Education Code (hereinafter ñEd. Codeò) Ä 47605(e)(1).)  

  Not charge tuition. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(1).)  

  Not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of disability, gender, gender identity, gender 

expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic 

that is contained in the definition of hate crimes set forth in section 422.55 of the Penal Code, 

including immigration status. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(1); Ed. Code § 220.)  

 Except as provided in Education Code section 47605(e)(2), admission to a charter school shall 

not be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or legal 

guardian, within this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to 

a charter school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to 

pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that school. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(1).)  

 Admit all pupils who wish to attend Charter School. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(2)(A).)  

 Except for existing pupils of Charter School, determine attendance by a public random drawing if 

the number of pupils who wish to attend Charter School exceeds Charter Schoolôs capacity. 

Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending Charter School and pupils who reside 

in the Los Angeles Unified School District (also referred to herein as ñLAUSDò and ñDistrictò). 

Preferences shall not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with disabilities, academically 

low-achieving pupils, English learners, neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils 

who are economically disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price 

meal program, foster youth, or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation, 

and shall not require mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued 

enrollment. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(2)(B).)  

 Charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the Charter School to disenroll 

from the Charter School or transfer to another school for any reason, including, but not limited to, 

academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics 

described in Education Code section 47605(e)(2)(B)(iii). (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(4).)  

 If a pupil is expelled or leaves Charter School without graduating or completing the school year 

for any reason, Charter School shall notify the superintendent of the school district of the pupilôs 

last known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a 

copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and 

health information. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(3).)  

 Meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Education 

Code sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil 

assessments applicable to pupils in non-charter public schools. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(1).)  

 Consult, on a regular basis, with Charter Schoolôs parents, legal guardians, and teachers regarding 

the schoolôs educational programs. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(2).)  
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Charter School hereby declares that Charter School, operated as or by its nonprofit public benefit 

corporation, is and shall be the exclusive public school employer of Charter Schoolôs employees for the 

purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act (EERA), Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 

3540) of Division 4 of Title I of the Government Code. Charter School shall comply with all provisions of 

the EERA and shall act independently from LAUSD for collective bargaining purposes. In accordance 

with the EERA, employees may join and be represented by an organization of their choice for collective 

bargaining purposes.  

NOTE: This Charter contains specific ñDistrict Required Languageò (DRL), including the Assurances, 

Affirmations, and Declarations section above. The DRL should be highlighted in gray within each Charter 

element or section. The final section of the Charter provides a consolidated addendum of the DRL. This 

intentional redundancy facilitates efficient charter petition review while ensuring ready access to the DRL 

for any given section of the Charter. To the extent that any inconsistency may exist between any provision 

contained within the body of the Charter and the DRL contained in the addendum, the provisions of the 

DRL addendum shall control.  
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Element 1: The Educational Program 
 

ñThe educational program of the charter school, designed, among other things, to identify those whom 

the charter school is attempting to educate, what it means to be an ñeducated personò in the 21st century, 

and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of enabling 

pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.ò (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(5)(A)(i).) 

 

ñThe annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of pupils identified 

pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 

52060, that apply for the grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter 

petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, and the specific 

annual actions to achieve those goals.ò (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(5)(A)(ii).) 

 

ñIf the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, a description of the manner in which the 

charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and 

the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school 

that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable 

and courses approved by the University of California or the California State University as creditable 

under the ñAò to ñGò admissions criteria may be considered to meet college entrance requirements.ò 

(Ed. Code § 47605(c)(5)(A)(iii).) 

 

LOCAL CONTROL FUNDING FORMULA (LCFF)  AND LOCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN 

(LCAP) 

 

Charter School acknowledges and agrees that it must comply with all applicable laws and regulations 

related to AB 97 (2013) (Local Control Funding Formula), as they may be amended from time to time, 

which include the requirement that Charter School shall annually submit a Local Control and 

Accountability Plan (LCAP)/annual update to the Los Angeles County Superintendent of Schools and the 

Charter Schools Division (CSD) on or before July 1. In accordance with Education Code sections 47604.33 

and 47606.5, Charter School shall annually update its goals and annual actions to achieve those goals 

identified in the charter pursuant to Education Code section 47605(c)(5)(A)(ii), using the Local Control and 

Accountability Plan template adopted by the State Board of Education, as it may be changed from time to 

time. Charter School shall comply with all requirements of Education Code section 47606.5, including but 

not limited to the requirement that Charter School ñshall consult with teachers, principals, administrators, 

other school personnel, parents, and pupils in developing the local control and accountability plan and 

annual update to the local control and accountability plan.ò (Ed. Code Ä 47606.5(d).) 

 

ACADEMIC CALENDAR AND SCHEDULES 

 

Charter School shall offer, at a minimum, the number of minutes of instruction set forth in Education Code 

section 47612.5, and the number of school days required by California Code of Regulations, title 5, section 

11960.   

 

MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT  

 

Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements of the California Mathematics Placement Act 

of 2015. 

 

TRANSITIONAL K INDERGARTEN  

 



 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson Charter High School (2021-2026)     September 2020 

 

Green Dot Public Schools California  6 

 

Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements regarding transitional kindergarten. For 

purposes of admission to Charter School, transitional kindergarten shall be considered a part of 

kindergarten, and therefore students enrolled in transitional kindergarten at Charter School shall be 

considered existing students of Charter School for purposes of Charter Schoolôs admissions, enrollment, 

and lottery.   

 

WASC ACCREDITATION  

 

If Charter School serves students in grades 9-12, before Charter School graduates its first class of students, 

Charter School shall obtain, and thereafter maintain, Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) 

accreditation. 

 

ENGLISH LEARNERS 

 

Charter School shall identify potential English Learners in a timely manner in accordance with all 

applicable legal requirements. Charter School must provide all English Learners with an effective English 

language acquisition program that also affords meaningful and equitable access to Charter Schoolôs core 

academic curriculum. Instructional plans for English Learners must be (1) based on sound educational 

theory; (2) adequately supported with trained teachers and appropriate materials and resources; and (3) 

periodically evaluated to make sure the program is successful and modified when the program is not 

successful.   

 

On an annual basis, upon request, Charter School shall submit a certification to the LAUSD Charter Schools 

Division (CSD) that certifies that Charter School has adopted and is implementing either the LAUSD 

Master Plan for English Learners and Standard Engish Learners or Charter Schoolôs own English Learner 

(EL) Master Plan. If Charter School chooses to implement its own EL Master Plan, the plan shall provide 

a detailed description of Charter Schoolôs EL program, and shall address the following:  

 

 How Charter Schoolôs EL Master Plan provides all of its English Learners, including but not limited 
to Long Term English Learners (LTELs) with an effective English language acquisition program 

as well as meaningful and equitable access to Charter Schoolôs core academic curriculum 

 How English Learnersô specific needs will be identified 

 What services will be offered 

 How, where, and by whom the services will be provided 

 How Charter School will evaluate its EL program each year, and how the results of this evaluation 

will be used to improve the program, including the provision of EL services 

 

Each year, Charter School shall provide to the CSD a report on its annual evaluation of the effectiveness of 

its EL program. Upon request, Charter School shall provide a copy of its current EL Master Plan to the 

CSD. 

 

Charter School shall administer the CELDT/ELPAC annually in accordance with federal and state 

requirements.  

 

Charter School shall reclassify English Learners in accordance with federal and state requirements. 

 

Charter School shall provide parent outreach services and meaningfully inform parents with limited English 

proficiency of important information regarding Charter School matters to the same extent as other parents. 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES  
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Federal Law Compliance 

 

Charter School shall adhere to all provisions of federal law related to students with disabilities including, 

but not limited to, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act of 1990, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004. 

 

Special Education Program 

 

Charter School shall ensure that no student otherwise eligible to enroll in Charter School shall be denied, 

directly or indirectly, admission due to a disability or to Charter Schoolôs inability to provide necessary 

services. Charter School acknowledges that policies and procedures are in place to ensure the recruitment, 

enrollment, service, and retention of students with disabilities at LAUSD-authorized charter schools, 

including Charter School.  

 

Prior to LAUSD Board of Education approval of an initial Charter petition, and if a renewing Charter 

School intends to operate as a ñschool of the districtò for special education services, Charter School shall 

execute a Memorandum of Understanding (ñMOUò) by and between LAUSD and Charter School regarding 

the provision and funding of special education services consistent with applicable state law and the LAUSD 

Special Education Local Plan Area (ñSELPAò) Local Plan for Special Education  and shall be considered 

a ñpublic school of the Districtò for purposes of Special Education pursuant to Education Code section 

47641(b).  However, Charter School reserves the right to make written verifiable assurances that it may 

become an independent local educational agency (LEA) and join a SELPA pursuant to Education Code 

section 47641(a) either on its own or with a grouping of charter school LEAs as a consortium following the 

requirements of Education Code section 56195.3(b).  In this instance, Charter School will execute a MOU 

with LAUSD on provisions of special education as a member of a non-LAUSD SELPA. 

 

SELPA Reorganization  

 

The Los Angeles Unified School District is approved to operate as a single-District SELPA under the 

provisions of Education Code section 56195.1(a). As a  single-District SELPA, the District has created two 

charter school sections (District-operated Programs and Charter-operated Programs) under the 

administration of one single Administrative Unit pursuant to a reorganization plan approved by the Board 

of Education on January 4, 2011 (149/10-11). Full implementation of the reorganized LAUSD SELPA 

commenced in the 2013-2014 school year requiring all District-authorized charter schools to elect one of 

the three options available under the LAUSD SELPA. Prior to an option election, all District-authorized 

charter schools were required to participate as a school of the District under the District-Operated Programs 

Unit. Prior to the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year, all District-authorized charter schools, other than 

those that had previously executed an Option 3 Memorandum of Understanding (ñMOUò), were required 

to execute a new MOU setting forth the LAUSD SELPA option election for the remainder of the charter 

petition term. The Charter-operated Program schools do not have LEA status for the purposes of special 

education but will function in a similar role in that each charter school will be responsible for all special 

education requirements, including but not limited to services, placement, due process, related services, 

special education classes, and special education supports. Charter schools that have elected to participate 

in a District-operated programs option may apply for membership in the Charter-operated Program section 

of the SELPA. Charter schools accepted for participation in the Charter-operated Programs section receive 

support from a Special Education Director for the Charter-operated Programs.  

 

Use of Districtôs Special EducationPolicies and Procedures and Data Systems 
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All charter schools approved by the LAUSD Board of Education are bound by and must adhere to the terms, 

conditions and requirements of orders imposed upon the District pertaining to special education.  All charter 

schools are required to use the Districtôs Special Education Policies and Procedures Manual and Welligent, 

the District-wide web-based software system used for online Individualized Education Programs (ñIEPsò) 

and tracking of related services provided to students during the course of their education. 

 

All charter schools are required to interface with My Integrated Student Information System (MiSiS) via a 

web based Application Programming Interface (API). MiSiS is a suite of applications which is designed to 

capture all student data. 

  

GENERAL INFORMATION   

 The contact person for the Charter School is: Kristin Botello 

 The contact address for the Charter School is: 3500 S. Hill Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90007 

 The contact phone number for the Charter School is: 323-565-1600 

 The current address of the Charter School is: 3500 S. Hill Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90007 

 This location is in the LAUSD Board District: 2 

 This location is in the LAUSD Local District: Central 

 The grade configuration of the Charter School is: 9-12 

 The number of students in the first year will be: 617 

 The grade level(s) of the students in the first year will be: 9-12 

 Charter Schoolôs scheduled first day of instruction in 2021-2022 is: August 11, 2021 

 The enrollment capacity is: 617 

 The type of instructional calendar (e.g., traditional/year-round, 

single track/multi-track, extended day/year) will be: 
Traditional 

 The bell schedule for Charter School will be: See Element 1, ñSample Bell 

Schedule (Daily Schedule)ò 

 The term of this Charter shall be from:  July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2026 

 

Strategy for Transforming Los Angeles Secondary Public Education 

Green Dot Public Schools California (ñGreen Dotò or ñGreen Dot Californiaò), a non-profit public benefit 

and charter management organization, is leading the charge to help transform public education so all 

students graduate prepared for college, leadership and life.  Green Dotôs efforts are helping to implement 

a small schools model for all schools, and are raising the public's awareness around the need for high 

quality, small public middle schools and high schools.   

 

Green Dot currently operates 19 successful charter schools, 15 of which are authorized by the Los 

Angeles Unified School District. Green Dot serves over 11,500 students in some of the highest-need areas 

of Los Angeles. Our schools are located in the following communities: South Los Angeles, Watts, Boyle 

Heights, Inglewood, Lennox and Venice.     

 

Ćnimo Jackie Robinson Charter High School (ñĆnimo Jackie Robinsonò or ñCharter Schoolò or 

ñSchoolò) is a charter high school opened by Green Dot in 2006.  Since its opening, the school has existed 

to meet the specific needs of the students and community it serves. Ánimo Jackie Robinson provides 

students in downtown Los Angeles with an alternative choice for their high school public education.  
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New School Model for Urban High Schools 

All schools that Green Dot opens and operates are based on the school model that Green Dot has 

developed over the past seventeen years.  Green Dotôs school model has been created to ensure that Green 

Dot can consistently open high-quality schools in which students are being prepared for college, 

leadership, and life.   

 

There are three main components of a Green Dot schoolðour core values, our theory of change and our 

academic model.   

 

Green Dotôs Core Values 

 An Unwavering Belief in all Studentsô Potential  

 Passion for Excellence  

 Personal Responsibility  

 Respect for Others and the Community  

 All Stakeholders are Critical in the Education Process  

 

Green Dotôs Theory of Change   

 Firm Commitment to Serve All Students 

 Highly Effective Teachers 

 Strong School Leaders 

 Culture of Transparency, Performance & Accountability 

 

Green Dotôs Academic Model 

 Ensuring Quality Teaching and Instruction 

 Cultivating a College-going Culture 

 Eliminating Barriers to Learning 

 Promoting Leadership and Life Skills.   

 

Results of Existing Schools 

Green Dot has a proven track record of successfully serving the highest-need students in Los Angeles. All 

of our schools are addressing the needs of students who have traditionally struggled in the public school 

system, and they are achieving far greater results than comparable schools in standardized test scores, 

graduation rates, and college matriculation.  

 

Graduation and College Acceptance 

Green Dot schools have produced outstanding results: 88% of graduating seniors across Green Dot high 

schools were accepted into two-or four-year colleges.1  The graduation rates from most of our schools 

significantly outpace those of the schools where our students would have previously attended.  

 

Working with Unions to Drive Change  

As part of a comprehensive strategy to drive change and to attract and retain high quality teachers, Green 

Dot has developed a uniquely collaborative relationship with its certificated employee union.  Teachers at 

Green Dotôs schools have organized as the Asociaci·n de Maestros Unidos, which is its own bargaining 

unit, but an affiliate of the California Teachers Association (ñCTAò).  Green Dot management and the 

Asociación annually sign a Board-ratified contract that is a clear example of union reform.  Key reforms 

written into the contract and agreed to by the union were: no tenure, teacher performance evaluations, 

                                                           
1 This is an average across all Green Dot high schools over the past three years. This calculation is based on internal 

data collected by high school counselors.   
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professional work days (no defined minutes) and just cause for discipline.  Green Dot management has 

reached an agreement with the Ánimo Classified Employees Association (ñACEAò), a CTA affiliate that 

is the collective bargaining unit of classified school staff. 

 

Community Need for the Charter School 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson is a high-quality option which has served the downtown Los Angeles community 

for 14 years. Based on its record of performance, Ánimo Jackie Robinson has successfully implemented 

its educational program, which is evidenced most clearly by student growth and achievement, as well as 

high graduation rates. 

 

Context on the Student Population 

As described in the surrounding schools demographic table below, 93.4% of students at Ánimo Jackie 

Robinson qualify for free or reduced-price lunch. In addition to coming from low-income backgrounds, 

students entering Ánimo Jackie Robinson are considerably behind their peers in their academic 

performance. According to 8th grade Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) scores, students 

entering Ánimo Jackie Robinson score below the 20th percentile in both ELA and Math. For comparison, 

the District average is above the 30th percentile, and statewide average scores are above the 50th 

percentile.  

Student Incoming Performance: Ánimo Jackie Robinson, LAUSD, State of California 

 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson is committed to serving students from historically underserved communities and 

providing a high-quality education to all students. Despite the challenges faced by students at Ánimo 

Jackie Robinson, they exhibit above-average growth and graduation rates which exceed the statewide 

average. Ánimo Jackie Robinson serves a community need by providing an avenue for success to these 

students who enter high school behind their peers. By viewing these students in terms of what is possible, 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson is able to ensure students graduate prepared for college, leadership and life.  

 

Academic Performance Data and Other Performance Indicators 

Despite entering high school with SBAC scores in the twentieth percentile, 51.7 % of students at Jackie 

Robinson Met or Exceeded the Standard for English Language Arts during the 2018-19 administration of 

the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). This is significantly higher 

than the Resident Schools Median of 29.5%, even though Jackie Robinson student scores were lower than 

the district before high school. A similar pattern is repeated in SBAC mathematics scores, where the 
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percentage of Ánimo Jackie Robinson students meeting the SBAC standard is more than double the 

resident schools median. This reversal in SBAC performance demonstrates Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs 

commitment to the belief that every student, whatever their circumstances, holds the innate potential to 

achieve their goals and succeed in college, leadership, and life. 

CAASPP Performance Compared to Resident Schools

 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson is committed to improving outcomes among all numerically significant student 

groups.  

CAASPP Performance by Subgroup Over Time 

 

ELA CAASPP 

% Met or Exceeded 

Math CAASPP 

Percent Met or Exceeded 

 2018-19 2017-18 2018-19 2017-18 

All Students 52% 56% 24% 32% 

Low Income 51% 55% 24% 31% 

Latino 52% 57% 25% 32% 

Students with Disabilities 0% 0% 0% 0% 

English Learners 5% 6% 5% 0% 

Statistically significant subgroups on the 2018-19 and 2017-18 administrations of the CAASPP. 

Additional evidence of Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs success is found in student growth indicators, including 

CORE Student Growth Percentiles, Reading Inventory, and i-Ready.   

CORE Student Growth Percentiles 

According to CORE Student Growth Percentile (ñSGPò), a growth metric developed in 

collaboration with the California Department of Education which measures student growth based 

on incoming CAASPP data, students at Ánimo Jackie Robinson are growing faster than their 

peers. With SGP scores of 78 in English Language Arts and 83 in Mathematics, Jackie Robinson 

students are growing more than 78% and 83% of similar students attending schools across the 

state in English Language Arts and Math, respectively. For context, a student growth percentile of 

50 is equivalent to approximately one year of growth. 
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Reading Inventory 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson administers Reading Inventory assessments to monitor performance in 

literacy using lexile scores. Reading Inventory assessments are nationally-normed assessments. 

About half of students in the U.S. have a lexile score. This allows Reading Inventory to create 

reliable growth projections for each student.2 Reading Inventory considers average annual growth, 

derived as a function of the studentôs initial (Fall) Lexile measure, to be one year of growth for a 

student.  A student that exceeds annual growth would be exceeding what is considered a year of 

growth in a yearôs time. Therefore, we can use expected annual growth as a proxy for one year of 

growth as it pertains to the language in AB1505. 

During the 2018-19 school year, students at Ánimo Jackie Robinson grew 140% more than their 

projected growth goals, with every subgroup meeting their projected growth goals. Despite partial 

year testing in 2019-20 due to COVID-19, a similar trend was evidenced in 2019-20. By the mid-

year assessment, students had already met or were on their way to meeting their growth 

projections set by Reading Inventory.  

 

                                                           
2 Educator Guide: Lexile Framework for Reading https://lexile.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Lexile-Educator-

Guide-MM0066W.pdf 

https://lexile.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Lexile-Educator-Guide-MM0066W.pdf
https://lexile.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Lexile-Educator-Guide-MM0066W.pdf
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i-Ready Assessment 

Ánimo Ralph Bunche administers i-Ready assessments to monitor performance in math using i-

Ready scale score points. i-Ready assessments are nationally normed assessments. i-Ready 

growth projections are based on data from millions of students nationwide.3 i-Readyôs Typical 

Growth goal, which is differentiated for students based on their initial placement level, represents 

the observed average (median) growth nationally; thus, if a student achieves 100% of their typical 

growth goal in one year, that student may be considered to have made the expected/average 

progress in one year. For a group of students, the median % of typical growth achieved would be 

the recommended metric to use; and if the group attains a median of 100%, then we can conclude 

that this group of students made the expected/average progress in one year. 

 

In 2018-19, students grew 43% more than their projected growth goals in math, with every 

student group exceeding their projected growth goals. Despite partial year testing in 2019-20 due 

to COVID-19, a similar trend was evidenced in 2019-20. By the mid-year assessment, students 

were on their way to meeting their growth projections set by i-Ready. 

                                                           
3 Using i-Ready Diagnostic as a Student Growth Measure, i-Ready https://4.files.edl.io/cf97/08/09/18/180052-

8928a370-85d0-491d-b0c5-5284c8108535.pdf 

 

https://4.files.edl.io/cf97/08/09/18/180052-8928a370-85d0-491d-b0c5-5284c8108535.pdf
https://4.files.edl.io/cf97/08/09/18/180052-8928a370-85d0-491d-b0c5-5284c8108535.pdf
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Ánimo Jackie Robinson has seen significant academic growth across all student groups and the school has 

made investments to further support students with disabilities and English Learners. In order to continue 

to support subgroup growth for students with disabilities, the school has invested in five Special 

Education teachers and four Special Education aides for the upcoming year. With this additional 

investment, the school is able to implement a comprehensive co-teaching model that integrates teachers 

into content area courses for collaborative instruction with the general education teacher. Ánimo Jackie 

Robinson has also invested in additional programs such as a special education peer mentoring program 

and a partnership with the Countyôs Department of Rehabilitation that offers individualized coaching to 

support students with their post-secondary goals. As shown above, students with disabilities are on track 

to meeting their academic goals in Reading Inventory and i-Ready with over 100% of students with 

disabilities meeting their projected growth goals. 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson is committed to serving all students, including English Learners. 55% of English 

Learners are making progress on the ELPAC according to the English Language Progress Indicator. This 

is higher than the Resident Schoolsô median, Districtôs average, and Stateôs average. Additionally, 10% of 

English Learners reclassified to fully English proficient. This is particularly impressive given that 64% of 

students are Long-Term English Learners. Additionally, 38% of English Learners dual-identify as 

Students with Disabilities.  
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To support English Learners, professional development for all teachers will continue to focus on the CA 

English Language Development standards, implementation of language objectives, explicit language 

instruction and provide an integrated learning experience for all Newcomer and Long-term English 

Learners in all classrooms to increase language development and improve reclassification rates. 

Graduation Rates 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson is committed to ensuring that all students are graduating from high school at high 

rates and are prepared for college, leadership, and life. According to the California Dashboard, Jackie 

Robinsonôs 2018-19 graduating cohort graduation rate was 95%. To give this context, the Resident 

Schools Median graduation rate in 2019 was 78% and the statewide average was 85%. In addition, Ánimo 

Jackie Robinson boasts a high A-G graduation rate. In 2018-19, 88% of students graduated having met 

the A-G course requirements, as compared to the Resident Schools Median and State averages of 59% 

and 51%, respectively. This is particularly impressive given that Green Dot requires students to achieve a 

C or better in A-G course requirements. 

 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, internal data for 2020 suggests that graduation rates and A-G rates 

remained high. In 2020, 94% of cohort seniors graduated, with 84% of those completing A-G 

requirements.  
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On top of strong graduation rates, Ánimo Jackie Robinson celebrates high college acceptance and 

attendance rates. 94% of graduates from the class of 2019 were accepted to and are now attending two- or 

four-year colleges.4 For the 2017 class (the most recent class with this data), 84% of graduates persisted 

to their second year of college. This information clearly demonstrates that Jackie Robinson is following 

its mission of preparing students for college, leadership, and life. 

Graduation Rates by Subgroup  

Ánimo Jackie Robinson is cognizant of statewide disparities in graduation rates, and is committed to 

ensuring all its students are able to graduate. According to California Schools Dashboard data, Ánimo 

Jackie Robinson outperforms the state graduation rates for every subgroup with available data. 

 

Subgroup Ánimo Jackie Robinson Statewide 

Latinx  95.1% 83.8% 

Economically Disadvantaged 95.3% 83.3% 

English Learners 89.5% 72.7% 

Students with Disabilities 92.3% 70.7% 

Beyond achievement measures, Ánimo Jackie Robinson fosters a strong, positive school culture. 

According to a survey given to families of students at Jackie Robinson, 98% of families said that they 

would recommend the school to a friend. According to data from the Dashboard, suspension rates at 

Jackie Robinson are low, at 2.2 - 2.6% for the 2018-19 school year (CDE- and LAUSD-calculated rates, 

respectively). Internal assessments for the 2019-20 school year indicate a rate between 1.71 and 1.80%, a 

decrease from the previous year. Chronic absenteeism at Ánimo Jackie Robinson is also low, at 9.7%, 

which is nearly half the District chronic absenteeism rate of 18.2%. 

Additionally, Ánimo Jackie Robinson has also proven its ability to improve student performance per 

LAUSDôs Annual Performance-Based Oversight Visit report.  Ánimo Jackie Robinson received the 

following scores on its 2019-20 Annual Performance-Based Oversight Visit Report: an Accomplished 

rating in Governance, and Proficient ratings in Student Achievement and Organizational Management and 

Operations. These district-based evaluations further demonstrate Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs ability to 

serve the student population and stability as a high-quality option for the Los Angeles community.   

Lastly, as part of Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs mission to prepare students for college, the school offers 17 

electives courses and 8 AP courses in Math, English, Science, Government, Spanish, and history. After 

the school day ends, Jackie Robinson provides high-quality after-school opportunities with 10 athletic 

teams and 15 other programs ranging from the College Knowledge Club to the RAD in the Neighborhood 

Art Club. This allows students and families to explore their interests, improve their college-readiness, and 

engage intellectually and socially beyond the school day. Additionally, Ánimo Jackie Robinson partners 

with a number of organizations to provide academic and social-emotional intervention programs, enhance 

studentsô college readiness and contribute to the surrounding community. 

                                                           
4 This calculation is based on internal data collected by high school counselors. 
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Summary 

Students entering Ánimo Jackie Robinson are considerably behind their peers. After starting high school 

at Jackie Robinson, however, students exhibit high growth and attain high levels of achievement. They 

graduate at high rates and persist in their college education. The data demonstrates that Ánimo Jackie 

Robinson serves its community well, and has clear and convincing evidence for renewal. 

School Accomplishments 

ǒ Ánimo Jackie Robinson celebrates tremendous growth in English Language Arts, with students 

meeting or exceeding the SBAC standard at a rate more than 20% higher than the Resident 

School Median. 

ǒ In the 2018-19 school year, Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs cohort graduation was 95%. Furthermore, 

88% of high school seniors in the 2018-19 school year completed their A-G course requirements, 

compared to the district average of 59%. 

ǒ Graduation rates across subgroups at Ánimo Jackie Robinson remain high, with rates near or over 

90% in every category. 

 Ćnimo Jackie Robinson is a Western Association of Schools and Collegesô (WASC) accredited 

school, receiving a 6-year WASC accreditation through June 30, 2023.   

ǒ Ánimo Jackie Robinson has maintained a school suspension rate under 5% for the past four years 

(2015-16 through 2018-19), and is committed to further reducing its out-of-school and in-school 

suspension rate through Green Dotôs updated approach to discipline and student interventions.5 

ǒ Ánimo Jackie Robinson has had historically high average daily attendance rates for the past three 

school years (2016-17 2017-18, and 2018-19 school years), averaging at 96.5%. 

ǒ 98% of families would recommend Ánimo Jackie Robinson to a friend, signifying a high level of 

satisfaction with the school.6 

ǒ Ánimo Jackie Robinson was listed in the top 25% Best High Schools according to the U.S. News 

& World Reportôs 2020 Best High School Rankings. 

 

Areas of Challenge 

 Ánimo Jackie Robinson will continue improving outcomes for all students in English Language 

Arts and Math. The most recently available CAASPP data is from the 2018-19 school year. Since 

then, Ánimo Jackie Robinson has instituted a number of practices to continue improving 

academic outcomes. In order to improve academic outcomes in English Language Arts, Green 

Dot adopted a new English curriculum. To support the curriculum all teachers participated in 

summer professional development as well as ongoing training and coaching throughout the year. 

Administrators attended summer professional development to prepare for classroom 

walkthroughs and data analysis focused on targeted improvement in English classes.  In order to 

improve outcomes in Math, the Green Dot Math Department instituted a strategic plan that used 

classroom walkthroughs to monitor for rigorous instruction focused on building conceptual 

understanding. To support the focus on rigorous math instruction, the school continues to 

participate in Math Mondays ï a weekly walkthrough of all math classrooms by the 

administrative team to observe math instruction, assess pacing of curriculum, and determine next 

steps for coaching math teachers. Twice per year, these visits will be joined by the Chief 

Executive Officer, Chief Academic Officer, and Director of Math and Science Programs.  

 Ánimo Jackie Robinson saw a decline in A-G rates and the California Department of Educationôs 

college-career indicator. While internal rates project a significant improvement to A-G rates in 

                                                           
5 Data was calculated by using internal suspension logs to apply the California Department of Educationôs 

suspension rate calculation. 
6 Based on results from an internal survey administered to parents in the 2018-19 school year. 
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2019-20, Ánimo Jackie Robinson remains focused on ensuring students are on track for college. 

To do so, it is partnering with Green Dotôs College and Persistence Team to receive additional 

professional development, improve data collection and implement best practices. Counselors will 

partner with Advisory teachers to ensure a comprehensive focus on A-G and college readiness 

beginning in the 9th grade. 

 In the transition from CELDT to ELPAC testing, Ánimo Jackie Robinson saw a decrease in its 

reclassification rates. Ánimo Jackie Robinson will continue to focus on how to best serve its 

English Learner population with a number of interventions as well as both Designated and 

Integrated ELD for all English Learners to ensure they receive the supports necessary to graduate.  

 Although Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs chronic absenteeism rate is significantly lower than the 
Resident Schools Median, District Average and State Average, Ánimo Jackie Robinson will 

continue to monitor chronic absenteeism rates. In particular, Green Dot has partnered with Every 

Day Labs to improve parent and student outreach through increased and targeted communication 

based on weekly data analysis. 

 Ánimo Jackie Robinson has reduced suspensions and is committed to further reducing its 

suspension rate using alternatives to suspensions, positive behavioral intervention and supports, 

and a multi-tiered system of supports. 

 Lastly, the COVID-19 pandemic has both immediate and long-term effects on Ánimo Jackie 

Robinsonôs student population. The Charter School will continue to work with its multi-tiered 

system of supports to ensure studentsô academic, social and emotional needs are being met.  

 

Eligibili ty for Charter Renewal  

The Charter School is eligible for a five-year renewal term under the applicable renewal standard articulated 

in Education Code Section 47607.2(b)(1), consistent with the determination by the California Department 

of Education that the Charter School is a ñmiddle tierò school.7  Section 47607.2(b) provides that: 

 

(1) é [T]he chartering authority shall consider the schoolwide performance and 

performance of all subgroups of pupils served by the charter school on the state indicators 

included in the evaluation rubrics adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5 and the 

performance of the charter school on the local indicators included in the evaluation rubrics 

adopted pursuant to Section 52064.5. 

 

(2) The chartering authority shall provide greater weight to performance on measurements of 

academic performance in determining whether to grant a charter renewal. 

 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson shows evidence of success on both statewide and local indicators.  

  

Indicator  2018 State 2018  

AJR 

 2019 State 2019 

AJR 

 Statewide Indicators 

CAASPP ELA      

CAASPP Math      

Suspension Rate      

College/Career      

Graduation Rate      

                                                           
7 See https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/documents/ab1505results2020.xlsx at row 144. 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/documents/ab1505results2020.xlsx
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EL Progress Rate    48.3% 

(Medium) 

55.1% (High) 

  Local Indicators 

Basics: Teachers, 

Instructional Materials, 

Facilities 

 Standard Met   Standard Met 

Parent and Family 

Engagement 

 Standard Met   Standard Met 

Local Climate Survey  Standard Met   Standard Met 

Access to a Broad 

Course of Study 

 Standard Met   Standard Met 

Implementation of 

Academic Standards 

 Standard Met   Standard Met 

 

The applicable renewal standard also requires the Charter Schoolôs renewal petition to satisfy the 

following additional criteria with ñverified data:ò 

 (3) In addition to the state and local indicators, the chartering authority shall consider clear 

and convincing evidence showing either of the following: 

(A) The school achieved measurable increases in academic achievement, as 

defined by at least one yearôs progress for each year in school. 

(B) Strong postsecondary outcomes, as defined by college enrollment, persistence, 

and completion rates equal to similar peers. 

As shown in the data above, Ánimo Jackie Robinson also demonstrated clear and convincing evidence of 

annual measurable increases in academic achievement and progress, equivalent on average to a year or 

more than a yearôs progress for each year in school, based on nationally-normed assessments, Reading 

Inventory and i-Ready, as well as the Charter Schoolôs CORE student growth percentiles, which are based 

on statewide assessment data. These data points present clear and convincing evidence of measurable 

increases in academic achievement. (Education Code Section 47607.2(b)(3)(A).)  

 

Another way Green Dot evaluates the success of its schools is by the California Charter Schools 

Association (ñCCSAò) accountability framework, explained below. The report below is an evaluation of 

our school according to the CCSAôs framework based on publicly available academic indicators. All non-

DASS public schools with 30+ CAASPP test-takers and in operation for 4 or more years are evaluated by 

the CCSA based on the past three yearsô worth of assessment results and post-secondary outcomes. 

 

Per CCSAôs accountability framework, as described below, our school is above CCSAôs minimum 

academic criteria and has met the academic threshold for CCSAôs public advocacy support for 

renewal.  

 

Every school in the Los Angeles Unified School District catchment is evaluated on the following criteria, 

and is considered ñaboveò if the school is able to demonstrate academic success on at least one of the 

following metrics:  

 State Rank (Academic Status): DF3 decile rank of 4 or more in 2 of the past 3 years (DF3 is 

described below). Academic Status is the schoolôs DF3 compared to all other eligible public 

schools in California, using decile rank.   

 Similar Schools Rank (SSR): SSR of 4 or more in 2 of the past 3 years. The Similar Schools 

Rank is a 1-10 decile ranking of average student test results, after taking into account the 

demographics of a schoolôs tested students. 
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For Elementary and Middle Schools:  

 Academic Growth: Above the 75th percentile in DF3 growth over the past 3 years (between 2015 

and 2017, this was 18+ points). Academic Growth is the amount of change in a schoolôs average 

DF3 over the past three years, and shows that the school is making some progress toward having 

all students meet ELA and Math proficiency standards.   

For High Schools:  

 Post-secondary readiness: 75% of graduating seniors have completed the minimum course 

requirements of the University of California/California State University system with a ñCò or 

better in 2 of the past 3 years. 

  

Regardless of whether a school is above on any one of the above metrics, if a school is in the bottom 5 

percent of performance statewide on DF3 in 2 of the past 3 years, the school is required to participate in a 

Multiple Measure Review in order to determine eligibility for CCSAôs public advocacy support for 

renewal. The Charter School was not required to participate in the Multiple Measure Review. 

 

Additional information about CCSAôs accountability framework: 

- CCSA ranks the DF3 score given to every eligible public school in the state from lowest to 

highest into percentiles (1-100) and 10 decile ranks. The 1st percentile is equivalent to the lowest 

1% of schools statewide, while the 1st decile translates to the bottom 10% of schools (1-10), 

according to the schoolsô average CAASPP results. Conversely, the 10th decile rank is equivalent 

to a school having an average DF3 in the top 10% of schools statewide (91-100). A schoolôs 

percentile and decile rankings are used to evaluate whether the school is meeting minimum 

academic performance.  

- CCSAôs accountability framework is in alignment with California Education Code §§47607 in its 

similar use of State Rank and Similar Schools Ranks as well as prioritizing ñpupil academic 

achievement for all groups of pupils served by the charter school as the most important factorò in 

determining whether to advocate for the renewal or non-renewal of the school. CCSA uses 

California Education Code §§52066 in determining what to classify as an indicator of academic 

achievement. This is in contrast to the California Dashboard published by the California 

Department of Education, which does not prioritize or weight academic achievement greater than 

non-academic indicators.  



 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson Charter High School (2021-2026)     September 2020 

 

Green Dot Public Schools California  21 

 

 
 

Success of the Key Features of the Educational Program  

Ánimo Jackie Robinson provides students and parents with a small school environment, personalized 

approach to learning, and rigorous curriculum.  The Charter Schoolôs focus on quality teaching and 

curriculum is demonstrated by the staffôs implementation of the College-Ready Teaching Framework, 

intensive professional development on Green Dotôs academic model and Signature Strategies, and 

adoption of the Green Dot Common Assessment Program in all core subjects (i.e., Common Core-aligned 

quarterly assessments) to measure student mastery and drive instructional decisions.  In addition, there is 

a college-going culture on the campus that permeates all aspects of the Charter School.   Ánimo Jackie 

Robinson provides a Chromebook for every student with a 1:1 student to device ratio.  This focus on 

technology supports the personalized learning of every student and access to extended learning at home. 

 

Success of the Schoolôs Educational Program in Meeting the Specific Needs of its Student 

Population, Including Numerically Significant Subgroups 

Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs educational program successfully meets the needs of its diverse student 

population. Ánimo Jackie Robinson provides an alternative education model for the downtown Los 

Angeles community. Ánimo Jackie Robinson uses a data-driven collaborative approach to meet the needs 

of its students. A focus on data allows the school to individualize supports for students and provide 

appropriate intervention and acceleration.  Furthermore, the small school model offers additional support 

and attention for students who would otherwise attend large high schools serving up to 1,900 students. 

Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs target community is predominantly low-income, academically disadvantaged 

students who will benefit from the supports that will be available at Ánimo Jackie Robinson. Reflective of 

the community, Ánimo Jackie Robinson will serve a diverse student population that may include 
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advanced students, students below grade level, English Learners, and special education students. The 

schools will aim to create a culturally responsive school that is rigorous and supportive. 

 

Examples of theses supports include:   

 For all students, implementation of all three tiers of the Multi-Tiered System of Supports 

(ñMTSSò) with Social Emotional, Behavioral and Academic Intervention.  

 For English Learners and Special Education students, Academic Interventions include programs 

in Literacy, Math, English Language Development and Special Education  

 For students below grade level and Special Education students, programs for students requiring 

additional enrichment and intervention support, including Literacy Enrichment, Math 

Foundations, individualized tutoring, classroom push-in and co-teaching models and small 

strategic groupings  

 For all students, an Advisory program to prepare them with the tools and behaviors to succeed in 

college, leadership and life ï covering topics such as: academic preparation, promotion of college 

awareness, developing strong peer relationships, developing life skills in areas such as 

resiliency/grit, growth mindset, organization, communication, health/nutrition and personal 

finance    

 For students with social-emotional needs, integrated wraparound services to help address social 

and non-academic barriers to student learning including small group counseling and individual 

student counseling  

 For all students, proactive and positive student behavior management, including various 

alternatives to suspension  

 For advanced students, enrichment opportunities including Honors, Advanced Placement classes 

and additional elective courses 

 For all students, opportunities for students to explore student leadership and other interests 

through participation in elective courses, student government, after-school programs and clubs   

 In collaboration with the LAUSD Special Education Local Plan Agency (ñSELPAò), Ánimo 

Jackie Robinson offers special education services for students with disabilities including a 

Resource Program that offers a co-teaching program and learning center. The programs are 

designed to foster a high-quality program for students with special education needs. Additionally, 

our special education programs cultivate collaboration between general and special education 

teachers to guarantee that students with disabilities are integrated into the school to the maximum 

extent possible to allow them full access to all programs. 

 

Areas of Challenge the Charter School has Experienced and How They Will be Improved in the 

New Charter Term 

In the new charter term, the school will continue to improve upon its implementation of the academic 

program and continue to promote a strong and supportive school environment for all students.  In 

particular, Ánimo Jackie Robinson will focus on the growth and academic achievement of all student 

subgroups in core subjects, and will monitor their performance and progress through its assessment 

program.  Additionally, Ánimo Jackie Robinson is committed to strengthening its school culture, and will 

further its implementation of positive behavior supports and alternatives to suspension to achieve this in 

the new charter term.  

 

 

Surrounding Schools Demographic for 2019-20 and Performance Data for 2018-19 

  
# of 

Students * 

% Students 

Eligible for 

Free/Reduced 

Lunch ** 

% of 

Special 

Ed. 

% of 

English 

Learners * 

% Latino 

*  

% Black 

*  

SBAC % 

Met/Exceed 

ELA ****  

SBAC % 

Met/Exceed 

Math ****  
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Students 

***  

2019-20 2019-20 2019-20 2019-20 2019-20 2019-20 2018-19 2018-19 

Ánimo Jackie 

Robinson 

Charter High 

School 

620 93.4% 14.8% 12.1% 93.5% 4.7% 51.7% 23.8% 

Resident District Schools 

Dr. Maya 

Angelou 

Community 

High 

1094 96.9% 12.6% 34.5% 91.3% 7.4% 23.9% 1.8% 

NAVA 

College 

Preparatory 

Academy 

702 98.4% 8.4% 23.4% 96.3% 2.6% 37.8% 14.6% 

Santee 

Education 

Complex 

1788 98.0% 12.6% 21.1% 93.0% 5.2% 60.4% 20.3% 

Thomas 

Jefferson 

Senior High 

709 98.0% 13.4% 32.9% 88.9% 9.0% 26.1% 9.2% 

Resident 

School 

Median 

902 98.0% 12.6% 28.2% 92.2% 6.3% 32.0% 11.9% 

 

* Data from DataQuest: http://data1.cde.ca.gov/                            

** Data from CDE (Student Poverty FRPM Data): http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filessp.asp    

*** Based on internal PowerSchool data. Due to the variation in business rules between DataQuest and CALPADS, 2019-20 

Students with Disabilities rates posted on DataQuest are not accurate. 

****Data from LAUSD Data Packet           
 

While open to all students, Ánimo Jackie Robinson will make a substantial effort to recruit underserved, 

low-income students in the downtown Los Angeles community, including special education students and 

English Learners, who would typically attend nearby schools such as Jefferson High School or Manual 

Arts High School.  Ánimo Jackie Robinson is open to all students, however it aims to serve students in 

need of a high-quality educational option in the downtown Los Angeles community. In particular, Ánimo 

Jackie Robinson will make an effort to recruit from communities with historically low-performing 

schools and in need of a high-quality alternative option. Please see Element 7 for more information on 

how Ánimo Jackie Robinson will attract students from these neighborhoods.  The table above shows the 

demographic and achievement data for Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs target student population. 

 

Enrollment  

Ánimo Jackie Robinson serves students in grades nine through twelve.  Starting in the 2021-22 school 

year, the school will matriculate approximately 160 ninth grade students each year.  At enrollment 

capacity, Ánimo Jackie Robinson will approximately serve 620 students.  The table below shows Ánimo 

Jackie Robinsonôs projected five-year enrollment. 

   

Projected Five-Year Student Enrollment  
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Grade 
Year 1: 

2021-22 

Year 2: 

2022-23 

Year 3: 

2023-24 

Year 4: 

2024-2025 

Year 5: 

2025-2026 

9 165 150 155 155 155 

10 153 163 148 148 148 

11 150 151 161 161 161 

12 149 148 149 149 149 

Total 617 612 614 614 614 

 

Goals & Philosophy 

Mission Statement 

The mission of Ánimo Jackie Robinson is to prepare students for college, leadership, and life through 

innovative instruction, a rigorous curriculum, and the use of cutting-edge technology. Ánimo Jackie 

Robinson is committed to the education, development, and socioeconomic success of all students.   

 

We achieve our mission through a thoroughly student-centered environment that fosters life-long 

learning, cross-cultural competency, social responsibility, and academic excellence. We align the efforts 

of family, community, and school to foster these values. Parent education supports parents and families to 

support student learning and the issues they and their children face outside of the classroom that can 

affect their learning and lives as whole.  Parent engagement includes, but is not limited to the following 

activities: Ánimo Parent Academy, Community Organizing Institute, Adult Education Classes and Road 

to College Workshops. 

 

Vision Statement 

The school will create "agents of change" who will positively impact our communities.  Our vision is that 

the majority of Ánimo Jackie Robinson graduates will be successful in and college, and return to their 

home communities, with college degrees, to be the teachers, entrepreneurs, doctors, and lawyers that will 

revitalize Los Angeles. Graduates will be self-confident, self-disciplined, successful, proactive leaders 

who will excel in high school, college and beyond.   

 

Our mission and vision statements are in line with current research and education practices.  The schoolôs 

underlying philosophy is based on the belief that all students can learn and will learn when they feel part 

of a community.  Students are more likely to experience success when their home cultures are valued.  To 

this end, our vision encourages parents to partner with faculty to create an atmosphere where all students 

can and will learn.   

 

The Ćnimo Student (A Description of What it Means to be an ñEducated Personò in the 21st 

Century) 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson students are "agents of change," individuals who will positively impact our 

communities. Ánimo Jackie Robinson students will be confident, disciplined, successful, proactive 

leaders who will excel in high school, college and beyond.  Green Dot has identified four goals that 

describe what it means to be an ñagent of changeò and an educated person in the 21st century. 

 

Goal #1: Ánimo Jackie Robinson Students will be 

College-Directed Learners  

Å Able to think critically and analytically to 

understand complex concepts across the 

curriculum  

Å Meeting A-G requirements and prepared 

for college  

Goal #2: Ánimo Jackie Robinson Students will be 

Cultural Learners  

Å Aware of cultural differences, unique group 

histories and diverse perspectives  

Å Exposed to world languages and able to 

understand the dynamics of language and 

culture  
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Å Knowledgeable of college requirements 

and the application process 

Å Knowledgeable of career field choices and 

educational pathways 

Å Able to communicate with sensitivity 

within and across diverse communities 

Goal #3: Ánimo Jackie Robinson Students will be 

Innovative Leaders  

Å Able to model ethical behavior through 

involvement in school functions, clubs and 

committees  

Å Able to contribute to the success of 

individuals and their community through 

voluntary service 

Å Effective oral communicators in distinct 

situations  

Å Informed participants in the democratic 

process  

Goal #4: Ánimo Jackie Robinson Students will be 

Life-Long Learners  

Å Responsible, mature decision-makers  

Å Goal-oriented in their personal pursuits  

Å Able to integrate multiple uses of 

technology, including emerging 

technologies 

Å Adaptive to a wide array of professional 

and cultural settings through exposure to 

events outside the immediate community 

 

Means to Achieve Mission and Vision (How Learning Best Occurs) 

Most students learn best in a nurturing, supportive environment where they are known and treated as 

individuals, and where their background is honored. Accordingly, personal attention to individual 

students and sensitivity to their backgrounds is a cornerstone of the Charter School. To ensure that 

students will receive the personalized attention they need, Ánimo Jackie Robinson and all schools that 

Green Dot opens/operates will be based on the core values, theory of change and academic model that 

Green Dot has developed over the past fourteen years.   

 

Green Dotôs Core Values 

The following core values guide the philosophical core of each and every Green Dot school: 

Å An Unwavering Belief in all Studentsô Potential: All young adults can be successful 

learners if they are provided with an excellent academic environment and the necessary tools. 

o Key practices: 

 Provide special intervention courses based on specific needs of student 

population 

 Provide tiered support for all students through our MTSS 

 Invest in Clinical Services to support retention and success of students facing 

challenges 

 Provide enrichment courses for high achieving and gifted students.  Examples of 

these enrichment courses are Honors Courses, Advanced Placement courses and 

other electives as determined by the school. Courses are available to all students, 

however, data-driven master scheduling is used to provide students with an 

academic course schedule that is best suited to meet their learning needs. 

Å Passion for Excellence: Strive for excellence in all endeavors.  Challenges can be overcome 

through commitment and passion.  

o Key practices: 

 Use technology and assessment platforms to give teachers and principals real-

time access to data 
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 Focus on Key Results: Administrators regularly review student performance data 

with peers and supervisors, and receive feedback on strengths and areas of 

improvement 

 Structure peer observations among teachers and maintain open door policy 

Å Personal Responsibility: Take responsibility and initiative in our lives and encourage 

accountability for our actions.  

o Key practices: 

 Demonstrate personal integrity and high individual accountability  

Å Respect for Others and the Community: Respect others in our daily interactions and be 

positive impacts on our communities.  

o Key practices: 

 Foster collaboration with others 

 Promote a positive school culture 

 Provide students with opportunities to develop self-discipline, cooperation, and 

respect for others inside and outside of the classroom 

 Cultivate the schoolôs mission, vision and core values 

 Build effective community partnerships and external relations 

Å All Stakeholders are Critical in the Education Process: Young adults will receive the best 

education when all stakeholders participate in the education process.  

o Key practices: 

 Provide opportunities for stakeholders to participate in the School Advisory 

Council 

 Host parent education workshops regarding accessing PowerSchool, A-G 

requirements, college access, conflict resolution and wellness   

 Ongoing satisfaction surveys to assess stakeholdersô opinions and areas of 

improvement for the school 

 

Green Dotôs Theory of Change:   

Å Firm Commitment to Serve All Students: Green Dot is committed to serving the needs of 

every student, no matter their background. Green Dot schools are located in communities of 

highest need, where for many diverse reasons, students are often falling behind and at risk of 

dropping out. Our schools are located in the following communities: South Los Angeles, 

Watts, Boyle Heights, Inglewood, Lennox and Venice. Approximately 99% of current Green 

Dot students are African-American or Latino and more than 93% qualify for FRL. Green Dot 

is also committed to serving high-needs students with 18% EL and 12% special education 

student populations at our schools.8 Moreover, all Green Dot schools are addressing the needs 

of students who have traditionally struggled in the public school system, and they are 

achieving greater results than comparable schools in standardized test scores, graduation rates 

and college matriculation.  

Å Highly Effective Teachers: Green Dot has built a Teacher Development and Evaluation 

System that provides a common language to guide teacher professional development, 

evaluation and collaboration for all Green Dot teachers. This framework identifies areas of 

support for teachers and uses multiple measures of teacher effectiveness (student growth, 

classroom observations and survey feedback) to create teacher effectiveness scores from 

Level 1 to Level 4 (Level 4 being a highly effective teacher).   

Å Strong School Leaders: In addition to the individual coaching and professional development 

that Green Dot principals and assistant principals receive, the organization has also made a 

large investment to develop an Administrator-in-Residence (ñAIRò) program in which 

                                                           
8 Based on Dataquest information averaged across Green Dot Public Schools California.  
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candidates are selected to participate in an intensive 12-month, multiple school-site 

administrator training program.  The AIR program trains Residents on Green Dotôs 

transformation model and builds a pipeline of school leaders with the skills and experience to 

turnaround chronically failing schools. These Residents will then be placed as school leaders 

in future Green Dot schools.   

Å Culture of Transparency, Performance & Accountability: Green Dot values results and 

has built systems and processes to enable accountability and earned autonomy. 

Administrators and school staff members are able to view assessment results in Green Dotôs 

data systems and generate customizable reports with school-level, department-level, and 

teacher-level data. Staff also use Green Dotôs knowledge-sharing platform (Connect) to 

access resources and will be able to access professional evaluation data and a collection of 

training modules designed to improve teacher effectiveness on Ed Reflect. Students and 

parents will have access to the web-based, student information system PowerSchool where 

they can access student grades, test scores and attendance.   

 

Green Dotôs Academic Model 

Green Dotôs academic model outlines the framework that allows Green Dot teachers and administrators to 

be successful and focuses on four key elements: 1) Ensuring Quality Teaching and Instruction, 2) 

Cultivating a College-going Culture, 3) Eliminating Barriers to Learning, and 4) Promoting Leadership 

and Life Skills.  Implementation strategies are provided in the areas of curriculum, student intervention, 

professional development, parent participation and school operations to help principals and teachers make 

the most informed decisions for their schools.   

1. Ensuring Quality Teaching & Instruction : Dedicated, effective teachers with a passion for 

their work and their students are at the heart of the Green Dot model. Green Dot ensures high 

quality teaching and instruction in every classroom through its research-based methods of 

instruction, teacher effectiveness initiatives and robust professional development and supports. 

The College-Ready Teaching Frameworkï a rubric that defines the core competencies expected 

of all Green Dot teachers ï is at the heart of the Teacher Development and Evaluation system. In 

addition, teachers will be able to pursue professional development and coaching support from the 

Instructional Coaches as well as from the Green Dot Education Team.  

2. Cultivating a College-going Culture: Green Dot strives to attain high college acceptance rates 

by creating a culture of college-for-certain. School leaders create systems for ongoing academic 

counseling with counselors and advisors and offer college tours at every grade level. In addition, 

the school master schedule offers elective courses that support core content development (i.e., 

drama), as well as pre-AP pathways (i.e., honors courses). The elective courses offered are 

designed to support literacy across the curriculum and critical thinking with an emphasis on the 

use of text and rigorous problem-solving. Courses are structured to build studentsô key cognitive 

strategies: intellectual openness, analysis, reasoning, accuracy and precision, and interpretation. 

School classrooms demonstrate the successful implementation of behavior management 

strategies. Support is provided to build key behaviors necessary for success in high school and 

college, such as self-monitoring, persistence, independent preparation abilities, and college-level 

study skills. Lastly, all Green Dot schools provide support to build studentsô contextual awareness 

of college systems and culture.   

3. Eliminating Barriers to Learning : Students come to Green Dot from a variety of backgrounds. 

Academically, many are far behind grade-level. Socially and emotionally, many require 

emotional guidance in order to be able to succeed academically. Green Dot strives to provide the 

academic intervention, counseling and clinical services necessary to break down these barriers. 

Green Dot school leaders successfully implement all three tiers of the Multi-Tiered System of 

Supports by appropriately providing intervention in literacy, math, English Language 

Development and Special Education for academic intervention.  Green Dot schools offer an 
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Advisory program that provides academic guidance, builds school culture & safety; and promotes 

college, career and personal development. Additionally, each school provides a menu of wrap-

around services:  mental health supports and psychological services; counseling groups; 

mentoring programs; and links to community partners for health and wellness programs.   

4. Promoting Leadership & Life Skills: Green Dot aims to provide students with a broad set of 

tools, behaviors and skills to prepare them for college and beyond. Systems for student leadership 

such as student government, our student ambassador program, student mentorship, and the 

Principalôs Advisory Committee give students internal leadership experience. External experience 

is available through partnerships with community programs, including public speaking 

opportunities, job shadowing, volunteer work, mentorships, and summer internships. Advisory 

programs teach and promote life skills and help to reduce dropouts, foster youth development, 

enhance academic achievement, and promote whole-being development.  

 

Expected School-wide Learning Results (School Learner Outcomes for Enabling Students to 

Become and Remain Self-Motivated, Competent and Lifelong Learners) 

Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, designed in accordance with the WASC Focus on Learning Guide, 

embody the goals and high expectations that are maintained for Green Dot students. Schoolwide Learner 

Outcomes for Ánimo Jackie Robinson include: 

 

Ánimo graduates will be Socially Responsible Citizens who: 

 Are culturally aware and are understanding and tolerant of the histories and values of different 

cultures 

 Are leaders within their community who contribute to the improvement of life in their school and 

community 

 Demonstrate personal responsibility and integrity 

 Care for their physical environment 

 

Ánimo graduates will be Effective Communicators who: 

 Demonstrate skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing for different purposes and in a 

variety of situations 

 Collaborate, work effectively, and manage interpersonal relationships within diverse groups and 

settings 

 Identify and use resources effectively to gather, communicate, and evaluate information 

 

Ánimo graduates will be Academic Achievers who: 

 Produce quality work across the curriculum 

 Are knowledgeable with regards to educational pathways and career choices 

 Are eligible for college by completing required coursework and equipped with the necessary 

skills to pursue and succeed in higher education 

 

Ánimo graduates will be Critical Thinkers who: 

 Know how to access information and integrate knowledge 

 Think and write critically and analytically across the curriculum 

 Demonstrate the thinking skills of application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation in a logical and 

integrated manner 

 

Ánimo graduates will be Life-long Learners who: 

 Are open to discover and develop an enthusiasm and interest for learning 

 Are adaptive to a wide array of professional and cultural settings 

 Are goal-oriented and understand the importance of continual goal setting 
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Schoolôs Annual Goals and Description of Specific Actions to Achieve Each Goal 

 

Refer to ñElement 2, Measurable Pupil Outcomes and Element 3, Method by Which Pupil Progress Toward 

Outcomes will be Measuredò for goals related to the Eight State Priorities as identified in Education Code 

52060(d) and the actions Ánimo Jackie Robinson will take to achieve these goals.  Ánimo Jackie Robinson 

shall adopt any templates required by the State Board of Education in developing its LCAP.          

 

Curriculum and Instruction (How the Objective of Enabling Pupils to Become Self Motivated, 

Competent, Lifelong Learners is Met by the School) 

Green Dot has developed a research-based curriculum appropriate to the student demographics it serves 

that includes the following: course offerings, textbooks, curriculum maps, pacing guides, sample lesson 

plans, interim assessments and intervention programs.  The model is derived from the following 

continuum of research-based practices: 

Å Planning and Preparation: Based on Essential Elements of Effective Instruction by 

Madeline Hunter. 

o Madeline Hunter developed the teacher ñdecision-making modelò for planning 

instruction known as Instructional Theory in Practice (ñITIPò). This approach to teaching 

uses Direct Instruction (ñDIò) as the framework for planning. DI refers to a rigorously 

developed, highly scripted method that is fast-paced and provides constant interaction 

with students. 

Å Assessment and Learning: Based on Understanding by Design: Backwards Design by Jay 

McTighe and Grant Wiggins. 

o The emphasis of Understanding by Design (ñUbDò) is on "backward design," the practice 

of identifying the desired outcomes in order to design curriculum units, performance 

assessments and classroom instruction that will enable students to achieve these 

outcomes. The backward design approach is developed in three stages. Stage 1 starts with 

educators identifying the desired results of their students by establishing the overall goal 

of the lessons by using content standards, Common Core or state standards. Stage 2 

focuses on evidence of learning by assessment.  

o Teachers plan performance tasks and evidence of understanding. Performance tasks 

determine what the students will demonstrate in the unit and what evidence will prove 

their understanding. This can include self-reflections and self-assessments on learning. 

Lastly, Stage 3 lists the learning activities that will lead students to the desired results.   

Å Instructional Strategies: Based on Teach Like a Champion by Doug Lemov. 

o Teach Like a Champion offers effective teaching techniques to help teachers become 

champions in the classroom.  Additional details provided in the section entitled 

ñInstructional Design, Methods and Strategies.ò 

Å Classroom Environment:  Based on ñSafe and Civil Schoolsò by Randy Sprick. 

o Green Dot developed a School Culture Team based on the Safe & Civil program, which 

provides high-quality programs and staff development services to help educators create 

proactive and positive behavior management strategies in schools.  These sessions 

include school walk-throughs with Green Dot School Culture Specialists to observe 

discipline and school culture.  Findings from these sessions are compiled to create 

school-specific professional development for teachers and the necessary supports to 

create an environment where students can learn and where teachers can teach.   

Å Culturally R esponsive Pedagogy 
o Green Dot Public Schools believes that culturally responsive pedagogy can increase 

student engagement, provide access to content, and as a result, bolster feelings of 

confidence and understanding in students.  Green Dotôs Education team is currently 
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analyzing the works of experts in the education field to refine our approach to Culturally 

Relevant Pedagogy and align our teacher supports to research driven best practices. 

School leaders and teacher leaders have read Zaretta Hammondôs Culturally Responsive 

Teaching and the Brain and use her Ready for Rigor framework to work towards a 

culturally responsive classroom experience for all students. 

 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson students take courses that are college-preparatory, aligned with the Common 

Core State Standards (ñCCSSò) and meet UC/CSU A-G requirements.  Currently, CCSS has been 

implemented in ELA and Math courses, and Science and History have implemented the Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects CCSS.  All students are required to earn 240 

credits to graduate.  Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs graduation requirements comply with applicable California 

law and emphasize, but are not limited to, the traditional subjects of Math, Science, English, History and 

Foreign Language.  These subjects are presented in ways that make them more responsive to the 

backgrounds and lives of our students.  In addition to core subjects, Ánimo Jackie Robinson also offers a 

variety of electives to provide opportunities for students to meet the A-G requirements, including Visual 

and performing Arts and Foreign Language.   

 

Because Green Dotôs educational program emphasizes regular assessments and the use of data to increase 

student achievement, our pacing plans (which prepare for our internal quarterly assessments) guide and 

define the scope and sequence of the curriculum taught in our schools with regard to the four core subject 

areas identified by Californiaôs State Board of Education.  Green Dot schools implement common 

assessments in English Language Arts, Math, Science and History.   

 

Parents are notified about the transferability of courses and the eligibility of courses to meet college 

entrance requirements through the Student Policy Manual and meetings with counselors. Counselors are 

available for individual meetings with parents as requested and often hold grade level parent meetings to 

update parents and students on key information for a specific year of their high school experience.  

Counselors support the academic consultancy protocol led by teachers in Advisory class, which 

empowers students to monitor their individual academic progress in current classes and overall graduation 

requirements.  Every transfer student participates in an intake meeting which includes a review of his or 

her transcript and tracking towards graduation. Every exiting student also receives a transcript to provide 

him/her with an official record of courses completed and credits earned. In addition, the schoolôs master 

schedule is informed by student needs to ensure sufficient intervention opportunities are available for the 

student population. 

 

Below is an outline of Green Dotôs recommended high school curriculum.  Administrators and teachers 

may make adjustments to the schoolôs master schedule and add additional Green Dot-approved courses in 

order to meet the specific needs of their students.  Teachers are provided with professional development 

prior to the school year and on an on-going basis to support their implementation of the curriculum and 

the use of data to inform instruction. The recommended curriculum is based upon the CCSS for ELA and 

Math, Next Generation Science Standards (ñNGSSò), History-Social Science Standards, English 

Language Development (ñELDò) Standards, and remaining CA State Content Standards (the ñState 

Standardsò).  Literacy CCSS are incorporated in History and Science, and Next Generation Science 

Standards are also being integrated in the curriculum. State-adopted texts are used in all core subjects.   

 

Outline of Ćnimo Jackie Robinsonôs Curriculum 

 

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
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Å English* 

Å Algebra I* 

Å Physics* 

Å Math SupportÀ / 
Geometry* 

Å Physical EducationÀ 

Å Composition / Read 

180À 

Å Curriculum SkillsÀ  

Å English* 

Å Geometry* / Integrated 

Math* 

Å Biology* 

Å World History* / AP 

World History* 

Å Spanish I* or Native 

Speakers I* 

Å Art*  

 

Å American Literature* / 

AP Literature* 

Å Algebra II* / 

Trigonometry* / Pre-

calculus* 

Å Chemistry* 

Å U.S. History* / AP 

U.S. History* 

Å Spanish II* or Native 

Speakers II* 

Å Geometry* / Algebra 

II* / Trigonometry* / 

Pre-calculus* 

Å SAT PrepÀ 

Å World Literature* / AP 

Language*  

Å Trigonometry* / Pre-

calculus* / Calculus* 

Å Anatomy and 

Physiology* / AP 

Chemistry* 

Å Government* / 

Economics* 

Å Drama* 

Å English Reading and 

Writing Course 

(ERWC) À / 

JournalismÀ 

Å Career and College 

ReadinessÀ 

* indicates core/college preparatory classes. À indicates non-core/non-college preparatory classes. 

 

Summary descriptions of grade level curriculum that will be offered at Ánimo Jackie Robinson can be 

found below.  Honors courses are not traditionally offered in the 9th grade as there is minimal incoming 

student data to inform placement in the classes. Ánimo Jackie Robinson can offer these courses at their 

discretion based on the data of students, which informs whether or not there is a need for an accelerated 

course. Students who do not need intervention in the 9th grade may take an English elective, such as 

Composition, or be double blocked in a Math class for acceleration on a path to AP Math courses. 

Additionally, students take two Math courses in the 9th grade. Algebra 1 is the foundational class for all 

students. Students in need of intervention are also enrolled in a Math Support class. Students who do not 

need intervention are double blocked in a Geometry class to accelerate their Math pathway towards AP 

level Math courses. 

  

Green Dot High School Curriculum 

 

History/Social Science 

The History-Social Science curriculum is a well-balanced rigorous program based on the California 

History-Social Studies Content Standards. This program provides both breadth and depth of exploration 

in the subject area, developing writing, research, and analytical skills.  Factors considered for UC-

Approved courses that satisfy the "a" requirement include but are not limited to the assignment and 

evaluation of one long or numerous short, challenging, and properly-annotated research papers and a 

comprehensive final examination. All courses that are approved through the UC Doorways process are 

also CSU approved.  The CSU system does not have a separate approval process.   

 

Course Title Grade Course Length Credit Type  

History/Social Science, History/Social Science Honors, and Advanced Placement Courses 

AP Human Geography A/B 9 YEAR Uca, a,cg9 

AP World History A/B  10 YEAR uca, a, cg 

AP US History A/B 11 YEAR uca, a, cg 

                                                           
9 ñUca, a, cgò refers to the following: uca = UC Approved, a = History requirement, cg = CAL grant  
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AP US Government A/B 12 YEAR uca, a, cg 

US Government  A/B 12 SEMESTER uca, a, cg 

US Government Honors  12 YEAR uca, a, cg 

US History A/B  11 YEAR uca, a, cg 

US History Honors A/B 11 YEAR uca, a, cg 

World History A/B  10 YEAR uca, a, cg 

World History Honors A/B  10 YEAR uca, a, cg 

 

 

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY A ï 3104 

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY A ï 3105 

 
 

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

The AP Human Geography course introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes 

that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earthôs surface. Students learn to employ 

spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human socioeconomic organization and its 

environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their 

research and applications. 

 

AP WORLD HISTORY A  

AP WORLD HISTORY B  

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of 

global processes and contacts in different types of human societies. This understanding is advanced 

through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills. The course 

highlights the nature of changes in global frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as 

comparisons among major societies. It emphasizes relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive issues, 

and skills in analyzing types of historical evidence. Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an 

organizing principle to address change and continuity throughout the course. Specific themes provide 

further organization to the course, along with consistent attention to contacts among societies that form 

the core of world history as a field of study. 

 

College world history courses vary considerably in the approach used, the chronological framework 

chosen, the content covered, the themes selected, and the analytical skills emphasized. The material in 

this Course Description presents the choices that the AP World History Development Committee has 

made to create the course and exam. These choices themselves are compatible with a variety of college 

level curricular approaches. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD 

COURSE DESCRIPTION FOR AP WORLD HISTORY. 

 

AP US HISTORY A  

AP US HISTORY B  

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

The AP U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge 

necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history. The program prepares 

students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to 

those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical 
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materialsðtheir relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importanceðand to weigh the 

evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP U.S. History course should thus 

develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present 

reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM 

THE COLLEGE BOARD COURSE DESCRIPTION FOR AP US HISTORY. 

 

AP US GOVERNMENT A  

AP US GOVERNMENT B  

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

An introductory college course in United States government and politics or in comparative government 

and politics is generally one semester in length. In both subject areas there is considerable variety among 

the courses offered by colleges. In terms of content, there is no specific college course curriculum that an 

AP course in United States Government and Politics or in Comparative Government and Politics must 

follow. Therefore, the aim of an AP course should be to provide the student with a learning experience 

equivalent to that obtained in most college introductory U.S. or comparative government and politics 

courses. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD COURSE DESCRIPTION 

FOR AP US GOVERNMENT. 

 

US GOVERNMENT A 

US GOVERNMENT B  

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

Students will gain an analytical perspective on American Government through an in-depth study of the 

Constitution and its different interpretations through United States History.  By examining the legislative, 

executive, and judicial branches they will gain an insight at how government affects their own life.  There 

will be an emphasis and analysis of the relationship between local, state and federal government.  The 

course will create civic literate students.  

 

US GOVERNMENT HONORS  

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

During this class, students will examine the origins, principles, functions, and evolution of U.S. 

government. The semester will begin with a review of the motives and ideology that led colonists to 

revolt against Britain, with particular attention given to important revolutionary documents such as the 

Declaration of Independence, Preamble to the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and Federalist Papers. Students 

will then analyze the form and function of the federal government, investigating the unique roles and 

responsibilities of the legislative, executive and judiciary branches of government. An emphasis will be 

placed on analyzing the relationship between federal, state, and local governments in order to help 

students better understand how different government institutions impact their lives. Students will research 

landmark U.S. Supreme Court decisions and analyze changing interpretations of the Constitution and its 

amendments. Students will conclude the semester by investigating contemporary issues regarding 

campaigns for national, state, and local elective offices and the influence of the media on political life. 

 

US HISTORY A  

US HISTORY B  

 

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

This class will establish a fundamental comprehension of United States History.  Each student will be 

able to develop individual and social intelligence, prepare for responsible citizenship, increase 

comprehension of global interrelationships, and foster an understanding of the vital connections among 
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the past, present, and future. The purpose of U.S. History and Geography: Continuity and Change in the 

20th Century is three fold: Students will comprehend, analyze and evaluate the major themes, conflicts, 

and changes in American history with an emphasis on the 20th century. The content is derived from the 

California State Standards; Students will further develop their historical skills including geography, 

chronology analysis of primary sources, historiography, perspective and bias; Students will also be given 

the opportunity to improve writing, presentation (both oral and visual), and critical thinking skills through 

the assignments of the course. 

 

 

US HISTORY HONORS A  

US HISTORY HONORS B 

 

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

Students will gain the thinking, reading, writing, listening and speaking skills to process and use the 

course information critically in their daily actions as future voters and civic participants in the United 

States. They will interact with information from class lectures, primary sources, secondary sources, song 

lyrics, movies, photographs and political cartoons and develop their own opinions about the merit of each 

authorôs conclusions. Looking at each phase of American history, they will explore the ways in which 

Americans have attempted to push our government and society closer to realizing the ideal that all people 

are created equal, and have equal rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. This is a college 

preparatory course which asks students to think critically about the intellectual, economic, and political 

foundations of the United States, and the degree to which, at different historical turning points, the nation 

has and has not realized its ideals. The content for the course is determined by the California content 

standards for 11th grade History-Social Sciences, Continuity and Change in the Twentieth Century, 11.1 

through 11.11. 

 

WORLD HISTORY A  

WORLD HISTORY B  

 

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

Modern World History highlights the major events in world history beginning with the French and 

American Revolutions.  Students analyze the philosophical roots of todayôs political systems, the causes 

and effects of major political revolutions, the Industrial Revolution, both waves of Imperialism, the 

historical pretext to both World Wars, the aftermath of both World Wars, and major developments in the 

post-WWII era.   Students analyze historical events through multiple perspectives with emphasis on 

interpreting primary documents.  

 

 

WORLD HISTORY HONORS A  

WORLD HISTORY HONORS B  

UC APPROVED (uca, a, cg) 

Honors World History covers world history from 8000 B.C.E. to the 20th century.  The course 

emphasizes major themes that include patterns of impact and interaction, relationship of change and 

continuity, impact of technology, systems of social structure, cultural and intellectual interactions, and 

changes in the structure and purpose of the state.  The course is designed with the ideas of the seven 

habits of mind, assessed in the AP World History exam in the hope of preparing students for the workload 

and skills necessary for the AP US History class in the subsequent year.  Students learn to construct and 

evaluate arguments, use and analyze primary documents, assess issues of change and continuity over 

time, handle diversity of interpretations, see global patterns over time, develop the ability to compare 
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within and among societies, and assess the claims of universal standards yet remain aware of human 

commonalities and differences. 

English 

The English curriculum is a well-balanced rigorous program based on the California English/Language 

Arts Content Standards and Common Core State Standards. UC-Approved courses in English require 

extensive reading of poetry, prose, plays and novels chosen from a variety of historical periods and styles. 

The curriculum must emphasize advanced critical analysis and interpretation in order to develop 

sophisticated written arguments about assigned literature. Frequent writing assignments, especially of 

papers averaging 3-5 pages in length, should emphasize the stages of composing sustained arguments 

based on detailed textual analysis: pre-writing, drafting, revising. Writing instruction and carefully 

designed prompts should aim at enabling students to express complex and interrelated ideas with clarity 

and a mature, sophisticated style. Regular feedback on written assignments is essential to the success of 

all level courses. All courses that are approved through the UC Doorways process are also CSU approved.  

The CSU system does not have a separate approval process. 

 

Course Title Grade Course Length Credit Type  

English, English Honors, and Advanced Placement Courses 

AP English Language and Composition A/B 11-12 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

AP English Literature and Composition A/B 11-12 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

CSU Expository Reading and Writing Course 

A/B 
12 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

English 9 A/B 9 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

English 9 Honors A/B * 9 YEAR b,cg 

English 10 A/B 10 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

English 10 A/B Honors 10 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

English 11 A/B: American Literature 11 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

English 11 A/B Honors: American Literature  11 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

English 12 A/B 12 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

World Literature A/B  11-12 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

World Literature Honors A/B  12 YEAR ucb, b, cg 

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION A  

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION B  

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

The goals of an AP English Language and Composition course are diverse because the college 

composition course is one of the most varied in the curriculum. The college course provides students with 

opportunities to write about a variety of subjects from a variety of disciplines and to demonstrate an 

awareness of audience and purpose. But the overarching objective in most first-year writing courses is to 

enable students to write effectively and confidently in their college courses across the curriculum and in 

their professional and personal lives. Therefore, most composition courses emphasize the expository, 

analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic and professional communication, 

as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of writing facility in any 

context. In addition, most composition courses teach students that the expository, analytical, and 
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argumentative writing they must do in college is based on reading as well as on personal experience and 

observation. Composition courses, therefore, teach students to read primary and secondary sources 

carefully, to synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions, and to cite sources using 

conventions recommended by professional organizations such as the Modern Language Association 

(MLA), the University of Chicago Press (The Chicago Manual of Style), the American Psychological 

Association (APA), and the Council of Biology Editors (CBE).  

 

As in the college course, the purpose of the AP English Language and Composition course is to enable 

students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and 

complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers. An AP English Language and Composition 

course should help students move beyond such programmatic responses as the five-paragraph essay that 

provides an introduction with a thesis and three reasons, body paragraphs on each reason, and a 

conclusion that restates the thesis. Although such formulaic approaches may provide minimal 

organization, they often encourage unnecessary repetition and fail to engage the reader. Students should 

be encouraged to place their emphasis on content, purpose, and audience and to allow this focus to guide 

the organization of their writing. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD 

COURSE DESCRIPTION FOR AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION.   

 

 

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION A  

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION B  

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

The course includes intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods, 

concentrating on works of recognized literary merit. The pieces chosen invite and reward rereading and 

do not, like ephemeral works in such popular genres as detective or romance fiction, yield all (or nearly 

all) of their pleasures of thought and feeling the first time through. The AP English Literature 

Development Committee agrees with Henry David Thoreau that it is wisest to read the best books first; 

the committee also believes that such reading should be accompanied by thoughtful discussion and 

writing about those books in the company of oneôs fellow students. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN 

FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD COURSE DESCRIPTION FOR AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND 

COMPOSITION.  

 

 

 

CSU EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE A  

CSU EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING COURSE B  

 

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

The goal of the Expository Reading and Writing Course is to prepare college-bound seniors for the 

literacy demands of higher education. Through a sequence of ten rigorous instructional modules, students 

in this yearlong, rhetoric-based course develop advanced proficiency in expository, analytical, and 

argumentative reading and writing. The cornerstone of the courseðthe assignment templateðpresents a 

process for helping students read, comprehend, and respond to nonfiction and literary texts. Modules also 

provide instruction in research methods and documentation conventions. Students will be expected to 

increase their awareness of the rhetorical strategies employed by authors and to apply those strategies in 

their own writing. They will read closely to examine the relationship between an authorôs argument or 

theme and his or her audience and purpose; to analyze the impact of structural and rhetorical strategies; 

and to examine the social, political, and philosophical assumptions that underlie the text. By the end of 

the course, students will be expected to use this process independently when reading unfamiliar texts and 

writing in response to them. Course texts include contemporary essays, newspaper and magazine articles, 
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editorials, reports, biographies, memos, assorted public documents, and other nonfiction texts. The course 

materials also include modules on two full-length works (one novel and one work of nonfiction).  Written 

assessments and holistic scoring guides conclude each unit.   This course will count as meeting the 

English requirement for students who received conditional EAP status for English. 

 

 

ENGLISH 9 A  

ENGLISH 9 B 

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

The English 9 course introduces ninth grade students to various types of literature including novels, short 

stories, poetry, plays and other types of text. Instruction focuses on reading strategies, which enable 

students to read for understanding of subtlety, ambiguity, and inference, as well as basic 

comprehension.  Students will be able to construct essential meaning from 9th-grade level text.  Students 

will respond to all forms of literature with both written and oral responses.  The emphasis on critical 

thinking skills and literary analysis will prepare students for higher- level English courses.  Students will 

focus on developing their writing skills with formal essays and informal writing assignments (journal 

entries, free-writes, character analysis, research assignments and multi-draft essays). They will complete a 

variety of writing activities including composing personal narratives and responses to literature that 

incorporate descriptive writing and persuasive strategies. Correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and 

usage will be emphasized for students to develop a command of standard writing conventions. 

 

 

ENGLISH 9 HONORS A 

ENGLISH 9 HONORS B  

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) *No UC Honors Designation 

English 9 Honors is a literature-based course that focuses on the development of fluency in the English 

language through the study of the literary genres and historically and culturally significant works and 

authors from American and world literature. Students will develop professional speaking and listening 

skills and compose well-written analytical responses to fiction and non-fiction classic and contemporary 

selections. Students will be writing in multiple genres, including argumentative, informational, and 

narrative forms. This class is designed for highly motivated 9th graders who demonstrate exceptional 

ability in English and are willing to read and write extensively both in and out of class. The curriculum is 

designed to help students develop their academic English reading, writing, speaking and listening fluency 

through literary analysis and research writing projects, the study of English grammar and mechanics, 

vocabulary exercises and class discussion. This course covers the same content as ELA 9 at an 

accelerated pace and in greater depth and is designed to prepare students to take English 10 Honors and 

AP English courses junior and senior year. This course is aligned with the California State Standards. 

 

 

ENGLISH 10 A  

ENGLISH 10 B  

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

The English 10 course is a continuation of the literary analysis that is developed in the ninth grade. 

Students read a variety of texts including novels, short stories, poetry, plays, and informational texts. It 

also introduces World Literature, with essential questions emphasizing the balance of power and 

responsibility. Instruction focuses on reading strategies which enable students to read for understanding of 

subtlety, ambiguity, and inference, as well as basic grade level comprehension. Students will be able to 



 

Ánimo Jackie Robinson Charter High School (2021-2026)     September 2020 

 

Green Dot Public Schools California  38 

 

construct essential meaning from 10th grade level text. The emphasis on critical thinking skills and 

literary analysis will prepare students for higher- level English courses. Writing instruction focuses on 

strategies that enable students to create coherent and relevant text, including a variety of essays, journals, 

and letters which address the 10th grade writing Common Core standards and which are necessary to post-

secondary college and career requirements. Correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and usage will be 

emphasized for students to develop a command of standard writing conventions.   

 

 

ENGLISH 10 HONORS A  

ENGLISH 10 HONORS B  

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

This class will focus on the in- depth study and analysis of some of the great American and British writers 

including Steinbeck, Shakespeare, Golding, Bradbury, Morrison, and Salinger. It introduces World 

Literature with an emphasis on Greek mythology and Homerôs The Odyssey.  The course requires critical 

analysis and interpretation of text both written and in class discussion.  Students will continue to develop 

composition, vocabulary, and grammar skills, and the California State Standards in reading, writing, 

listening and speaking skills. Students study grammar, academic language and vocabulary skills in the 

context of novel units and in separate mini-lessons. In addition to novels, students read short stories, 

poetry, and non-fiction pieces from contemporary sources. Students compose narrative, descriptive, 

persuasive, and analytical essays in response to readings, as well as stand-alone short stories, 

informational articles, research essays, book reviews, and other óreal-worldô writing.  

 

ENGLISH 11 A  

ENGLISH 11 B  

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

The English 11 American Literature course is a novel-based course that, with the adoption of the common 

core, also has a wide selection of nonfiction texts that enrich the units and provide lenses for the novels to 

be viewed through. The course provides a wide range of literary texts from Puritan sermons to 

transcendentalist essays to landmark American novels and plays. Organized predominantly in a 

chronological order, the course begins with an introduction to rhetoric and then progresses through the 

major literary periods of American Literature.  

 

ENGLISH 11 HONORS A  

ENGLISH 11 HONORS B 

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

The English 11/American Literature Honors course is intended to equip students with the necessary skills 

to meet the demands of a university. Students will explore the writings of American authors by an intense 

study of various genres of literature. The class will analyze selected works, identifying universal themes, 

with emphasis on the American Dream, and examine the relationship between and among elements in 

literature.  The honors course is more extensive in writing. Students will create essays more frequently 

and longer in length.  An independent reading study is also required of the honors course in the second 

semester.  Students will develop their communication skills via a variety of discussions, peer teaching, 

debate topics, oral presentations and essay topics. Students are expected to analyze and interpret various 

texts and articulate their ideas on various class discussions. Students are expected to perform a high level 

of critical thinking and application of sophisticated communication skills as they analyze a variety of 

discussion topics and literature forms.  

  

ENGLISH 12 A  
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ENGLISH 12 B 

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

English 12 is, at its heart, a British Literature course. It follows the development of English from its 

origins in Old and Middle English through texts like Beowulf and The Canterbury Tales all the way 

through to Frankenstein, Hamlet, and A Brave New World. Each unit includes a number of non-fiction 

texts which provide an analytical lens through which to view the literary pieces. Each unit is also 

accompanied by at least one writing prompt that serves as a cumulative task that assesses students' ability 

to develop a claim and argue for it using evidence from at least one text and often multiple texts.     

 

WORLD LITERATURE A  

WORLD LITERATURE B  

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

This course is designed to teach students chronologically and geographically about world literature. 

Opportunities abound for students to compare literature and cultures as they integrate both reading and 

writing activities. The course includes an exploration of the Ancient Middle East, moves through Ancient 

Greek and Roman literature, then to the literature of India, China, and Japan. The students shift forward to 

the literature of Africa, the Middle East, Europe, and finally onto modern and contemporary world 

literature. Students will improve various literary, vocabulary, reading, and writing skills as they complete 

activities within the course.  

  

WORLD LITERATURE HONORS A  

WORLD LITERATURE HONORS B  

UC APPROVED (ucb, b, cg) 

This course is designed to teach students chronologically and geographically about world literature. 

Opportunities abound for students to compare literature and cultures as they integrate both reading and 

writing activities. The course includes an exploration of the Ancient Middle East, moves through Ancient 

Greek and Roman literature, then to the literature of India, China, and Japan. The students shift forward to 

the literature of Africa, the Middle East, Europe, and finally onto modern and contemporary world 

literature. Students will improve various literary, vocabulary, reading, and writing skills as they complete 

activities within the course.  

 

The World Literature Honors course is designed to teach students chronological, geographical, and 

cultural distinctions of world literature.  A significant emphasis will be placed on in-depth reading and 

analytical writing. Research is an essential component of World Lit Honors. The diverse reading and 

writing assignments will serve to prepare students for college level courses. Summer course work will be 

assigned and required. 

 

 

Designated and Integrated ELD for All English Learners  

Designated ELD courses at Ánimo Jackie Robinson prepare all English Learners for success in English 

instruction, including English Language Arts.  Designated ELD courses offer protected time during the 

school day to focus on skills in all four strands of languageðlistening, speaking, reading and writing ï 

which are systematically developed through intentional teacher planning and instruction using the CA 

ELD Standards and Features of Designated ELD to drive instruction.  
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The Green Dot Designated Program includes both specific Designated course sections as well as 

Targeted Designated Supports within Core or Elective courses.  English learners have diverse needs, 

and our EL populations vary in size and type, so several models of designated instruction are offered 

to ensure the instructional program meets individual students' needs. All ELs are assigned a 

Designated Program (course and/or targeted supports) based on their language proficiency and other 

academic performance data.  With the exception of the Newcomer Program, ELD courses do not 

replace core English classes. Designated instructional time varies based on student proficiency and 

will be included as part of studentsô individual progress monitoring and tracked on the ELLevation 

platform.  

 

Option 1: Designated ELD Course  
Designated courses focus on intentional language development, guided by the ELD standards and the 

designated Principles above, along with other literacy needs based on student data.  

 

Option 2: Targeted Designated Support within a Core or Elective Course.   

Within this approach, ELs will receive designated ELD instruction, guided by the ELD standards and 

designated principles listed above, during a designated time within the block period.  In each case, ELs 

will have full access and support with the core instruction. Where ELD is included in an ELA or Elective 

block, the classes are monitored to ensure ELD instruction is effectively implemented.  

 Small group instruction:  

o ELs are grouped by similar proficiency levels and receive targeted designated instruction 

driven by the ELD standards at a specific time within the block period.  

 Push in or Pull out: 
o A designated teacher, EL lead, or other qualified teacher is assigned to work with a small 

group of ELs during the core or elective course period either by pushing in or pulling out 

ELs for targeted designated instruction driven by the ELD standards.   

 

EL Placement Chart 

 
Note: Ideally, all students with fewer than 12 months in the country and minimally developed oral (listening and speaking) and 

written (reading and writing) English skills should be placed in a Newcomer Program. Schools with too few students to offer a 

Newcomer ELD program may include ELs in the most appropriate Designated course and ensure that students receive 

supplemental instruction appropriate to their proficiency level with curriculum such as Imagine Learning.    
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Option 1: Designated ELD Courses   
ELs may receive one or a combination of the courses listed below.   With the exception of the Newcomer 

Program, ELD courses do not replace core English classes.  

Course Title Placement Considerations Instructional Model  

Newcomer 

ELD  
 Newcomer ELs ˽ 12 

months in the country 

and/or whose data shows 

they need intensive EL 

support 

 Separate sections for ELD 

1, 2 and 3 based on ELPAC 

scores, lexile and portfolio 

data  (see EL Placement 

Chart above). 

 Students are enrolled in 2 

sections of newcomer 

ELD* per day in lieu of 

core ELA and literacy 

intervention. 

Teachers use a rotation model to ensure students get 

software time, small group direct instruction, and 

independent work or reading time each week.   Students 

receive ELD standards driven instruction in every class.  

 

Curriculum Resources:  

 Core: High School: Edge Middle School: Inside ELD 

 Supplemental: Imagine Learning  

 

ELD Literacy 

Enrichment 

 Els with lexile and 

language proficiency data 

that illustrates a 

combination of reading 

support and language 

support is needed. 

 Newcomer ELs may be 

placed in this course if the 

school does not have 

enough students to offer a 

Newcomer Program 

 

 

Teachers use a rotation model to ensure students get S44 or 

R180 software time, small group direct instruction, and 

independent reading time with books in their lexile range 

each week. Small group instruction is driven by ELD 

standards, assessed by EL Benchmark Assessments, and 

monitored through progress monitoring in Ellevation. 

Students receive ELD standards driven instruction in every 

class.  
 

Curriculum Resources:  
 Houghton Mifflin Harcourtôs S44 and Read180 

Universal curriculum with ELs receiving targeted 

language support in small group 

 Imagine Learning software for Newcomers who are 

not yet ready for S44 or R180 Software 

ELD Academic 

English 

Essentials 

 ELs with lexile and 

language proficiency data 

that illustrates a need for 

academic language and 

literacy support  

 Newcomer ELs may be 

placed in this course if the 

school does not have 

enough students to offer a 

Newcomer Program 

This course is driven by instructional routines that build 

high-utility academic vocabulary.   Students engage in 

speaking, listening and writing incorporating specific 

language forms and functions for different audiences and 

purposes.  ELD Standards driven Instruction is driven by 

ELD standards, assessed by EL Benchmark Assessments, 

and monitored through progress monitoring in Ellevation. 
 

Curriculum 
 Houghton Mifflin Harcourtôs English 3D curriculum 

 Imagine Learning software for newcomers 
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ELD College 

Readiness 

 ELs who do not need a 

literacy enrichment course 

and benefit from more 

general academic support 

toward college readiness. 

 Newcomer ELs may be 

placed in this course if the 

school does not have 

enough students to offer a 

Newcomer Program 

 
Offered in High School only 

This course focused on preparing students to prepare for 

college expectations with a specific focus on the 

supporting ELs with college readiness.   ELD Standards 

driven Instruction is driven by ELD standards, assessed by 

EL Benchmark Assessments, and monitored through 

progress monitoring in Ellevation. 
 

Curriculum 
 AVID or similar program 

 Imagine Learning software for newcomers 

ELD Advisory  
 

 ELs who do not need a 

literacy enrichment course 

and would benefit from 

more general academic 

support and/or social-

emotional support as an EL. 

 Newcomer ELs may be 

placed in this course if the 

school does not have 

enough students to offer a 

Newcomer Program 

 

This course provides students with an opportunity to build 

positive relationships, increase academic resiliency, and 

develop the whole child.  Advisory aims to promote the 

desired school culture through the College, Leadership and 

Life Framework.  ELD Standards driven Instruction is 

driven by ELD standards, assessed by EL Benchmark 

Assessments, and monitored through progress monitoring 

in Ellevation. 
 

Curriculum 
 Second Step or Similar curriculum 

 Imagine Learning software for newcomers 

ELD Academic 

Success 
 ELs with IEPs 

 Newcomer ELs may be 

placed in this course if the 

school does not have 

enough students to offer a 

Newcomer Program 

 

This course supports ELs with IEPs by providing academic 

coaching by a teacher in the areas of organization, reading, 

writing, math and transition.  The teacher provides students 

with support to progress in the general education 

curriculum and meet IEP goals  by providing differentiated 

support and individual and group re-teaching. ELD 

Standards driven Instruction is driven by ELD standards, 

assessed by EL Benchmark Assessments, and monitored 

through progress monitoring in Ellevation.  
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ELD 

Curriculum 

Skills 

 ELs who do not need a 

literacy enrichment course 

and would benefit from 

more general academic 

support. 

 May include both LTELs 

and newcomer ELs if the 

school does not offer 

newcomer ELs 

Students are provided with a structured, quiet work 

environment to continue coursework from other classes 

with the guidance and support of a teacher.  ELD 

Standards driven Instruction is driven by ELD standards, 

assessed by EL Benchmark Assessments, and monitored 

through progress monitoring in Ellevation.  
 

Curriculum  
 Course uses grade level content curriculum to provide 

support to ELs with content courses 

 

Option 2: Targeted Designated Support within a Core or Elective Course  

Course 

Title  
Protected Designated Time Targeted Designated Support 

Core 

ELA 

English 

Course  
 

Or 
 

Elective 

Course 

Within this approach, ELs will receive designated 

ELD instruction, guided by the ELD standards and 

designated principles, during a protected designated 

time within the block period.  In a core ELA course, 

ELs will have full access to core instruction. If ELs 

are pulled out for designated ELD, they will not be 

removed from whole group instruction. These 

classes are monitored to ensure ELD instruction is 

effectively implemented.   Protected designated 

instructional time varies based on student 

proficiency and will be included as part of studentsô 

individual progress monitoring and tracked on the 

ELLevation platform.  

  

Students will acquire English language  

proficiency through differentiated instruction  

and appropriate grouping.  

 

 Small group instruction:  

o ELs are grouped by similar 

proficiency levels and receive 

targeted designated instruction 

driven by the ELD standards at a 

specific time within the block 

period.  

 Protected time 
o A designated teacher, EL lead, or 

other qualified teacher is assigned to 

work with a small group of ELs 

during the core or elective course 

period either by having a staff 

member providing targeted 

designated instruction driven by the 

ELD standards. If ELs are pulled 

out, they will not be removed from 

whole group instruction.  

 

Levels of Linguistic Support  
The following chart can be used to support decisions about individual student placement and whether a 

designated course or targeted designated supports within a core or elective course will be most 

appropriate. 

 Level of Linguistic Support ELPAC  Lexile 

Overall Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12 

Light  4 

Bridging  

 >900L >1000L 
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Moderate  3 

Expanding 

 >850L >950L 

Substantial < 3 

Emerging or low expanding 

 <800L <900L 

*Students who perform in the ELPAC high expanding and bridging range and who have a 1000L or 

greater may receive their designated instruction within a  ELA core class, where the teacher is required to 

provide ELD and ensure progress toward reclassification. 

 

All Ánimo Jackie Robinson English learners receive Integrated ELD support in all content areas ï math, 

science, social studies and electives - throughout the school day so that ELs learn content while also 

practicing English language skills needed to be successful.  All Integrated ELD instruction follows the 

CA ELD Framework and Essential Features of Integrated ELD to provide rigorous content and language 

instruction for all ELs. Ánimo Jackie Robinson uses the EL Master Plan and consults with the Director of 

Literacy Programs and EL Coordinator on final course offerings and placement of students.   

All courses that are approved through the UC Doorways process are also CSU approved.  The CSU 

system does not have a separate approval process.   

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

The General Mathematics curriculum is aligned to the National Math Common Core State Standards 

which includes the Mathematical Content Standards and the Mathematical Practice Standards. All courses 

that are approved through the UC Doorways process are also CSU approved.  The CSU system does not 

have a separate approval process.   

 

Course Title Grade Course Length Credit Type 

Mathematics, Mathematics Honors, and Advanced Placement 

Courses 
   

AP Calculus AB A/B 12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

AP Statistics A/B 11-12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Algebra 1 A/B 9 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Algebra 1 Honors A/B* 9 YEAR c, cg 

Algebra 2 A/B 10-12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Algebra 2 Honors A/B 10-12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Calculus A/B 12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Geometry A/B 9-11 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Geometry  Honors A/B 9-11 YEAR ucc,c,cg 

Integrated Math A/B  10 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Pre-Calculus A/B 11-12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 
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Pre-Calculus Honors A/B 11-12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Statistics A/B 12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

Trigonometry A/B  10-12 YEAR ucc, c, cg 

 

AP CALCULUS AB A  

AP CALCULUS AB B  

 

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

Calculus AB is primarily concerned with developing the studentsô understanding of the concepts of 

calculus and providing experience with its methods and applications. The courses emphasize a multi-

representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being expressed graphically, 

numerically, analytically, and verbally. The connections among these representations are important.  

Technology should be used regularly by students and teachers to reinforce the relationships among the 

multiple representations of functions, to confirm written work, to implement experimentation, and to 

assist in interpreting results.  Through the use of the unifying themes of derivatives, integrals, limits, 

approximation, and applications and modeling, the course becomes a cohesive whole rather than a 

collection of unrelated topics.  The course-load will balance real-world applications with more abstract 

concepts.  This course prepares students for the AP Calculus AB Exam. THIS DESCRIPTION IS 

TAKEN FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD COURSE DESCRIPTION FOR AP CALCULUS.AP 

STATISTICS A  

AP STATISTICS B 

 

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 

analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 

Exploring Data: Describing patterns and departures from patterns; Sampling and Experimentation: 

Planning and conducting a study; Anticipating Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability 

and simulation; Statistical Inference: Estimating population parameters and testing hypotheses. Students 

who successfully complete the course and examination may receive credit and/or advanced placement for 

a one-semester introductory college statistics course. This does not necessarily imply that the high school 

course should be one semester long. Each high school will need to determine the length of time for its AP 

Statistics course to best serve the needs of its students. Statistics, like some other AP courses, could be 

effectively studied in a one-semester, a two-trimester, or a one-year course. Most schools, however, offer 

it as a two-semester course. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD 

COURSE DESCRIPTION FOR AP STATISTICS 

 

ALGEBRA 1 A  

ALGEBRA 1 B  

 

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

Algebra I is a first-year algebra course for students at a variety of ability and grade levels. For the Algebra 

I course, instructional time should focus on four critical areas: (1) deepen and extend understanding of 

linear and exponential relationships; (2) contrast linear and exponential relationships with each other and 

engage in methods for analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions; (3) extend the laws of exponents 

to square and cube roots; and (4) apply linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend.  With this course, 

students generalize, formalize, and extend the mathematics they learned in the middle grades. 
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ALGEBRA 1 HONORS A  

ALGEBRA 1 HONORS B  

 

UC APPROVED (c, cg) 

In accordance with the California State Standards for Mathematics, Algebra 1 Honors instructional time 

focuses on four critical areas: (1) deepen and extend understanding of linear and exponential 

relationships; (2) contrast linear and exponential relationships with each other and engage in methods for 

analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions; (3) extend the laws of exponents to square and cube 

roots; and (4) apply linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend.  A comprehensive understanding and 

application of mathematical functions is emphasized throughout the course. The Standards for 

Mathematical Practice complement the content standards so that students increasingly engage with the 

subject matter as they grow in mathematical maturity and expertise. This accelerated course places a 

strong emphasis on the depth and rigor in all critical areas of the California State Standards for Algebra 1 

with a focus on increased rate and depth of inquiry of instruction, discovery, individual study, problem 

solving, and opportunity for mathematical discourse.  The coursework moves at a rapid pace requiring 

students to rise to the challenge by spending the time necessary to learn each complex topic with 

diligence and dedication. The course may require additional homework. (*Course does not have an 

honors distinction approval.) 

ALGEBRA 2 A  

ALGEBRA 2 B  

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 
Our Algebra II course continues to develop an understanding of function as an object and will use 

functions to model phenomena verbally, numerically, graphically, and symbolically while understanding 

the relationship between the representations and the limitations of each representation. Students will 

develop fluency in writing, interpreting, and translating between various forms of functions; they will use 

multiple strategies to solve real-world problems. For the Algebra II course, instructional time will focus 

on four critical areas: (1) relate arithmetic of rational expressions to arithmetic of rational numbers; (2) 

expand understandings of functions and graphing to include trigonometric functions; (3) synthesize and 

generalize functions and extend understanding of exponential functions to logarithmic functions; and (4) 

relate data display and summary statistics to probability and explore a variety of data collection methods. 

ALGEB RA 2 HONORS A  

ALGEBRA 2 HONORS B  

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

This is an algebra II course in which students will further develop and expand the concepts they learned in 

algebra I and in geometry. Students will gain knowledge in solving algebraic problems in more complex 

ways. They will solve problems involving systems of linear equations and linear inequalities, imaginary 

and complex numbers, logarithmic and exponential functions, systems of quadratic equations, and 

probability. This course focuses on abstract thinking skills, function concepts, and algebraic problem 

solving. These are valuable tools in the real world. Students will be presented with real life scenarios and 

be able to solve the problems and present their solutions with written proofs, and student taught lessons. 

Students are expected to be self-motivated learners. They will also participate in several group projects 

throughout the year. This course corresponds to the California State Math Standards. 

CALCULUS A  

CALCULUS B   
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UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

Calculus is primarily concerned with developing the studentsô understanding of the concepts of calculus 

and providing experience with its methods and applications. The courses emphasize a multi-

representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being expressed graphically, 

numerically, analytically, and verbally. The connections among these representations are important.  

Technology should be used regularly by students and teachers to reinforce the relationships among the 

multiple representations of functions, to confirm written work, to implement experimentation, and to 

assist in interpreting results.  Through the use of the unifying themes of derivatives, integrals, limits, 

approximation, and applications and modeling, the course becomes a cohesive whole rather than a 

collection of unrelated topics.  The course-load will balance real-world applications with more abstract 

concepts. 

GEOMETRY A  

GEOMETRY B  

 

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

The Geometry course promotes the Standards of Mathematical Practice throughout the lessons and 

incorporates the van Hiele model of geometric thought, a theory that describes how students learn 

geometry.  The course builds student knowledge on pre-existing number fluency and basic algebra skills 

such as equation solving.  For the Geometry course, instructional time should focus on six critical areas: 

(1) establish criteria for congruence of triangles based on rigid motions; (2) establish criteria for similarity 

of triangles based on dilations and proportional reasoning; (3) informally develop explanations of 

circumference, area, and volume formulas; (4) apply the Pythagorean Theorem to the coordinate plane; 

(5) prove basic geometric theorems; and (6) extend work with probability. 

GEOMETRY HONORS A  

GEOMETRY HONORS B 

 

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

The Honors course is very rigorous and designed for students who excel in mathematics. In this course 

students will engage in activities that allow them to create geometric understanding. Students use the tools 

of geometry to develop, verify, and prove geometric principles and relationships. Through this process, 

students make conjectures and conclusions. Students will utilize algebra and probability skills to solve 

geometric problems. Four dimensions of understanding are emphasized: skill in drawing, visualizing and 

following algorithms; understanding properties, mathematical relationships and proofs; using geometric 

ideas in real situations, and representing geometric concepts with coordinates or other diagrams. The 

scope, depth, and pace of this course is much more extensive than in Geometry. 

 

INTEGRATED MATH A  

INTEGRATED MATH B  

 

 

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

This course combines algebraic, geometric, and statistical techniques necessary to strengthen studentsô 

conceptual understanding of mathematical reasoning and problem solving.  The curriculum is based on 

the CA Common Core Standards for Mathematics in the conceptual categories of Number and Quantity, 

Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics & Probability.  The pedagogical approach will incorporate 
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lecture, discovery, and investigative exercises utilizing a student worktext, personalized online support, 

and supplemental materials. The goal of the course is to build a strong algebraic foundation for all higher 

level mathematics courses. 

PRE-CALCULUS A  

PRE-CALCULUS B  

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 

This course is a preparatory course for calculus.  The discipline will include the following topics: vectors, 

matrices, relations, functions graphs, trigonometric and parametric functions, polar coordinates and 

complex numbers, conics, exponential and logarithmic functions, discrete mathematics and limits.  The 

curriculum is based on the Common Core State Standards in Mathematics.  The pedagogical approach 

will incorporate lecture, discovery, and investigation exercises, along with mathematical readings to 

supplement the textbook. 

PRE-CALCULUS HONORS A 

PRE-CALCULUS HONORS B 

UC APPROVAL (ucc, c, cg) 

Pre-Calculus Honors will blend together the concepts and skills that must be mastered prior to enrollment 

in a college-level calculus course. Topics include: trigonometry, the relationship of equations and graphs 

of linear, quadratic, parametric, polynomial, rational and piecewise equations, vectors, exponential and 

logarithmic functions, and matrices. The course has an emphasis on the theory as well as the practice of 

Pre-calculus concepts. 

 

STATISTICS A  

STATISTICS B  

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 
Statistics covers the basic principles of descriptive statistics, exploratory data analysis, design of 

experiments, sampling distributions and estimation, and fitting models to data. Statistical concepts are 

studied in order to understand related methods and their applications. Other topics include probability 

distributions, sampling techniques, binomial distributions, and experimental design. The course also looks 

at the principles of hypothesis testing and statistical inference. Measuring the probability of an event, 

interpreting probability, and using probability in decision-making are central themes of this course. The 

curriculum is based on the Common Core State Standards in Mathematics. 

 

TRIGONOMETRY A  

TRIGONOMETRY B  

UC APPROVED (ucc, c, cg) 
The curriculum for Trigonometry is based on the Common Core State Standards in Mathematics.  This 

course incorporates trigonometry concepts as well as algebraic concepts. The discipline will include the 

following topics: trigonometric functions and their graphs, trigonometric identities, trigonometric 

equations, conics, exponential and logarithmic functions, sequences and series, combinatorics and 

probability, and statistics and data analysis. The pedagogical approach will incorporate direct instruction, 

discovery, and investigation exercises. 

 

 

Laboratory Science 
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These high school science courses are designed to prepare students for the college-level courses in 

laboratory science and have been UC-approved. The course pathway begins with 9th grade Physics, then 

students transition to 10th grade Biology and 11th grade Chemistry. Students finish their high school 

science experience with 12th grade Anatomy/Physiology, AP Biology, or Robotics. While the majority of 

each course focuses on one discipline, the other two are integrated to show the interplay of multiple 

branches of scientific knowledge. Earth Science standards are also embedded in the Physics, Biology and 

Chemistry courses. The science curriculum offers a balanced and academically rigorous program based 

on the Next Generation Science Standards and the Common Core Literacy Standards for Science and 

Technical Subjects.  

UC-Approved honors level courses in laboratory sciences are generally in the disciplines of biology, 

chemistry, and physics at Ánimo Jackie Robinson. Honors level courses in these disciplines typically 

require one year of prior laboratory science. Honors level courses in any other laboratory science (e.g., 

Environmental Science, Marine Biology, etc.) may also be considered for UC honors certification if they 

require a year of biology, chemistry, or physics, as well as at least algebra as prerequisites. The third 

course in an integrated science sequence may be considered for honors designation if it has the 

appropriate breadth, depth, and prerequisites. At Ánimo Jackie Robinson, all UC-Approved honors level 

laboratory science courses should be demonstrably more challenging than the college preparatory courses 

required as prerequisites. Topics covered and laboratory exercises must be in depth and involve analysis 

and research. Each UC-Approved honors level course must have a comprehensive written final 

examination including laboratory concepts. There should be a section of the regular college preparatory 

course offered for each UC-Approved honors level laboratory science course at Ánimo Jackie Robinson.  

All courses that are approved through the UC Doorways process are also CSU approved.  The CSU 

system does not have a separate approval process.   

 

Course Title Grade Course Length Credit Type 

Science, Science Honors, and Advanced Placement Courses 

AP Biology A/B 11-12 YEAR ucd, d, cg 

AP Chemistry A/B 11-12 YEAR ucd, d, cg 

AP Environmental Science 11-12 YEAR ucd,d,cg 

AP Physics A/B 9-12 YEAR ucd,d,cg 

Anatomy and Physiology A/B 9-12 YEAR ucd, d, cg 

Biology of the Living Earth  A/B 9-10 YEAR ucd, d, cg 

Biology Honors A/B 9-10 YEAR ucd, d, cg 

Chemistry in the Earth System  A/B 10-11 YEAR ucd, d, cg 

Chemistry Honors A/B 10-11 YEAR ucd, d, cg 

Physics in the Universe A/B 9-12 YEAR ucd, d, cg 

 

AP BIOLOGY A  

AP BIOLOGY B  

UC APPROVED (ucd, d, cg,bs) 

AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding of 

biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore the following topics: evolution, cellular 
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processes ï energy and communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions. This 

course requires that 25 percent of the instructional time will be spent in hands-on laboratory work, with an 

emphasis on inquiry-based investigations that provide students with opportunities to apply science 

practices. The AP Biology course is based on four Big Ideas, which encompass core scientific principles, 

theories, and processes that cut across traditional boundaries and provide a broad way of thinking about 

living organisms and biological systems. The Big Ideas are as follows: 

The process of evolution explains the diversity and unity of life; Biological systems utilize free energy 

and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to maintain dynamic homeostasis; Living 

systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes. Biological systems 

interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties. 

Students establish lines of evidence and use them to develop and refine testable explanations and 

predictions of natural phenomena. Focusing on these disciplinary practices enables teachers to use the 

principles of scientific inquiry to promote a more engaging and rigorous experience for AP Biology 

students. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD COURSE DESCRIPTION 

FOR AP BIOLOGY.   

 

AP CHEMISTRY A  

AP CHEMISTRY B  

UC APPROVED (ucd, d, cg) 

The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually taken 

during the first college year. For some students, this course enables them to undertake, in their first year, 

second- year work in the chemistry sequence at their institution or to register in courses in other fields 

where general chemistry is a prerequisite. For other students, the AP Chemistry course fulfills the 

laboratory science requirement and frees time for other courses. 

 

AP Chemistry should meet the objectives of a good college general chemistry course. Students in such a 

course should attain a depth of understanding of fundamentals and a reasonable competence in dealing 

with chemical problems. The course should contribute to the development of the studentsô abilities to 

think clearly and to express their ideas, orally and in writing, with clarity and logic. The college course in 

general chemistry differs qualitatively from the usual first secondary school course in chemistry with 

respect to the kind of textbook used, the topics covered, the emphasis on chemical calculations and the 

mathematical formulation of principles, and the kind of laboratory work done by students. Quantitative 

differences appear in the number of topics treated, the time spent on the course by students, and the nature 

and the variety of experiments done in the laboratory. Secondary schools that wish to offer an AP 

Chemistry course must be prepared to provide a laboratory experience equivalent to that of a typical 

college course. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD COURSE 

DESCRIPTION FOR AP CHEMISTRY.   

 

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE A  

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE B  

UC APPROVED (ucd, d, cg,bs) 
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The Advanced Placement Environmental Science (APES) course is designed to be the equivalent of an 

introductory college course in environmental science.  APES is considered an interdisciplinary course; 

topics from many different sciences such as geology, biology, chemistry, and geography are investigated 

to gain an understanding of the system we call Earth.  This course focuses on science as a process in 

which scientific principles; concepts and methodologies provide a framework to understand the ever-

changing complex relationships on our planet. 

All students will be provided an opportunity to be able to identify and analyze various issues present in 

our environment--both natural and non-natural.  This course will examine the impact of various human 

cultures on the natural world through discussion, case studies, experimentation/models, evaluation and 

reflection. Students will make meaningful connections between ecological principles and aspects of 

human civilization such as economics, resources, poverty, population and sustainability. THIS 

DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD COURSE DESCRIPTION FOR AP 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE. 

 

AP PHYSICS A  

AP PHYSICS B  

UC APPROVED (ucd, d, cg) 

Students explore principles of Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and 

power; mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. The course is based on six Big 

Ideas, which encompass core scientific principles, theories, and processes that cut across traditional 

boundaries and provide a broad way of thinking about the physical world. The following are Big Ideas:  

Objects and systems have properties such as mass and charge. Systems may have internal structure.  

Fields existing in space can be used to explain interactions.  The interactions of an object with other 

objects can be described by forces. Interactions between systems can result in changes in those systems. 

Changes that occur as a result of interactions are constrained by conservation laws. Waves can transfer 

energy and momentum from one location to another without the permanent transfer of mass and serve as 

a mathematical model for the description of other phenomena. THIS DESCRIPTION IS TAKEN FROM 

THE COLLEGE BOARD COURSE DESCRIPTION FOR AP PHYSICS. 

 

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY A  

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY B  

UC APPROVED (ucd, d, cg,bs) 
The Human Anatomy and Physiology course is designed as an upper-level science course to provide an 

introduction to the inner workings of the human body. The course sequence aims to explore all eleven 

systems that comprise the human body by emphasizing physiological mechanisms and a thorough 

understanding of how anatomical structure fits function to provide an integrated view of the human body 

and how these systems work together to promote homeostasis. Through classroom discussions, text 

readings, case study analysis, laboratory exercises, student research of health issues, students will gain an 

understanding and appreciation of the inner workings of the human body.  

 

The Human Anatomy and Physiology course begins with an introduction to the course with a study of the 

organization of the body, body tissues, and levels of organization. The course continues with an 

exploration of the eleven body systems beginning with integumentary. Students then learn about the 

skeletal, muscular and reproductive systems to finish the first semester. Second semester begins with an 
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investigation of the workings of the nervous system. The circulatory and respiratory systems follow. The 

course ends with a study of the immune, digestive, and excretory systems. 

 

BIOLOGY OF THE LIVING EARTH  A  

BIOLOGY OF THE LIVING EARTH  B  

UC APPROVED (ucd, d, cg,bs) 

In this Biology course, students will utilize various Crosscutting Concepts and Science and Engineering 

Practices to explore biological concepts that build comprehension around two driving questions: What 

connections exist between Earthôs changing environment and the coevolution of life? and How and in 

what ways do organisms, including humans, depend on and impact the environment?  Earth and Space 

Science concepts are integrated in a strategic way, designed to deepen student understanding of life on 

Earth and the interactions between the biotic and abiotic systems. This course engages students in 

building an understanding of life and how life changes over time in response to a changing environment. 

Central to this understanding is the study of interactions of living organisms and their environments on 

both macroscopic and microscopic scales.  This includes an exploration of matter and energy transfer, 

ecological relationships, molecular biology, genetics, and evolution. It also includes an analysis of the 

impacts of these systems.  The course begins and ends with systems interaction in ecosystems. 

BIOLOGY HONOR S A  

BIOLOGY HONORS B  

UC APPROVED (ucd, d, cg,bs) 
Biology is the study of all living things. Living things are characterized as having the ability to reproduce, 

grow, adjust and adapt. This includes plants, animals and microorganisms. This course is designed to 

enhance studentôs awareness on the essentials of biology and the underlying disciplines that it covers: 

Cell Biology, Genetics, Evolution, Ecology, Physiology and Investigation and Experimentation. Students 

will be able to understand the relationship between living and nonliving things and their effects on each 

other. Students will be able to actively carry out investigations and experiments through a series of lab 

experiments. This course follows the content covered in a regular biology class, but the depth of content 

covered is expanded. Students in this course have greater exposure to the non-tested standards that are 

outlined in the California State Standards. Every lab report has an added component that requires students 

to apply knowledge learned from the lab to other fields of science. Each unit also includes short response 

questions to the essential questions of the unit. Students must write one or two concise paragraphs that 

answer the essential questions and provide supporting data. Students are also taught the process of editing 

their own work using a teacher-generated rubric. Students also use the rubric on peerôs lab reports to aid 

the revision process and allow students the opportunity to improve their written work. In this course 

students design and execute their own experiment using the scientific method. Students are required to 

cite various sources, both online and college level texts. Students prepare presentations and papers 

explaining their experiment and results. The findings will be reported to their peers at the end of the year 

at the science fair. This science fair is conducted following state testing.  Students enrolled in this biology 

course will acquire skills for life long application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation.  By utilizing the 

California State Standards, students will generate a curiosity to understand and relate to the living world. 

Exposure to scientific methods, technology, and lab equipment and procedures will lead to an organized 

level of achievement and appreciation for science. Ultimately, this course will unveil the uncertainties of 

new technological advancements in science and the future of our environment. Students will become 

sensitive to the ethical implications of technology and the global concerns of our planet. Students will 

improve their scientific, qualitative writing skills that are required to succeed in college level science 

courses. 

 

CHEMISTRY IN THE EARTH SYSTEM A  

CHEMISTRY IN THE EARTH SYSTEM  B  









http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html
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