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AFFIRMATIONS AND ASSURANCES   
 
9ƭ /ŀƳƛƴƻ wŜŀƭ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊŜƛƴ ŀǎ ά9ƭ /ŀƳƛƴƻ wŜŀƭΣέ ά9/w/I{έ ŀƴŘ ά/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ 
{ŎƘƻƻƭέύ ǎƘŀƭƭΥ  
 

¶ Be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations. 
(California Education Code όƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ά9ŘΦ /ƻŘŜέύ Ϡ птслрόŜύόмύΦύ 

 

¶ Not charge tuition. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(1).) 
 

¶ Not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of disability, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic that 
is contained in the definition of hate crimes set forth in section 422.55 of the Penal Code, including 
immigration status. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(1); Ed. Code § 220.) 

 

¶ Except as provided in Education Code section 47605(e)(2), admission to a charter school shall not be 
determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or legal guardian, 
within this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter 
school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who 
reside within the former attendance area of that school. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(1).) 

 

¶ Admit all pupils who wish to attend Charter School. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(2)(A).) 
 

¶ Except for existing pupils of Charter School, determine attendance by a public random drawing if the 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending Charter School and pupils who reside in the Los 
!ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ¦ƴƛŦƛŜŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ όŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊŜƛƴ ŀǎ ά[!¦{5έ ŀƴŘ ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέύΦ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
not result in limiting enrollment access for pupils with disabilities, academically low-achieving pupils, 
English learners, neglected or delinquent pupils, homeless pupils, or pupils who are economically 
disadvantaged, as determined by eligibility for any free or reduced-price meal program, foster 
youth, or pupils based on nationality, race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation, and shall not require 
mandatory parental volunteer hours as a criterion for admission or continued enrollment. (Ed. Code 
§ 47605(e)(2)(B).) 

 

¶ Charter school shall not encourage a pupil currently attending the Charter School to disenroll from 
the Charter School or transfer to another school for any reason, including, but not limited to, 
academic performance of the pupil or because the pupil exhibits any of the characteristics described 
in Education Code section 47605(e)(2)(B)(iii).  (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(4).)  

 

¶ If a pupil is expelled or leaves Charter School without graduating or completing the school year for 
ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ 
known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of 
the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and health 
information. (Ed. Code § 47605(e)(3).) 
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¶ Meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Education 
Code sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil 
assessments applicable to pupils in non-charter public schools. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(1).) 

 

¶ Consult, on a regular basisΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ ό9ŘΦ /ƻŘŜ Ϡ птслрόŘύόнύΦύ   

 
Charter School hereby declares that Charter School, operated as or by its nonprofit public benefit 
corporation, is and ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act (EERA), Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 
3540) of Division 4 of Title I of the Government Code. Charter School shall comply with all provisions of 
the EERA and shall act independently from LAUSD for collective bargaining purposes. In accordance with 
the EERA, employees may join and be represented by an organization of their choice for collective 
bargaining purposes. 
 
bh¢9Υ ¢Ƙƛǎ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ άCŜŘŜǊŀƭΣ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ όC{5w[ύΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
the Assurances, Affirmations, and Declarations section above. The FSDRL should be highlighted in gray 
within each Charter element or section. The final section of the Charter provides a consolidated 
addendum of the FSDRL. This intentional redundancy facilitates efficient charter petition review while 
ensuring ready access to the FSDRL for any given section of the Charter. To the extent that any 
inconsistency may exist between any provision contained within the body of the Charter and the FSDRL 
contained in the addendum, the provisions of the FSDRL addendum shall control. 
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ELEMENT 1 ɀ THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ άŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
21st century, and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the 
objective of enabling pupils to become self-ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘΣ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΦέ (Ed. Code § 
47605(c)(5)(A)(i).) 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛed 
pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of 
Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served, and specific annual actions to achieve those 
goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΦέ (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(5)(A)(ii).) 
 
άLŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΣ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and 
the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school 
that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered 
transferable and courses approved by the University of California or the California State University as 
ŎǊŜŘƛǘŀōƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά!έ ǘƻ άDέ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(5)(A)(iii).) 

 
LOCAL CONTROL FUNDING FORMULA (LCFF) AND LOCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

PLAN (LCAP) 
 
Charter School acknowledges and agrees that it must comply with all applicable laws and regulations 
related to AB 97 (2013) (Local Control Funding Formula), as they may be amended from time to time, 
which include the requirement that Charter School shall annually submit a Local Control and 
Accountability Plan (LCAP)/annual update to the Los Angeles County Superintendent of Schools and the 
Charter Schools Division (CSD) on or before July 1. In accordance with Education Code sections 47604.33 
and 47606.5, Charter School shall annually update its goals and annual actions to achieve those goals 
identified in the charter pursuant to Education Code section 47605(c)(5)(A)(ii), using the Local Control 
and Accountability Plan template adopted by the State Board of Education, as it may be changed from 
time to time. Charter School shall comply with all requirements of Education Code section 47606.5, 
includƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ άǎƘŀƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΣ 
administrators, other school personnel, parents, and pupils in developing the local control and 
accountability plan and annual update to the local control ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇƭŀƴΦέ ό9ŘΦ /ƻŘŜ Ϡ 
47606.5(d).) 

 
ACADEMIC CALENDAR AND SCHEDULES 
 
Charter School shall offer, at a minimum, the number of minutes of instruction set forth in Education 
Code section 47612.5, and the number of school days required by California Code of Regulations, title 5, 
section 11960.   
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MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT 
 
Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements of the California Mathematics Placement 
Act of 2015. 

 
TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN 
 
Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements regarding transitional kindergarten. For 
purposes of admission to Charter School, transitional kindergarten shall be considered a part of 
kindergarten, and therefore students enrolled in transitional kindergarten at Charter School shall be 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘΣ 
and lottery.   

 
WASC ACCREDITATION 
 
If Charter School serves students in grades 9-12, before Charter School graduates its first class of 
students, Charter School shall obtain, and thereafter maintain, Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC) accreditation. 

 
ENGLISH LEARNERS 
 
Charter School shall identify potential English Learners in a timely manner in accordance with all 
applicable legal requirements. Charter School must provide all English Learners with an effective English 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŦŦƻǊŘǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ 
academic curriculum. Instructional plans for English Learners must be (1) based on sound educational 
theory; (2) adequately supported with trained teachers and appropriate materials and resources; and (3) 
periodically evaluated to make sure the program is successful and modified when the program is not 
successful.   
 
On an annual basis, upon request, Charter School shall submit a certification to the LAUSD Charter 
Schools Division (CSD) that certifies that Charter School has adopted and is implementing either the 
LAUSD Master Plan for English Learners and Standard Engish Learners or /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǿƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 
Learner (EL) Master Plan. If Charter School chooses to implement its own EL Master Plan, the plan shall 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 9[ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ  
 

¶ Iƻǿ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 9[ Master Plan provides all of its English Learners, including but not 
limited to Long Term English Learners (LTELs) with an effective English language acquisition 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 
curriculum 

¶ Iƻǿ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 

¶ What services will be offered 

¶ How, where, and by whom the services will be provided 

¶ How Charter School will evaluate its EL program each year, and how the results of this 
evaluation will be used to improve the program, including the provision of EL services 
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Each year, Charter School shall provide to the CSD a report on its annual evaluation of the effectiveness 
of its EL program. Upon request, Charter School shall provide a copy of its current EL Master Plan to the 
CSD. 
 
Charter School shall administer the CELDT/ELPAC annually in accordance with federal and state 
requirements.  
 
Charter School shall reclassify English Learners in accordance with federal and state requirements. 
 
Charter School shall provide parent outreach services and meaningfully inform parents with limited 
English proficiency of important information regarding Charter School matters to the same extent as 
other parents. 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
Federal Law Compliance 
 
Charter School shall adhere to all provisions of federal law related to students with disabilities including, 
but not limited to, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004. 
 
Special Education Program 
 
Charter School shall ensure that no student otherwise eligible to enroll in Charter School shall be denied, 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǘƻ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴability to provide necessary 
services. Charter School acknowledges that policies and procedures are in place to ensure the 
recruitment, enrollment, service, and retention of students with disabilities at LAUSD-authorized charter 
schools, including Charter School.  
 
Prior to LAUSD Board of Education approval of an initial Charter petition, and if a renewing Charter 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ ŀ άǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
execute a Memorandum of UnderstandinƎ όάah¦έύ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [!¦{5 ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
regarding the provision and funding of special education services consistent with applicable state law 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [!¦{5 {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ !ǊŜŀ όά{9[t!έύ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ  and shall be 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
Code section 47641(b).  However, Charter School reserves the right to make written verifiable 
assurances that it may become an independent local educational agency (LEA) and join a SELPA 
pursuant to Education Code section 47641(a) either on its own or with a grouping of charter school LEAs 
as a consortium following the requirements of Education Code section 56195.3(b).  In this instance, 
Charter School will execute a MOU with LAUSD on provisions of special education as a member of a non-
LAUSD SELPA. 
 
SELPA Reorganization  
 
The Los Angeles Unified School District is approved to operate as a single-District SELPA under the 
provisions of Education Code section 56195.1(a). As a  single-District SELPA, the District has created two 
charter school sections (District-operated Programs and Charter-operated Programs) under the 
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administration of one single Administrative Unit pursuant to a reorganization plan approved by the 
Board of Education on January 4, 2011 (149/10-11). Full implementation of the reorganized LAUSD 
SELPA commenced in the 2013-2014 school year requiring all District-authorized charter schools to elect 
one of the three options available under the LAUSD SELPA. Prior to an option election, all District-
authorized charter schools were required to participate as a school of the District under the District-
Operated Programs Unit. Prior to the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year, all District-authorized 
charter schools, other than those that had previously executed an Option 3 Memorandum of 
¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ όάah¦έύΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ah¦ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ [!¦{5 {9[t! ƻǇǘƛƻƴ 
election for the remainder of the charter petition term. The Charter-operated Program schools do not 
have LEA status for the purposes of special education but will function in a similar role in that each 
charter school will be responsible for all special education requirements, including but not limited to 
services, placement, due process, related services, special education classes, and special education 
supports. Charter schools that have elected to participate in a District-operated programs option may 
apply for membership in the Charter-operated Program section of the SELPA. Charter schools accepted 
for participation in the Charter-operated Programs section receive support from a Special Education 
Director for the Charter-operated Programs.  
 
¦ǎŜ ƻŦ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Policies and Procedures and Data Systems 
 
All charter schools approved by the LAUSD Board of Education are bound by and must adhere to the 
terms, conditions and requirements of orders imposed upon the District pertaining to special education.  
!ƭƭ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛal Education Policies and Procedures Manual 
and Welligent, the District-wide web-based software system used for online Individualized Education 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ όάL9tǎέύ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
education. 
 
All charter schools are required to interface with My Integrated Student Information System (MiSiS) via 
a web based Application Programming Interface (API). MiSiS is a suite of applications which is designed 
to capture all student data. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1. General Information Table 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

Å The contact person for the Charter School is: David Hussey, Executive Director  

Å The contact address for the Charter School is: 5440 Valley Circle Boulevard 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

Å The contact phone number for the Charter 
School is: 

818-595-7500 

Å The current address of the Charter School is: 5440 Valley Circle Boulevard 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(Main Campus) 
 
7401 Shoup Avenue 
West Hills, CA 91307 
(Independent Study Program Campus) 
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Å This location is in LAUSD Board District: 3 

Å This location is in LAUSD Local District: NW 

Å The grade configuration of the Charter School is: 9-12 

Å The number of students in the first year will be: 3,750 

Å The grade level(s) of the students in the first 
year will be: 

9-12 

The /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ 
instruction in 2021-2022: 

August 9, 2021 (tentative) 

Å The enrollment capacity: 
 

3,800 

Å The type of instructional calendar (e.g. 
traditional/year-round, single track/multi-track, 
extended day/year) will be: 

Traditional 

ω The bell schedule for the Charter School will be: 7:00 a.m. - 3:14 p.m.            

Å The term of this Charter for Middle and High 
performing schools:  

July 1, 2021- June 30, 2026 
 

The term of this Charter for Low performing 
schools:  

July 1, 2021- June 30, 2023 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEED FOR CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

2. School Performance Over the Current Charter Term and Renewal Criteria 
 
Since converting to a charter school in 2011, ECRCHS has continued a long tradition of excellence in 
public education, as well as implemented changes that have enhanced the high school experience for its 
students and provided the community with a premier public high school option. 
 
ECRCHS is proud of the accomplishments of its students. Below are some highlights of awards and 
recognition ECRCHS students and the Charter School have achieved since the last charter renewal, 
followed by highlights of the Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ programs, outcomes, and operational changes 
over the current charter term.  
 
ǒ ECRCHSΩ U.S. Academic Decathlon team, composed of nine students each year, holds a record 

12 State Championship titles and eight National Championship titles, the most of any school in 
the nationΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Ƴƻǎt recent national victory was in 2018. In 2020, ECRCHS placed first in 
state and was ranked number one in the nation but was unable to compete for the national title 
due to COVID-19.  Additionally, ECRCHS won four online national championships, most recently 
in 2019. 

ǒ The National Merit Scholarship Corporation recognized 12 students from the ECRCHS Class of 
2019 as National Merit Commended Scholars.  

ǒ In 2019, seven ECRCHS students were recognized by tƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ 
Recognition Program.  

ǒ ECRCHSΩ STEAM program has been re-envisioned to meet the growing needs of our student 
population. The STEAM program will offer university-like concentrations, at a high school level, 
to inspire students to pursue STEAM-related majors and career pathways. Although it is in its 
design phase, the STEAM program will likely follow a school-within-a-school model where 
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students take coursework that specializes in a common curricular theme, ranging from 
computer science and engineering to medical and environmental sciences. The STEAM 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ newest courses include Innovations in Green Technology, Introduction to Engineering 
Design, Principles of Biomedical Engineering, Video Game Design, and Digital Media. More 
STEAM will be added during the coming charter term. 

ǒ The Robotics Club fosters an inclusive and student-centered STEAM program led by student 
leadership and mentored by STEAM teachers. Students design, build, and program robots from 
scratch each year that compete in head to head challenges against robots from around the 
world. In the last two years alone, 9/w/I{Ω wƻōƻǘƛŎǎ /ƭǳō has won over twenty awards, 
including over half a dozen tournament champions awards. Four teams have qualified for state 
championships, and one team competed at world championships. In addition to building strong 
technical skills, Robotics Club students also learn many important soft skills, including 
teamwork, communication and negotiation. Students who participate in this program gain skills 
that will help them to become leaders in their communities. 

ǒ /ŀƳŜǊŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ {outhern 
California Vocal Association festival, and placed 4th and 3rd respectively in their competition 
last fall out of approximately 15 schools. These groups are invited to participate in the High 
School Honor Choir Festival with the LA Master Chorale at Walt Disney Concert Hall every May.  
In the spring of 2019, they were invited to sing at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, and in the 
spring of 2020, they were invited to sing at Carnegie Hall. 

ǒ ECRCHS' Advanced Orchestra is offered to all students in 9th-12th grade. Educational emphasis 
is placed on the advancement of instrumental technique, further development of music reading 
and comprehension skills, independent musicianship, style, and a deeper understanding of small 
group ensemble music and orchestral literature.   ECRCHS' Advanced Orchestra, having doubled 
in size over previous years, now plays in a variety of locations and festivals, including the Walt 
Disney Concert Hall, Disneyland, Six Flags, and SCSBOA festivals.  

ǒ ECRCHS' Jazz Ensembles consist of 2 traditional big bands with the opportunity for small 
group/combo experience. Each ensemble experiences a variety of repertoire of jazz styles from 
1900 to today, including swing, funk, be-bop, Latin and rock. Both jazz ensembles perform in a 
variety of concerts and festivals including Westlake Jazz Festival, Newbury Park Jazz Festival, Jazz 
at the Ranch, Canyon Jazz Festival.  

ǒ ECRCHS' marching band proudly performs at all home and away football games, community 
events, parades, and SCSBOA band competitions. A contemporary show style marching band, 
members learn new music and new routines for each home game during the season. Marching 
Band begins in July with rehearsals from 9am-5pm in preparation for the fall competitive season 
which begins in early September. ECRCHS' marching band has placed 4th in SCSBOA 
Championships in 2018 out of 52 groups and placed 7th in the 2A division in 2019 out of 56 
bands. The group continues to grow in size and is becoming more and more competitive in 
Southern California each year.   

ǒ ECRCHS boasts a well-respected curriculum and extracurricular program in communication and 
the arts. Students have brought home numerous awards from the Fall and Spring National High 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ {Ƙƻǿέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ 
television show El Camino Reality. This show was started by Careers in Entertainment Academy 
(CEA) faculty in 2012. It is produced every two weeks and provides over 30 students with 
experience in broadcast journalism, sports journalism, video production, audio production, news 
writing, and editing.  

ǒ ECRCHSΩ Speech and Debate Team attends many local tournaments and travels to major 
tournaments around the country. Since conversion to a charter school, ECRCHS has sent 
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many students each year to state and national speech and debate championships. This 
extracurricular activity propels students to develop critical skills in public speaking, research, 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΦ 9/w/I{Ωǎ {ǇŜŜŎƘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜōŀǘŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ 
on to pursue careers in law, journalism, business, and acting.  

ǒ ECRCHSΩ Drama Program participates in numerous festivals and competitions, including the Fall 
Festival and Shakespeare Festival organized by the Drama Teacher's Association of Southern 
California (DTASC).  In 2019-2020, the ECRCHS Drama Team was awarded third place overall at 
the DTASC Fall Festival JV division and third place overall in the Varsity division. Unfortunately, 
the DTASC Shakespeare Festival in the spring was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 5ǊŀƳŀ Program is known for creating performances that speak to current 
events and issues of interest to the students.  

ǒ ECRCHS continues its long tradition of excellence in athletics. ECRCHS won five Los Angeles City 
CIF Championships in 2014-нлмрΥ .ƻȅǎΩ {ƻŎŎŜǊΣ DƛǊƭǎΩ {ƻŎŎŜǊΣ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭΣ ²ǊŜǎǘƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ .ƻȅǎΩ 
Cross Country. Since 2011, ECRCHS has won 25 Los Angeles City CIF Championships. Currently, 
ECRCHS has 99 Los Angeles CIF Championships in the top division and 106 overall, including one 
State CIF Championship.  In addition, .ƻȅǎΩ {ƻŎŎŜǊ όнллфύΣ DƛǊƭǎΩ {ƻŎŎŜǊ όнлмоύΣ and DƛǊƭǎΩ 
±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ όнлмуύ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻ/ŀƭ /LC wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎΦ DƛǊƭǎΩ {ƻŎŎŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ нлмо aŀȄtǊŜǇǎ 
National Ranking Champion. {ƻŦǘōŀƭƭ ǿƻƴ ƛƴ нлмф ŀƴŘ .ƻȅǎΩ {ƻŎŎŜǊ ǿƻƴ ƛƴ нлнл ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
defending CIF-LA champions. ECRCHS has won at least one LA City Championship every year 
since 1977 (except in 1986). 

ǒ The Dance Guard team has won gold medals in two Winter Guard Association of Southern 
California Championships. 

ǒ ECRCHS founded a Step Team in 2017, and within a short time the Step Team began successfully 
competing in competitions.  It received 1st place at the 2019 West Coast National Step 
Competition in Las Vegas, NV, and 2nd place at the 2020 Best of the Bay Step Competition in 
Oakland, CA 

ǒ ECRCHS considers sustainability an integral part of the curriculum. In 2014, ECRCHS installed two 
electric vehicle charging stations on campus, and is currently the only K-12 school in the nation 
ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴŜǊƎȅΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǇƭŀce Charging Challenge. ECRCHS 
has also planned other academic programs and events that focus on sustainability. ECRCHS 
continues to hold its annual Earth Day Festival, which first began in 2014.  As part of the Earth 
Day Festival, students are encouraged to submit artwork and poetry inspired by their 
surrounding environment and conservation efforts. The Charter School has implemented a 
Sustainability Documentary Series that exposes students to films focused on current 
environmental, social, and economic issues and aims to spark discussion and encourage 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ  

ǒ As part of the Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ cultural proficiency, ECRCHS encourages students and 
staff to advocate for social justice and civic issues. For the past two years, the Howard Group has 
presented on a variety of topics, including Anti-Blackness, Building Positive Relationships, and 
Trauma Informed Instruction, to help the faculty understand and better serve the diverse 
populations they are working with. 

 
Beyond these impressive achievements by individual students and groups of students at ECRCHS, the 
post-conversion benefits of increased autonomy and flexibility have continued to positively impact 
curriculum development, hiring practices, school performance, and the overall school program. Of 
particular note:   
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ǒ {ƛƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ 9/w/I{Ω ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ тфΦу҈ 
in 2011 to 94% in 2019 (the most recently reported data by the CDE). 

ǒ SBAC scores in both ELA and Mathematics have remained stable over the past several years. In 
2017, 2018, and 2019, 59% of ECRCHS students met or exceeded standards assessed in ELA. In 

2018 and 2019, 41% of ECRCHS students met or exceeded the standards assessed in math. 
 
 The following tables illustrate SBAC results for the prior three years in which statewide testing was 
administered.  

ELA SBAC By Subgroup 2017 2018 2019 

School-wide 59% 59% 59% 

Black or African American 43% 41% 38% 

Asian 67% 71% 73% 

Filipino 73% 70% 72% 

Hispanic or Latino 49% 46% 54% 

White 63% 65% 62% 

Two or More Races 64% 69% 64% 

Students with Disabilities 17% 22% 21% 

Economically Disadvantaged 52% 53% 54% 

English Learners 10% 10%   0% 

 

 Math SBAC By Subgroup 2017 2018 2019 

 School-wide 46% 41% 41% 

 Black or African American 24% 23% 18% 

 Asian 62% 68% 65% 

 Filipino 60% 51% 66% 

 Hispanic or Latino 34% 26% 32% 

 White 50% 45% 44% 

 Two or More Races 54% 56% 40% 

 Students with Disabilities   9%   9%   8% 

 Economically Disadvantaged 37% 34% 36% 

 English Learners 10% 19% 13% 
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ECRCHS has sought to improve student outcomes through the following staffing changes and resulting 
program improvements since charter conversion: 
ǒ In the past four years, ECRCHS has continued to hire new teachers to keep class sizes low. 

ECRCHS also added a counseling position, lowering the counselor to student caseload ratio from 
645:1 to 515:1. 

ǒ Since going charter, ECRCHS has maintained its additional 23 teacher hires and eight additional 
general education and special education paraprofessionals, which has led to lower class sizes 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ άŀǘ-promiseέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘs 
receive. The Charter School has invested in an Intervention Team that consists of one 
Intervention Coordinator, one Latinx Coordinator, one African American Coordinator, and one 
LGBTQ+ Liaison. This has increased the amount of individualized academic guidance and 
personal guidance provided to each student. 

ǒ In 2012, ECRCHS began operating an Alternative Education program on the site of the former 
Miguel Leonis Continuing Education School in order to better serve students in need of credit 
recovery and alternative educational opportunities. ECRCHS leases this facility from LAUSD. The 
Alternative Education Program offers smaller class sizes and more individualized guidance, and 
assists students who have fallen behind through credit recovery opportunities. Students are 
recommended to this program by their guidance counselor, and may begin the program as early 
as the sophomore year. ECRCHS purchased an additional site to house its Independent Study 
program. The Independent Study program assists students who are unable to attend school in 
the traditional five days a week format. It is designed for students with special interests and 
abilities, scheduling challenges, or individual needs that cannot be accommodated in the 
traditional school setting. Students who graduate from either program receive an ECRCHS 
diploma. The addition of these programs has allowed ECRCHS to provide enhanced academic 
support services to at-promise students and improve their chances of completing high school, as 
evidenced in the steadily increasing graduation rate and steadily decreasing dropout rate.  

ǒ In March of 2020, EL Camino Real started a mentorship program for incoming freshmen, called 
Academic Involvement and Mentoring (AIM). The program was designed with the intention of 
helping incoming freshmen with their transition to high school by providing peer support and 
connections.  Student mentors are supervised by adult mentors and they work in unison to 
support the incoming freshmen (mentees).  They create an atmosphere of collaboration and 
allow the mentees to ask questions and get the needed help/support they might need. 

ǒ In the last four years, ECRCHS has added more instructional coaches and expanded the 
Intervention Team to provide teachers and students the extra support they need to be 
successful. ECRCHS went from one instructional coach to four, each with at least one period out 
of the classroom to provide sufficient time for these coaches to support teachers. 

ǒ In August of 2019, the Intervention Team in collaboration with Administration, started the Bus 
Pass Initiative for our Free and Reduced Price Meals (FRPM) students, through which students 
can apply for a school-issued TAP card. The program aims to increase student attendance and 
alleviate transportation concerns in order for students to focus on their academic achievements. 

ǒ Having additional safety officers (16 total) on campus has helped to reduce truancies and keep 
students in school for the entire school day.  A full-time attendance clerk makes daily phone 
calls to the parents/guardians of absent students to confirm the parents/guardians are aware of 
ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ 

 
ECRCHS has excelled in many other ways over the past charter term: 
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¶ [!¦{5Ωǎ /{5 ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ results to date in the areas of governance, finance, academics, 
and operations have been excellent: 

- In its most recent oversight visit report from CSD staff (June 2020), ECRCHS received a rating 
ƻŦ άоέ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 4 categories:  Governance, Organizational Management, Fiscal Operations, and 
Student Achievement and Educational Performance.   

¶ 9/w/I{Ω !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ 5ŀƛƭȅ !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ό!5!ύ rate of 96% in 2019-20 has contributed to the Charter 
SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ 9ƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƻŎus of school 
staff. Following conversion to a charter school in 2011, ECRCHS hired a full-time attendance 
clerk who makes daily phone calls to the parents or guardians of absent students in order to 
confirm the parents and guardians are aware of the absencŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
attendance record.  

¶ ECRCHS earned the maximum six-year WASC accreditation, issued in 2017.  The WASC team 
conducted a mid-cycle visit in 2020 during this six-year accreditation. 

¶ Student surveys indicate positive experiences at ECRCHS.  In May 2020, students, teachers, and 
parents/guardians participated in a student survey. Here are a few highlights from the survey: 
- 61% of students felt safe physically and emotionally at school. 
- 81% of students felt teachers were respectful towards students. 
- 64% of teachers felt that available professional development opportunities were useful. 
- 68% of teachers though the Charter School supported their professional growth. 
- 82% of teachers viewed student interaction amongst each other as supportive. 
- 76% of teachers felt that leadership was friendly towards them. 
- 61% of parents/guardians felt their child enjoyed attending ECR. 
- 61% of the parents/guardians agree the Charter School values diversity. 
- 68% of parents/guardians felt their children were safe at school. 

 
ECRCHS is committed in providing a smooth and pleasant experience when it comes to school 
operations: 
 

¶ Thirteen additional classified staff members, including clerical office staff and technology office 
staff, have been added over the prior charter term, enabling ECRCHS to provide greater 
responsiveness in the front office and improved home/school communications. The addition of 
this staff has also led to improved non-academic support services; employees are now focused 
on key tasks such as the processing of applications for the Free and Reduced Price Meal 
program, which ensures students and families have access to necessary resources. The 
technology office has built an online student store that allows students and families to make 
school purchases online, and implemented software that enables the Charter School to send 
reminders to families regarding upcoming deadlines and school events.   

¶ ECRCHS has a full-time nurse who attends to ill and injured students and provides nutritional 
counseling when necessary.  

¶ The hiring of six additional building and grounds staff over the prior charter term has provided 
students and staff with cleaner, well-maintained facilities.  

¶ In 2019, ECRCHS expanded mental health supports available on campus through the addition of 
a Psychiatric Social Worker (PSW) for three days per week. Following a review of data, it was 
determined that additional campus-ōŀǎŜŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ t{²Ωǎ 
schedule was increased to 5 days per week. 
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¶ Five new technology support staff have been added over the prior charter term to assist in the 
implementation of a 1:1 student computer program rollout, as well as assisting teachers with 
Canvas and technology integration. 

All of these changes have enhanced ECR/I{Ω ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ 
academic programs and extracurricular activities that appeal to students of diverse backgrounds.  This 
has led to increased interest from students and families throughout the San Fernando Valley.  While 
ECRCHS continues to serve all students who wish to attend and who reside in the former attendance 
boundaries of the Charter School, ECRCHS has experienced increasing interest from families who live 
outside of this area. In the 2019-2020 school year, 55% of students entered the Charter School through 
the lottery, representing 61 different zip codes. For the 2020-2021 school year, ECRCHS had a waitlist of 
over 300 students. In the 2020-2021 school year, 51% of our student body consists of students who 
reside outside the original attendance boundaries of ECRCHS, compared to 49% in the prior academic 
year.  
 
ECRCHS has partnerships with several community organizations, including the local chapter of the 
Chamber of Commerce. ECRCHS also participates in manȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ 9/w/I{Ω ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
academic performance and national recognition bring economic vibrancy to the surrounding community 
in terms of increasing property value, as new families are motivated to move into the area.   
 
ECRCHS recognizes that it has areas for growth and improvement that it continues to work on and/or 
will improve moving forward, as identified in the mid-cycle WASC report. 
 

¶ Create, define, and implement a schoolwide system and structure that allows a thorough 
creation (where needed) and analysis of data so that data drives instruction while incorporating 
current educational research in curriculum and instruction. Continue to provide training and 
more collaboration time to ensure common faculty understandings about the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS), curriculum mappings, and the creation, usage, implementation, and 
accountability of both formative and summative assessment data. All departments will utilize 
Common Formative Assessments (CFAs), interim/ benchmark assessments to measure student 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ //{{ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
progress toward longer-term goals, inform instruction and identify support for struggling 
students. Continue to provide and follow up on research based instructional practice inside the 
classroom and allow the teachers to collaborate with their colleagues, to share best practices, 
and review data to guide instruction. 

¶ Reinforcing the college prep orientation of the Charter School and strengthening the connection 
between student learning and real-world relevance (including career planning) by implementing 
Naviance lessons in all grade levels. Continue professional development on college going culture 
and career exploration, working towards utilizing existing community connections into providing 
internships, mentorships, field trips, job, shadowing, and project-based learning. Continue to 
provide outreach to parents/guardians and provide multiple opportunities for 
parents/guardians to be active participants in the college going culture and career learning 
process through workshops and 1:1 conferences. 

¶ Closing existing achievement gaps by improving the 9th grade transition to high school, 
expanding intervention services ς during school and extended day ς to students of all grades 
requiring additional support, providing non-academic supports that meet the holistic needs of 
students, and developing professional development to help teachers reach students from 
different subgroups. Continue to develop and increase opportunities for academic and mental 
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health issues and solidify the process for referrals. Additionally, we will continue to expand and 
identify programs that will assist struggling students by providing additional outreach through 
intervention and parent education. 

 
a. Renewal Criteria, Academic Performance Data and Other Absolute and Comparative 

Performance Indicators 
 
The Charter School is eligible for a five-year renewal term under the applicable renewal standard 
articulated in Education Code Section 47607.2(b)(1), consistent with the determination by the California 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀ άƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǘƛŜǊέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ1  Section 47607.2(b) provides 
that: 
 

όмύ Χ ώ¢ϐƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǿƛŘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
performance of all subgroups of pupils served by the charter school on the state 
indicators included in the [California School Dashboard] and the performance of the 
charter school on the local indicators included in the [California School Dashboard]. 

(2) The chartering authority shall provide greater weight to performance on 
measurements of academic performance in determining whether to grant a charter 
renewal. 

 
The Charter School shows evidence of success on both statewide and local indicators.  The following 
table displays performance levels for State, the District, and the Charter School for the 2017-2018 and 

2018-19 school years.  For ease of reference, each color contains the performance metric 
associated with that indicator; in the case of CAASPP ELA and Math, the percentages shown are 
the percentages of students scoring at or above the standard assessed. 
 

Indicator 2018 
State 

2018 
LAUSD 

2018  
ECR 

 2019 
State 

2019 
LAUSD 

2019 ECR 

    Statewide Indicators 

CAASPP ELA 50% 42% 59%  51% 44% 59% 

CAASPP Math 39% 32% 41%  40% 33% 41% 

Graduation Rate 83% 77% 90%  85% 78% 94% 

Suspension Rate 3.5% 0.8% 1.8%  3.5% 0.7% 2.5% 

College/Career 
Readiness 

42% 38% 51%  44% 38% 50% 

  Local Indicators 

Basics: Teachers, 
Instructional 
Materials, 
Facilities 

 Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

  Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

Parent and 
Family 
Engagement 

 Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

  Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

                                                           
1 See https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/documents/ab1505results2020.xlsx at 829. 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ch/documents/ab1505results2020.xlsx
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Local Climate 
Survey 

 Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

  Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

Access to a Broad 
Course of Study 

 Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

  Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

Implementation 
of Academic 
Standards 

 Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

  Standard 
Met 

Standard 
Met 

 
!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊƛƴƎ 9/w/I{Ω Dashboard performance reflects, ECRCHS met the standard for 
ŀƭƭ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ нлму ŀƴŘ нлмфΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 9/w/I{Ω ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ 9[! ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘ ƛƴ нлмф 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀ άƳŜŘƛǳƳέ όȅŜƭƭƻǿύ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘors 
ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ 9[! ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘΣ 9/w/I{ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀǎ άƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΣέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Dashboard and that ECRCHS outperformed the performance of the majority of high school students 
tested in the State and District.  The underlying CAASPP data used to generate the Dashboard indicator 
levels also indicates that ECRCHS has consistently outperformed the State and the District in ELA and 
aŀǘƘΣ ŀǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ  Lƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ άƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
weight to performance on measurements of academic performance in determining whether to grant a 
ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭέ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜǊƛǘǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻŦ 
9/w/I{Ω ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊΦ 
 
The Dashboard and Dashboard-Related Measures of Performance 
The Dashboard color levels are determined based on two factors: (i) the average distance from the 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ όά5C{έύ ŦƻǊ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ /!!{tt 9[! ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ Ƙƻǿ 
close students were on average to the minimum score needed for a Level 3 (standard met) score on 
/!!{tt 9[! ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ όƛƛύ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 5C{ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ   
 
For CAASPP ELA in 2019, the Dashboard indicates that ECRCHS had a DFS of 20.4 points above the 
standard which, based on the Dashboard Technical Handbook, places ECRCHS at the medium 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜƭƻǿ άƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ слth percentile of high 
schools. 
 
In CAASPP math for 2019, although the Dashboard indicateǎ ǘƘŀǘ 9/w/I{Ω 5C{ ǿŀǎ  орΦм Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
standard, based on the Dashboard Technical Handbook, that score places ECRCHS between the top 70th 
and 75th ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘƛƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōŀƴŘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀǎ άƘƛƎƘέ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΦ  
 
Although in 2019, ECRCHS and [!¦{5 ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ άȅŜƭƭƻǿέ ƛƴ 9[! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ 
άƎǊŜŜƴΣέ 9/w/I{ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ōȅ нл ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ōŜƭƻǿ 
the standard in ELA. 
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Lƴ ƳŀǘƘΣ 9/w/I{Ω 5C{ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǇŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 5C{ ŦƻǊ [!¦{5 ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
past two years measured on the Dashboard.  

 
 
For CAASPP ELA, in all four of the past four years for which data is available, ECRCHS had a greater 
percentage of students performing at or above the standard than LAUSD 11th grade students at large, 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмфΣ 9/w/I{ ƻǳǘǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ммth grade 
students in the aggregate.  Notably, although the Dashboard shows that ECRCHS had a three point 
decline in mean DFS score from 2018 to 2019, the chart below shows that the percentage of students 
performing at or above the standard actually increased between 2018 and 2019. 

2018 2019

ECR 23.4 20.4

LAUSD -29.2 -23.7

State -6 -2.5
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For CAASPP Math, in all four of the past four years for which data is available, ECRCHS also had a greater 
percentage of 11th ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ммth grade 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ммth grade students in the aggregate. Similar to ELA, although the Dashboard 
shows that ECRCHS had a 5.5 point decline in mean DFS score from 2018 to 2019, the chart below shows 
that the percentage of students performing at or above the standard stayed flat between 2018 and 
2019. 
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Subgroup Performance in ELA and Math 
{ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ 9/w/I{Ω ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƴƛƴŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
performed in the top three performance levels on the Dashboard in CAASPP Math and six out of nine 
subgroups performed in the top three performance levels in CAASPP ELA.  Again, the metric in each 
color is the percentage of students performing at or above the standard assessed. 
 

Indicator CAASPP  
ELA 
2019 

 CAASPP Math 
2019 

Students with Disabilities 21%  8% 

English Learners 0%  13% 

Socioeconomically Disadvantaged 54%  36% 

White 62%  44% 

Asian 73%  65% 

Hispanic 54%  32% 

Filipino 72%  66% 

African American 38%  18% 

Two or More Races 64%  54% 

 
{ǳōƎǊƻǳǇ Řŀǘŀ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻǳǘǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ 9[! 
and Math as measured by the percentage of students in those subgroups that achieved above the 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ 9[ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǘ ƻǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ άƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƳŜǘέ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω 
ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻǳǘǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ outperformed or performed 
on par* with the State in ELA. 
 

 
ϝ!ƴ ƻƴ ǇŀǊ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ м ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ 
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ELA Subgroup Performance 
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Math Subgroup Performance 
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As the table and charts demonstrate below, ECRCHS also continues to perform well relative to the other 
high schools in the area.  
 

2019 SBAC ELA and Mathematics: Percent Met and Exceeded Standards  
Compared to Neighboring High Schools 

 

 ECRCHS Canoga Chatsworth Cleveland Reseda Taft 

ELA 59% 58% 61% 69% 44% 66% 

Math 41% 11% 29% 42% 30% 41% 

 

2019 ELA ECRCHS Canoga Chatsworth Cleveland Reseda Taft 

Black or African American 38% 50% 38% 75% 15% 42% 

Asian 73% *  62% 84% 68% 71% 
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Economically Disadvantaged 54% 58% 58% 60% 43% 59% 

English Learners 0% 9% 7% 5% 7% 0% 

 
 

2019 ELA ECRCHS Canoga Chatsworth Cleveland Reseda Taft 

American Indian or Alaska 

Native 

N/A *  N/A *  *  *  

Native Hawaiian or Pacific 

Islander 

*  *  *  N/A N/A *  

Two or More Races 64% *  N/A *  *  *  

 
In order to protect student privacy, an asterisk (*) is displayed instead of a number for each subgroup 
where ten or fewer students tested.            
 

 



 
 

 
EL CAMINO REAL CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL RENEWAL PETITION      30 
 

 
 
Source: https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/ 
 
English Learner Progress 
9/w/I{Ω 9[ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ English language proficiency.  
Although the Dashboard does not assign a color indicator for English Learner Progress, in 2019, the 
Dashboard indicated that 71.2% of ECRCHS EL students made progress towards English-language 
ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ άǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘέ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƎǳƛŘŜΦ  .ȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘΣ 
only 45% of District students made progress towards English-language proficiency and on a statewide 
ōŀǎƛǎΣ ƻƴƭȅ пуΦо҈ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀǎ άƳŜŘƛǳƳέ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ 
 

 
 
ECR also shares the following additional information on the progress of its EL students: 
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CA 48.3

LAUSD 45
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¶ In the 2018-2019 school year, ECRCHS had 95 English Learners (ELs) ς 2.7% of the student 
population, along with another 609 students (17.1%) who previously were reclassified fluent-
English proficient.  Based on CALPADS preliminary data, in 2018-2019, ECRCHS reclassified 50 
students ς or 52.6% of the ELs (CDE Enrollment by ELAS and CALPADS Fall 1 2018-19 and Fall 1 
2018-20 Reports).                                                                                                                                                                          

¶ On the Summative ELPAC exams in the 2018-2019 school year (the most recent year for which 
data is officially reported on CAASPP), 36% of ELs scored Well Developed, 41% scored 
Moderately  Developed, and another 23% scored Somewhat or Minimally Developed -- 
exŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ²Ŝƭƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ мс҈Φ 

 
Initial ELPAC 

 
 
Summative ELPAC 

 

Notes Scores for 2018ς19 should not be compared to scores from previous years as the thresholds have 
changed and the scores are not comparable.                                                                                                      

*The State Board of Education approved the use of the ELPAC Overall Performance Level 4 as one of the 
proficiency criteria for reclassification 
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Reporting Period 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

Overall       

English Learners 93 91 112 95 67 66 

Reclassified (From Prior AY Census Day 
to Current AY Census Day) 

 15 4 7 47 

Unavailable 

Reclassification Period  2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 

% Reclassified  16.1% 4.4% 6.3% 49.5%  

 

¶ ECRCHS revamped its EL program and hired a new coordinator to oversee the program.  The ELD 
Coordinator gave various in-service professional development related to EL students to the staff 
that helped our instructional practices throughout the year.  As a school, ECRCHS focused on 
these students and it was reflected in the percentage of students that were reclassified in 2018-
2019.  

 
California Science Test 
 
ECRCHS also had a greater percentage of students achieving at or above the standard on the California 
{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ¢Ŝǎǘ όά/!{¢έύ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 
 

 
 
Graduation Rate 
 
During the current charter term, ECRCHS improved its Dashboard performance on the graduation rate 
indicator, from yellow to green, ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нлмт ŀƴŘ нлмфΦ 9/w/I{Ω ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 
and related metrics is described in further detail, below. 
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¶ 9/w/I{Ω ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ 
subgroup growth since charter conversion: 
- ECRCHS achieved a 93.6% overall graduation rate in the 2018-2019 school year, up 3% from 

the previous year.  Our 2018-2019 overall graduation rate of 93.6% is significantly higher 
than the graduation rate reported for LAUSD (76.6%) and the State (83%).  

- In 2018-2019, the graduation rate for Hispanic students enrolled at ECRCHS was 93.5%, an 
increase of 2.6% from the previous year and 17% higher than LAUSD. The graduation rates 
for African American students in 2018-2019 was 86.4%, which is 15% higher than the 
graduation rate of that subgroup for LAUSD. 

- The graduation rate for EL students in 2018-2019 was 77.8%, an increase of 4% from the 
previous year. Los Padres Latinos de ECR, the Executive Director, the Intervention team, and 
the Administrative Director who oversees the EL program meet regularly with 
parent/guardian members of the Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊ Advisory Council (ELAC) to 
listen to their concerns and provide information families need to make informed decisions 
for their children. ECRCHS has implemented many suggestions from ELAC parent/guardian 
members, including extended library hours and after school tutoring programs. 

- The Charter School is proud of the fact that, through its Alternative Education and 
Independent Study Programs, it is better able to meet the needs of students who need extra 
time to meet graduation requirements. Our five-year graduation cohort graduation rates are 
95.3% for 2016-17 and 92.3% for 2017-18. 

- 9/w/I{Ω 2018-2019 overall graduation rate of 94% is higher than the 2018-2019 graduation 
rates of comparison resident schools, including Canoga (80.5%); Taft (93.2%); Chatsworth 
(90.4%); Reseda (86.3%); and Cleveland (88.6%)  

- 9/w/I{Ω 2018-2019 graduation rates for specific student subgroups exceed those of all 
surrounding residential schools. 

 
Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rates 
 

Year School-wide African 
American 

Hispanic Asian Filipino White Multi -

Race 

FRPM 

2016-17 94% 95% 94% 98% 98% 94% 89% 89% 

2017-18 90% 89% 90% 95% 98% 89% 88% 90% 

2018-19 94% 86% 93% 95% 93% 94% 98% 93% 
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The following graph shows 9/w/I{Ω ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 2018-2019 graduation rates for specific student subgroups 
compared to those of surrounding residential schools.  
 

 
Source: cde.ca.gov (Cohort Outcome Data for the Class of 2019) 
 

¶ Dropout rates have also decreased significantly since charter conversion and are lower than rates 
of the District, State, and surrounding residential schools: 

- The table below displays the number and percentage of students by race/ethnicity in the 
four-year cohort who dropped out of school.  

- The four-year adjusted cohort rates are based on the number of students who enter grade 9 
for the first time adjusted by adding into the cohort any student who transfers in later during 
grade 9 or during the next three years and subtracting any student from the cohort who 
transfers out, emigrates to another country, transfers to a prison or juvenile facility, or dies 
during that same period. 

 

ECRCHS Dropout Rates  2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

School-wide 3% 6% 3% 

Black or African American 2% 8% 5% 

Asian 1% 3% 3% 
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Filipino 2% 2% 2% 

Hispanic or Latino 3% 6% 3% 

White 3% 6% 2% 

Two or More Races 11% 13% 2% 

Students with Disabilities 7% 2% 2% 

Economically Disadvantaged 5% 6% 3% 

English Learners 3% 16% 8% 

 
 
Source: cde.ca.gov (Cohort Outcome Data for the Class of 2019) 

 
The following graph illustrates 9/w/I{Ω ƭƻǿ 2018-2019 dropout rates for specific student 
subgroups compared to those of surrounding residential schools. 

 
2018-2019 Dropout Rate Comparison 
 

 ECRCHS Canoga Chatsworth Cleveland Reseda Taft 

Black or African American 5% *  15% 7% 4% 6% 

Asian 3% *  4% 1% *  6% 

Filipino 2% *  4% 0% *  0% 

Hispanic or Latino 3% 9% 7% 9% 6% 5% 

White 2% 18% 7% 3% 4% 3% 

Students with Disabilities 2% 10% 7% 9% 10% 4% 

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

3% 9% 7% 7% 6% 5% 

English Learners 8% 26% 19% 24% 13% 15% 
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College/Career 
 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜκ/ŀǊŜŜǊ 5ŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ 9/w/I{ ƛƴ нлмф ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ŀ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω 
889 four-ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƘƻǊǘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ нлмфΣ рлΦн҈ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtǊŜǇŀǊŜŘέ [ŜǾŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Dashboard 
indicator, outperforming both the State and the District. 
 

 
 
9/w/I{Ω ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǳǘǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜκ/ŀǊŜŜǊ 
preparedness. Specifically, in 2019, ECRCHS outperformed the District on six out of eight subgroups, and 
ECRCHS outperformed the State on five out of eight subgroups. 
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ECRCHS also shares the following additional data related to its efforts to prepare students for college:  
 

¶ Advanced Placement (AP) course access and performance at ECRCHS are both strong: 
- ECRCHS currently offers 26 AP courses in a wide array of subjects for students in grades 10-

12, including AP Physics, AP Statistics, AP Computer Science, AP Spanish Literature and 
Culture, AP Macroeconomics, AP Music Theory, AP Psychology, among others.  

-  In 2019-2020, 926 students (27% of total enrollment) took 1,814 AP exams, achieving a 
ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ άоέ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƻƴ тм҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ !t ŜȄŀƳǎ ǘŀƪŜƴΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀ άрέ ƻƴ му҈ ƻŦ !t 
exams. This represents an increase in participation from the previous year, when 767 
students took 1,426 exams.  

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнл ƘŀŘ пмм ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ {!¢Φ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ ммрнΣ ŀƴŘ ср҈ ƻŦ 
test takers met the applicable benchmarks in both English and math. This is in comparison to the 
State average score of 1065 and the National average of 1059.  

 
Suspension Rate 
 
¢ƘŜ 5ŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŦƻǊ 9/w/I{Ω ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ нлмф ǿŀǎ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
number of suspensions related to the adolescent vaping epidemic.  To address this issue, students who 
were found to be, or suspected of, vaping ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άwƛǇǇƭŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎΣέ 
which discusses the dangers of vaping. Also, schoolwide class assemblies were held to specifically 
address the dangers of vaping.  In the last three years, ECRCHS has seen an overall decrease in student 
suspensions. ECRCHS has implemented intervention strategies which have increased the collaborative 
between discipline and student support services to better serve our community of students. ECRCHS has 
put in place Multi-tiered System of Supports (MTSS) strategies, as well as expanded the intervention 
team by adding a school-wide Intervention Coordinator as well as subgroup coordinators (i.e., Latinx 
Coordinator, African American Coordinator, and a LGBTQ+ Liaison). In addition to its two existing school 
psychologists, ECRCHS also added a schoolwide PSW, which allows the Charter School to proactively 
address and remedy behavior issues instead of reacting to them after behavioral problems occur. 
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Additionally, ECRCHS added a counselor to its Counseling Department to allow counselors to be more 
proactive regarding interventions.  ECRCHS currently has two deans, one with a special education 
background and one who is bilingual, to help support our diverse student population. Lastly, the 
addition of student-led programs, such as the Step Team, have led to a decrease in student suspension. 
 
In 2018-19Σ 9/w/I{Ω ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ 2.5%, which was lower than the State average, though higher 
ǘƘŀƴ [!¦{5Ωǎ мΦо҈Φ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛth the new approach to discipline, ECRCHS was able to reduce its 
suspension rate to 0.4% in 2019-20. 
 
ECRCHS Suspension Rates 

 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20* 

School-wide 1.9% 1.8% 2.5% 0.4% 

Black or African American 4.8% 3.0% 4.8% 1.3% 

Asian 0.6% 0.9% 1.4% 0.0% 

Filipino 0.5% 0.5% 1.7% 0.0% 

Hispanic or Latino 1.6% 1.9% 2.4% 0.6% 

White 2.0% 1.8% 2.0% 0.4% 

Two or More Races 1.7% 3.4% 4.6% 0.0% 

Students with Disabilities 3.9% 3.1% 4.9% 1.8% 

Economically Disadvantaged 2.4% 1.6% 3.1% 0.2% 

English Learners 3.7% 0.8% 2.7% 0.0% 

*  Preliminary data 
from Aeries 

 
Zero students were expelled in 2019-20; only one student has been expelled since ECRCHS converted to 
a charter school. While District and State expulsion percentages are effectively 0-.1%, we are proud of 
our efforts to minimize expulsion except in the most extreme circumstances. 
 
Additional Data for Consideration at Renewal 
 

 (3)  In addition to the state and local indicators, the chartering authority shall consider 
clear and convincing evidence showing either of the following: 
(A)  The school achieved measurable increases in academic achievement, as 

ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ for each year in school. 
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(B)  Strong postsecondary outcomes, as defined by college enrollment, 
persistence, and completion rates equal to similar peers. 

(4)  Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (3) shall be demonstrated by verified data, 
as defined in subdivision (c). 

 
Year-over-Year Progress 
Three years ago, ECRCHS made the decision to use an internal assessment system to help better identify 
the academic needs of its entire student body.  The Charter School selected the Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP) assessment, developed by the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA). The Charter 
School identified the MAP as being able to best meet its needs for a schoolwide assessment program to 
measure and support student growth and performance over time.  NWEA has long developed Pre-Kς12 
assessments and professional learning offerings to help advance all students along their optimal learning 
paths. NWEA offers an array of assessment and analytical tools that are used by educators in more than 
9,500 schools, districts, and education agencies in 145 countries to support student growth.  The MAP is 
nationally recognized, externally produced, valid, peer-reviewed, and reliable. 
 
a!t ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 9/w/I{Ω ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜƳ 
target instruction for each student and groups of students, regardless of how far above or below the 
students are from their grade level. The MAP assessments also connect to the largest set of instructional 
content providers, compared to competing products, which gives educators flexibility in curriculum 
choices to address the growth areas identified by the MAP results. The MAP data provides insights that 
make it simple for teachers to plan for differentiated instruction, develop interventions for struggling 
students, and understand what students are ready to learn next.  The MAP also provides higher level 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
curriculum adaptations for the Charter School at large. 
 
9/w/I{Ω ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ MAP Growth student reports to present realistic learning goals by 
subject areas, so that each student can see their own individual progress and be inspired to take charge 
of their own learning.  These reports also allow students and families to see the growth/progress the 
student has made over multiple years.  The MAP provides easy-to-read charts and identified areas of 
growth so that students, parents, and staff can develop the best course of action to support and 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ areas 
of growth extracted from the MAP assessments. 
 
ECRCHS has given the MAP Math, Reading, and Language Usage assessments, and reviewed the data 
each assessment provided.  Unfortunately, ECRCHS was not able to obtain data for 2019-2020 because 
of the COVID-19 outbreak.  Also, some data points within the ethnicity charts below are not complete 
because, in some cases, there is not enough historical data to compare other subgroups.   
 
The MAP Math assessment has been given to each individual class at ECRCHS.  Again, ECRCHS is unable 
to provide any growth data for the Class of 2023 due to COVID-19.  The Class of 2022 achieved RIT 
growth of 4.6 points, the Class of 2021 achieved RIT growth of 10.1 points, and the Class of 2020 
achieved RIT growth of 10.7 points.  
 
Some subgroups demonstrated growth consistent with the expected year-over-year growth as 
predicted by MAP; for those subgroups that did not demonstrate the expected growth, ECRCHS has 
implemented programs designed to raise the growth rate, as described below. The data was also 
broken down by ethnicity:   
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¶ Asian students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 4.7 points, the Class of 2021 achieved 
RIT growth of 10.7 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 11.6 points. 

¶ Black/African American students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 4.9 points, the Class 
of 2021 achieved RIT growth of 10.9 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 9.3 
points.   

¶ Hispanic/Latino students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 4.4 points, the Class of 
2021 achieved RIT growth of 7.8 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 10 
points.   

¶ White students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 5.2 points, the Class of 2021 saw an 
RIT growth of 9.2 points, and the Class of 2020 saw an RIT growth of 12.6 points.   

 

MAP TESTING MATH (SCHOOLWIDE)  

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 236.2 237 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 234.4 236 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 235.8 237 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 237.9 238 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 239 239 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 233.2 234 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 236 237 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 238.7 238 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 238.3 238 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 240.6 241 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 241.8 242 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 243.3 244 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 234.2 234 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 240.9 241 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 240 240 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 243.8 244 
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 Winter 2018-2019 11 247 246 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 244.9 244 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING MATH (ASIAN STUDENTS)  

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 245.2 246 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 242.4 243 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 245.1 246 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 246.9 248 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 247.1 246 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 241.3 243 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 244.4 246 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 248.3 248 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 248 249 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 249.6 252 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 252.4 253 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 252 253 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 244.9 246 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 249.6 248 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 245.8 247 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 253.7 254 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 256.9 257 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 256.5 259 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 
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MAP TESTING MATH (BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS) 

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 228.2 231 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 224.4 222 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 225.3 223 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 223.8 220 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 229.3 225 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 229.3 228 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 229.5 228 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 233.4 233 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 231.3 249 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 235.4 231 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 235.4 237 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 240.2 242 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 223.4 222 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 231.5 229 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 234.5 231 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 233 235 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 235.9 238 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 232.7 231 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING MATH (HISPANIC OR LATINO STUDENTS) 

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 230.2 231 
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 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 230 230 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 231 233 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 232.8 233 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 234.4 233 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 229 229 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 230.7 229 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 232.7 232 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 231.9 232 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 234.9 233 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 235.2 235 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 236.8 236 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 227.6 227 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 235.6 234 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 234.9 236 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 236.8 236 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 239.5 237 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 237.6 237 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING MATH (WHITE STUDENTS)  

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 239.7 241 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 237 239 



 
 

 
EL CAMINO REAL CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL RENEWAL PETITION      44 
 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 238.3 240 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 240.9 241 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 242.2 243 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 234.4 236 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 237.7 238 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 239.3 239 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 240 241 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 242.9 244 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 2436 242 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 245.9 246 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 236.7 237 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 242.8 243 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 242.8 242 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 248.4 249 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 252.3 252 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 249.3 249 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 
The results of this positive growth Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω aŀǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
to align the math curriculum at grade level as well as to build on prior knowledge vertically.  The Math 
Department meets weekly to accomplish this goal.  The Math Department also embeds CCSS questions 
in daily lessons to familiarize students with CCSS math concepts.  Along with the CCSS anchor standards, 
the Math Departments placed an emphasis on critical analysis and having the students explain their 
answers both in writing and verbally.  Students created Loom videos and used manipulatives to explain 
and justify their work.  The Math Department also developed support classes to help support students 
who were not growing at the same pace as their peers. 
 
The MAP Reading assessment has been given to each individual class at ECRCHS.  ECRCHS is unable to 
provide any growth data for the Class of 2023 due to COVID-19.  The Class of 2022 experienced an RIT 
growth of 1.5 points, the Class of 2021 had an RIT growth of 6.3 points, and the Class of 2020 had an RIT 
growth of 2.1 points.   
 
This data was also broken down by ethnicity:  
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¶ Asian students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 1.9 points, the Class of 2021 achieved 
RIT growth of 7.1 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 2 points.   

¶ Black/African American students: the Class of 2022 had an RIT score decrease of -0.3 points, the 
Class of 2021 achieved RIT growth of 7.5 points, and the Class of 2020 had an RIT score decrease 
of -3.3 points.   

¶ Hispanic/Latino students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 2.2 points, the Class of 2021 
achieved RIT growth of 5.7 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 2.3 points. 

¶ White students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 1.5 points, the Class of 2021 achieved 
RIT growth of 6.7 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 5.4 points. 

 

MAP TESTING READING (SCHOOLWIDE)  

Class of Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 226.1 228 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 225.7 227 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 226 228 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 225.5 227 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 227.2 228 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 223.4 226 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 226.5 228 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 223.8 226 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 227.3 228 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 228.3 230 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 226.7 228 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 229.7 231 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 227.3 227 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 228.4 229 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 225.6 226 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 228.8 229 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 229.4 231 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 
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 Fall 2019-2020 12 229.4 230 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING READING (ASIAN STUDENTS)  

Class of Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 231.9 232 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 229.7 232 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 230.1 231 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 230 232 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 231.6 233 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 226.8 230 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 231.5 231 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 229.7 230 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 230.7 232 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 232.1 234 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 232.6 233 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 233.9 236 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 229.8 232 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 232.2 235 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 228.3 228 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 232.8 233 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 234.5 235 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 231.8 234 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 



 
 

 
EL CAMINO REAL CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL RENEWAL PETITION      47 
 

MAP TESTING READING (BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS) 

Class of Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 222.5 221 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 220.9 219 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 220.1 224 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 217.4 219 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 220.6 221 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 221.3 226 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 224.7 225 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 223.5 223 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 224.4 225 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 224.8 227 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 224.8 223 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 228.8 227 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 225.4 224 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 225.5 226 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 220.4 220 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 222.5 224 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 224.2 226 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 222.1 227 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING READING (HISPANIC OR LATINO STUDENTS) 

Class of Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 222.5 224 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 



 
 

 
EL CAMINO REAL CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL RENEWAL PETITION      48 
 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 222.6 224 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 223.1 225 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 221.7 224 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 224.8 226 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 220 222 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 222.6 224 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 218.5 221 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 224.2 225 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 224.9 226 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 223.2 225 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 225.7 228 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 223.8 224 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 224.9 225 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 222.1 222 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 225.5 226 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 225.2 227 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 226.1 228 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING READING (WHITE STUDENTS)  

Class of Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 228.4 230 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 228.1 229 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 228.2 230 
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 Spring 2018-2019 9 228.7 230 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 229.6 231 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 225.1 227 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 227.5 229 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 225.3 227 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 229.1 231 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 230.1 232 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 228.2 230 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 231.8 233 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 228.4 229 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 229.7 231 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 228 228 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 231.5 233 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 233 235 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 233.8 235 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 
The Map Language Usage assessment has been given to each individual class at ECRCHS.  Growth rate 
data is not available for the Class of 2023 due to COVID-19.  The Class of 2022 experienced an RIT 
growth of 2.3 points, the Class of 2021 had an RIT growth of 6 points, and the Class of 2020 had an RIT 
growth of 5.5 points.  The data was also broken down by ethnicity:  

¶ Asian students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 2.8 points, the Class of 2021 achieved 
RIT growth of 7.4 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 4.3 points.   

¶ Black/African American students: the Class of 2022 had an RIT score decrease of -1.8 points, the 
Class of 2021 achieved RIT growth of 8.4 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 
3.4 points.   

¶ Hispanic/Latino students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 2.3 points, the Class of 2021 
achieved RIT growth of 5.4 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 6.8 points.   

¶ White students: the Class of 2022 achieved RIT growth of 2.7 points, the Class of 2021 achieved 
RIT growth of 6.2 points, and the Class of 2020 achieved RIT growth of 7.6 points.   

 

MAP TESTING LANGUAGE USAGE (SCHOOLWIDE) 

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    
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 Fall 2019-2020 9 224.7 226 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 223.3 225 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 224.4 226 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 224.9 227 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 225.6 227 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 222.7 224 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 223.4 224 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 224.5 226 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 225.1 226 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 226.4 227 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 227.4 229 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 228.7 230 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 224.6 225 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 224.8 225 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 225.3 226 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 228.8 229 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 229.4 231 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 230.1 230 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING LANGUAGE USAGE (ASIAN STUDENTS) 

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 231 231 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    
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 Fall 2018-2019 9 227.8 229 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 229.7 230 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 230 230 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 230.6 231 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 226.9 229 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 228.3 229 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 229.3 231 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 229.1 231 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 231 232 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 232.5 235 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 234.3 234 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 229.7 230 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 229.3 229 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 229.7 231 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 234.2 233 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 233.6 233 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 234 235 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING LANGUAGE USAGE (BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN 
STUDENTS) 

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 219.8 225 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 219 229 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 NA NA 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 213.8 209 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 217.2 218 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 
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 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 219.8 221 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 222.1 224 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 222.2 222 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 222.2 222 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 222.3 222 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 225.8 226 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 228.2 229 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 220.4 220 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 219.4 219 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 219.3 219 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 222.1 222 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 224.6 228 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 223.8 224 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING LANGUAGE USAGE (HISPANIC OR LATINO STUDENTS) 

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 221 222 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 220.2 222 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 221.8 224 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 222 224 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 222.5 223 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 219.3 221 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 220.3 221 
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 Spring 2017-2018 9 221.1 222 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 221.6 222 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 222.5 224 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 224 225 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 224.7 226 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 219.9 221 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 221.4 222 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 222.6 223 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 224.6 226 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 224 225 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 226.7 226 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 

MAP TESTING LANGUAGE USAGE (WHITE STUDENTS) 

 Term Grade Mean RIT Median 

Class of 2023    

 Fall 2019-2020 9 226.8 228 

 Winter 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 9 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2022    

 Fall 2018-2019 9 225.2 227 

 Winter 2018-2019 9 226 228 

 Spring 2018-2019 9 227.8 230 

 Fall 2019-2020 10 227.9 229 

 Winter 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 10 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2021    

 Fall 2017-2018 9 224.1 225 

 Winter 2017-2018 9 224 225 

 Spring 2017-2018 9 225.3 226 

 Fall 2018-2019 10 226.7 228 

 Winter 2018-2019 10 228.2 230 

 Spring 2018-2019 10 228.3 230 

 Fall 2019-2020 11 230.3 232 



 
 

 
EL CAMINO REAL CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL RENEWAL PETITION      54 
 

 Winter 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 11 No Test Given COVID-19 

     

Class of 2020    

 Fall 2017-2018 10 226.5 227 

 Winter 2017-2018 10 226.5 227 

 Spring 2017-2018 10 226.2 226 

 Fall 2018-2019 11 230.8 232 

 Winter 2018-2019 11 231.5 232 

 Spring 2018-2019 11 No Test Given CAASPP 

 Fall 2019-2020 12 234.1 235 

 Winter 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 Spring 2019-2020 12 No Test Given COVID-19 

 
Although ECRCHS did not experience the same growth in Reading and Language Usage as it did 
in Math, it did see growth for most of its subgroups.  The one subgroup that did not see the 
same growth as others was Black/African American students.  As a school we have identified 
this area of growth and have begun to address it in a variety of ways.  The Charter School has 
made a concerted effort to bring a culturally proficient curriculum to ECRCHS.  ECRCHS has 
invested in its professional development and has brought in The Howard Group to discuss 
various topics on culturally proficiency with a focus on the Black/African American student.  
ECRCHS has an African American Intervention Coordinator to help and support these students 
by reviewing grades, providing small group assemblies, and attending parent meetings to help 
close the growth gap.  The English Department has adopted the Springboard curriculum 
developed by the College Board to create an aligned curriculum within the English Department.  
The aligned curriculum with the balanced approach of a culturally proficient curriculum is 
expected to support growth in Reading and Language Usage. 
 
Strong Postsecondary Outcomes 
 
ECRCHS has worked to increase the number of students who graduate and move on to the post-
secondary education of their choosing.  The Charter School has done this by stressing the importance of, 
and programmed all our students into, A-G classes.  ECRCHS added rigor to the 9th grade academic 
program by requiring freshman to take at least three A-G classes and providing qualifying freshman an 
opportunity to take AP level coursework.  Lastly, the Charter School expanded its partnership with 
Pierce College by offering a Dual Enrollment program, in addition to concurrent enrollment community 
college classes offered after school.   
 
While it is understood that not all students will apply to or attend a UC or CSU, ECRCHS believes 
enrolling students in A-G classes provides them the best opportunity to succeed when they do attend 
their post-secondary option of their choosing. 
 
The importance of maintaining a rigorous schedule is communicated to students and parents/guardians, 
and the Charter School has implemented a policy that if a student wants to drop out of an A-G class, the 
parent/guardian will hŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
make a well-informed decision.  Over the past two years, the percentage of students attending two- and 
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four-year colleges during their first year after high school has increased.  The concerted schoolwide 
effort has resulted in a 23% increase of students attending a college after high school, with a 17% 
increase in the number of students attending a two-year college and a 6% increase in the number of 
students attending a four-year college. 
 

¶ College enrollment at ECRCHS exceeds 90%:  over 90% of its graduating class have gone on to 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ 9/w/I{Ω ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƴƎ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ 
2020, 53% self-reported that they were accepted to a four-year college.  

 

Count of Students Enrolled in College at Any Time During the First Year After High School 

Class of  2017  2018  2019  

Total in Class (based on SIS 
enrollment numbers) 

969  901  873  

Total Enrolled* 728 75% 808 90% 859 98% 

Total in Public* 679 70% 744 83% 802 92% 

Total in Private* 49 5% 64 7% 57 6% 

Total in 4-Year* 288 30% 300 33% 316 36% 

Total in 2-Year* 440 45% 508 57% 543 62% 

Total In-State* 667 69% 727 81% 766 88% 

Total Out-Of-State* 61 6% 81 9% 93 10% 

 
*  Enrolled based on post-secondary numbers from the National Student Clearinghouse 
   

***  
 
A charter petition eligible for renewal pursuant to Section 47607.2(b) must be granted a renewal term 
of five (5) years.  As demonstrated by the evidence above, ECRCHS meets the renewal criteria under 
Section 47607.2(b), and should be granted a renewal term of five years.  
 

b. Success of the Innovative Features of the Educational Program 
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ 9/w/I{Ω long-standing reputation for excellence in academic 
competitions and challenging enrichments for students, expanding professional development 
opportunities for teachers, and leveraging resources to better support our excellent teachers and staff, 
ECRCHS has engaged in a reenergized focus in the last few years to create programs that serve the 
specific needs of its student subgroups and at-promise students.  
 
ECRCHS has a long-standing college-bound culture and supports its students by providing a highly 
effective College Office staffed by two full-time college counselors. These counselors provide students 
and families with access to pertinent college information through events such as roundtable talks, 
college information sessions, financial aid workshops, and meetings with parents/guardians by grade 
level, among others. Additionally, the College Office offers a program called Peer College Counseling 
(PCC). This year-and-half program trains students to educate the student body and community about 
the college process. Along with PCC, the College Office has a relationship with an independent college 
counselor that offers college focused workshops ranging from testing to essay advice. The College Office 
also coordinates college visits, including four-year universities, international universities, community 
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colleges, gap year programs, military service, for students to attend and learn more about prospective 
schools and programs.   
 
9/w/I{ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƻ 
this end, an Intervention team was developed in 2017 to focus more closely on 9/w/I{Ω at-promise 
students as well as its subgroups. ECRCHS has an Intervention Coordinator that focuses on both 
identifying students at-promise, and developing programs that allow these students to receive extra 
academic and social-emotional support. For example, in 2019 ECRCHS added essential skills classes in 
both English and math to provide students with the support needed to improve their skills and succeed 
in their classes. Additionally, in 2020 ECRCHS added a mentorship program called Academic Involvement 
and Mentoring (AIM) for incoming freshmen. The program allows new students to make connections 
with their peers and ease the transition to high school. As part of the Intervention Team, ECRCHS 
employs a Latinx Coordinator, African American Coordinator, and a LGBTQ+ Liaison. In adding these 
positions to its Intervention Team, ECRCHS is able to support student subgroups and students that need 
the extra attention. 

El Camino RealΩǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎity of its student body.  For example, multicultural literary 
works are taught in English Language Arts (ELA), and units themes across the ELA curriculum likewise 
reflect the diversity at ECRCHS. ECRCHS supports the unique interests of students through electives that 
are specialized, such as Shakespeare Survey, Filmmaking, and Women in Technology (in planning 
stages). Teachers also create their own course materials ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ. For example, the 
Chemistry Department wrote its own textbook online and the English Department often uses a unique 
ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ό{ǘȅƭŜōƻƻƪύ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 
abilities.  

ECRCHS has begun replacing old classroom furniture with new and innovative furniture that encourages 
learner-centered discussions and learning.  We attempt to serve each student through innovative 
programs and practices, and continually monitor our progress to identify areas of success and 
opportunities for improvement. For example, a new Ethnic Studies class is being developed as part of 
efforts to expand 9/w/I{Ω multicultural curriculum. ECRCHS wants to ensure that students receive 
instruction that is challenging, culturally proficient, and representative of the ever-changing population 
of our school 

 21ST CENTURY CLASSROOM INITIATIVE  

In the fall of 2018-19, led by our Executive Director, ECRCHS embarked on a remarkable transformation 
in the acquisition and deployment of technology. ECRCHS' 21st Century Classroom Initiative leverages 
technology to support our vision of empowering students to be independent learners, think critically, 
collaborate confidently and work passionately. Realizing that our students have different learning styles 
and different abilities, providing each with their own laptop device for use in the classroom and at home 
allows us to educate students innovatively by individualizing the learning process for everyone. Use of 
technology encourages active participation in the learning process, helping students learn at their own 
speed, review difficult concepts or skip ahead as appropriate. In addition, technology provides more 
opportunities for struggling or disabled students to progress by allowing them to access difficult 
curriculum at a comfortable pace. 

Below is information that explains the characteristics of a 21st Century Classroom. These characteristics 
became the blueprint to determine what equipment and infrastructure was needed in order to be 
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successful in this initiative.    

   1:1 Device: Assigning each student their own laptop device to use in the classroom and also take 
home allows ECRCHS to educate our students innovatively by being able to do more 
individualized learning and making information more accessible at their fingertips.  
  Interactive Whiteboard (IWB): Student engagement is crucial and IWB makes it easy for students 

to focus on learning. IWB is a tool that teachers can use as part of the delivery of their 
instruction to students. In the past, when teachers wrote their lecture on the whiteboard, the 
content stayed on the whiteboard and was erased at the end of every class. With IWB, the 
lectures on the whiteboard now becomes digital content that students can copy to their devices, 
allowing them to access it anytime and anywhere with their school-issued device.   

 Learning Management System (LMS): This is the most fundamental component in the 21st 
Century Classroom initiative. LMS is a learning platform that allows administrators, teachers, 
students, and parents/guardians to access a collaborative environment on the internet to access 
course content. Teachers are able to manage their class and deliver course content, students 
can retrieve information and submit coursework, and parents/guardians Ŏŀƴ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
progression of learning all in one platform.  
  Formative Assessment Tool: The use of technology to deliver instruction and to assess students 

generates real-time performance data that administrators can use to leverage data driven 
instruction.  
  Learning Applications: Every subject area has a preference as to which applications they can use 

to leverage the use of technology in their classroom. Identifying them and ensuring that 
teachers are getting adequate professional development is what makes these applications 
effective. 

 
Microsoft Windows and Office 365 

ECRCHS selected Microsoft (MS) as the ideal educational platform for our 1:1 laptop devices, leveraging 
the use of Microsoft applications to facilitate increased student outcomes and greater educational 
transformation success school-wide. While the Google platform is predominantly used by other schools, 
ECRCHS believes that using the Microsoft suite makes students college and career ready, as most 
employers today seek proficiency in Microsoft Office applications running within the Microsoft Windows 
operating system.   

To help with the transition to Microsoft, MS experts flew in from Seattle to help ECRCHS design and 
execute the implementation of Microsoft Intune, a Mobile Device Management (MDM) system, 
designed to both enroll and manage school devices at the Enterprise level without the use of a third-
party client. Use of Microsoft Intune led to the flawless policy and application deployment of over 3800 
devices to our students and teachers in the first year of our 21st Century Classroom Initiative.   

Adoption of Microsoft Office 365 and more specifically, Microsoft Teams and OneNote, has provided a 
seamless transition to a more digital workspace in the first year of the initiative. The use of Microsoft 
School Data Sync (SDS) became the conduit to populate classes and students from our Student 
Information System (SIS) to Microsoft Teams. Teachers were able to create Class Notebooks that 
became a vital tool in increasing student productivity and collaboration ς conversations, online 
meetings, shared files, student tasks, etc. ς available in a single application and a single interface. MS 
Teams and OneNote quickly became the cloud-based solution for student and teacher communication, 
collaboration, and creativity.     
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ECRCHSΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
environment earned ECRCHS the Microsoft Showcase School distinction in 2019-2020. ECRCHSΩ 
commitment to innovation, ingenuity and passion in transforming learning and envisioning what is 
possible for our teachers and students also earned our school community a ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ a{Ω 
prestigious Microsoft Flagship School Program. 

c. Success of the Charter {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Program in Meeting the Specific Needs of Its 
Student Population 

ECRCHS serves a highly diverse student community. In 2019-2020, the racial breakdown of the student 
body was 40% White, 31% Hispanic/Latino, 15% Asian/Filipino/Pacific Islander, 4% African American, 7% 
Two or More Races, and American Indian less than 1% (note that 3% declined to report).  In 2019-2020, 
33% of students qualified for the FRPM program, 10.5% qualified for special education, 2% were EL 
students, and 19.5% were Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP).    
 
ECRCHS provides all students with a premier, public high school experience that prepares them to meet 
the challenges of the 21st century.  As detailed above, ECRCHS has progressed in closing the 
achievement gap among its subgroups, increasing reclassification of EL students, increasing graduation 
rates ς especially in subgroups that traditionally had lower graduation rates ς and increasing student 
engagement in school activities.  

 

In addition, ECRCHS offers seven specialized programs that cater to students with specific career 
interests, unique learning styles, and those who require additional support in preparation for college. 
These programs provide a more personalized environment within a large school setting: 
 
ǒ Humanitas Global Studies Academy: College preparatory program that connects English, history, 

science and the arts. Students take all of their core courses within this program.  
ǒ CEA: This course track exposes students to different career paths in the entertainment industry, 

such as film production and broadcast journalism.  
ǒ Visual Performing Arts Program: This course track encourages artistic expression through 

theatre, choral, musical instruments, dance and visual arts.  
ǒ STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) program: This program integrates 

arts into the STEM fields and provides students with the skills and collaborative experiences 
needed to succeed in college and career.  There is also a College Prep and Honors option within 
the STEAM program. 

ǒ Advancement Via Individual Determination, or AVID: This program is dedicated to closing the 
achievement gap by providing academic and motivational support to students who are 
traditionally underrepresented in higher education. AVID utilizes research-based strategies and 
curriculum to prepare these students for success in high school, college, and career. Students 
take all of their core courses within this program. 

ǒ Alternative Education Program: This program utilizes individual learning plans to assist students 
who experience difficulty learning in a traditional classroom environment. This program offers 
smaller class sizes and more individualized guidance, and assists students who have fallen 
behind with credit recovery opportunities. Students are recommended to this program by their 
guidance counselor, and may begin the program as early as the sophomore year. Students who 
graduate from this program receive an ECRCHS diploma.  

ǒ Independent Study Program: This program assists students who are unable to attend school in 
the traditional five days per week format. It is designed for students with special interests and 
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abilities, scheduling problems or individual needs that cannot be accommodated in the 
traditional school program. Students will not be placed in the Independent Study Program 
unless they meet the criteria described herein and have Charter School approval and the 
approval of the parent/guardian. Generally speaking, independent study students must have an 
innate drive in order to succeed in this type of program. Students will not be placed at the North 
Campus Property unless there is a desire by the student, their family, or it is in their best 
interest as determined by the staff and family.  The Charter School will adhere to the legal 
requirements of Education Code sections 51745(c) and 51747(c). This program offers courses 
that meet the CSU/UC college A-G course requirements. All courses are offered online as well as 
on campus from highly qualified ECRCHS teachers. Students must meet all independent study 
eligibility requirements. Because this program offers rigorous, challenging courses, students 
must be able to work independently and have a desire to learn. Students who graduate from 
this program receive an ECRCHS diploma.  

 
Enrollment in these programs is optional. Counselors discuss these programs with eighth-grade students 
during middle school visits, and students may express interest in these programs during the initial 
planning meeting with their counselor. Counselors may also identify students who would benefit from 
enrollment in certain academies, and recommend this pathway to students and parents/guardians.  
 

d. Areas of Challenge the Charter School Has Experienced and How They Will Be Improved in 
the New Charter Term 

 
ECRCHS is constantly evaluating its successes and areas of challenge in an effort to improve student 
outcomes.  
 
Challenge #1: Develop and implement data driven and current educational research instruction for all 
students. 
 
ECRCHS is currently working on creating, defining, and implementing a schoolwide system and structure 
that allows a thorough creation (where needed) and analysis of data so that data drives instruction 
while incorporating current educational research in curriculum and instruction. ECRCHS will continue to 
provide training and more collaboration time to ensure common faculty understanding of CCSS, 
curriculum mapping, and the creation, usage, implementation and accountability of both formative and 
summative assessment data. 
 
ECRCHS has identified the means to meet the area of challenge: 
 

 Implement key instructional shifts in CCSS/Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) that 
prioritize student skills/competencies rather than content. 

 Understand and gain knowledge as the guiding principles of instruction. 
 Provide professional development on current research-based instructional strategies and 

teaching methods. 
 Build the capacity of school staff to understand, interpret, and use data to guide and modify 

instructional decisions. 
 
ECRCHS has implemented the following strategies to address areas of challenge. ECRCHS has contracted 
with NWEA to administer MAP. MAP is an online assessment that is aligned to CCSS. The test is 
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administered three (3) times a year. We evaluate this data as part of our MTSS plan. We evaluate the RIT 
score generated from MAP and place students who score below grade level in support classes. 
 
As a school, ECRCHS decided it was necessary to implement more common planning time for teachers. 
In the fall of 2018, ECRCHS changed the regular day schedule by having students start at 9:00 am every 
Wednesday so that teachers can have additional time before students arrive at school to work on a 
variety of research-based instructional strategies and teaching methods. Department Retreat time also 
allows for the expansion of professional development opportunities. Departments utilize this time to 
develop CFAs, interim/benchmark assessments to measure student mastery of CCSS, and to predict 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ-term 
goals, inform instruction, and identify support for struggling students. Training on current research 
based instructional practice and curriculum with resources, tools is provided through literacy coaches 
and outside consultants, as well as through attendance at outside conferences.  
 
Challenge #2: Solidify a clear school-wide identity in terms of College and Career Readiness. 
 
ECRCHS continues to solidify a clear schoolwide identity in terms of College and Career Readiness 
by identifying the needs to meet the desired outcomes: 

 Reinforcing the άcollege prepέ orientation of the Charter school. 
 Strengthening the connection between student learning and real-world relevance (including 

career planning). 
 
ECRCHS has provided time for counselors to inform the staff, students, and parents/guardians regarding 
A-G, SAT, ACT. We also use Naviance lessons starting in 9th grade for college and career readiness. 
Additionally, the Business Technology Department has added the following elements in their curriculum 
to support a college and career culture: Resume writing, Career Profile, and Budget Analysis. The 
Business Technology Department provides a pathway for students to earn up to 9 college units through 
the following classes: Computer Literacy, AP Computer Science, and AP Computer Science Principles. 
 
AVID tutorials now include 9th grade College and Career Readiness classes and have been utilized in 
after school math classes to support students in their pursuit to complete A-G requirements. Counselors 
now utilize AP potential lists to encourage students and their parents/guardians to sign up for AP 
classes. Additionally, Graphic Arts is now ǘƘŜ άCέ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳent of A-G under Visual Performing Arts not 
Tech Art; students can also receive college credit for this class through Pierce Community College as Art 
604.  
 
ECRCHS entered into an agreement with Pierce Community College to offer a Dual Enrollment program 
on 9/w/I{Ω campus. Current 11th and 12th grader students now have the opportunity to take actual 
college courses while enrolled at ECRCHS, earning up to 36 college units before they graduate from high 
school.  
 
Project Lead the Way training is an integral part of our STEAM program. Students have the ability to 
choose from two pathways while in the program: Biomed, and Engineering. The STEAM program allows 
students the opportunity to enroll in college preparatory classes and to prepare for college and career 
opportunities. 
 
Challenge #3: Ensure that all students receive personalized support, especially the underperforming 
subgroups, to succeed. 
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ECRCHS continues to develop and communicate clearly defined roles for student support personnel 
(security/intervention coordinator, attendance coordinator, counselors, school psychologists, etc.), and 
creates and communicates clearly defined protocols for referring students to the support personnel in 
order to proactively identify students in need of intervention. 
 
ECRCHS has identified the means to meet the area of challenge: 

 Closing existing achievement gaps. 
 Improving the 9th grade transition to high school. 
 Expanding intervention services ς during school and extended day ς to students of all grades 

requiring additional support. 
 Providing non-academic supports that meet the holistic needs of students. 
 Develop professional development track to help teachers reach students from different 

subgroups. 
 While the average class size has dropped since conversion to charter, despite increased 

enrollment over the last two years (from 3,356 in 2018-2019 to 3,464 in 2019-2020), we would 
like to take measures to further lower class sizes.  

 
ECRCHS has developed a Summer Bridge program to meet the needs of our incoming freshmen. During 
the summer before 9th grade, every incoming admitted ECRCHS student will have the opportunity to 
participate in a four- to six-week Summer Bridge Program, which is conducted by an ECRCHS English, 
math, or Resource teacher. Students are assessed for their high school readiness, math, reading, and 
writing abilities.  For students performing well below grade level expectations, emphasis is placed on 
developing and strengthening math and reading skills in addition to instruction in successful student 
practices and study skills such as time management and organization  
 
The Intervention Coordinator tracks student progress through Aeries, as well as parent/guardian 
outreach in support of student progress. A Latinx Coordinator and African American Coordinator works 
with families and struggling students as well as with teachers, counselors, deans, psychologists, and 
administrators to develop strategies to address the educational needs of our students in subgroups that 
have been historically underserved in public education. Additionally, ECRCHS offers an AP Night that 
includes workshops for underrepresented students to grow their participation rates in AP courses. 
ECRCHS also employs a Foster and Homeless Youth Coordinator to coordinate and support the needs of 
our foster and homeless youth populations.  
 
Student Support and Progress Team (SSPT) meetings are used to identify and address studentsΩ 
individualized needs, based on input from various stakeholders who provide input/data and develop 
interventions. SSPT meetings are used to monitor these students and their progress, and add or change 
interventions as appropriate. 
 
ECRCHS has three non-traditional programs to meet the needs of the student body: 

1. Online programs: 
a. /ȅōŜǊ IƛƎƘΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 

office hours to get help and take exams. 
b. 600 students utilize this as credit recovery annually. 
c. Special Education also offers Acellus, an online accelerated learning program. 

2. Alternative Education Program:  
a. Classes are offered by subject during the day. Students can schedule a single period or more. 
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b. Classes are smaller, built and designed to allow students opportunities to make up credits. 
3. Independent Study:  

a. Students meet with their supervising teacher weekly. 
b. Students meet with academic course teachers and attend seminars and workshops as 

needed. 
 
Challenge #4: Build community, organizations ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ 
 
9/w/I{ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
 
ECRCHS has identified the means to meet the area of growth: 

 Improving school-to-home communication. 
 Increasing parental input into school decision-making. 
 Increasing parental participation in programs serving targeted students and subgroups. 

 
At the parent group meetings, ECRCHS reviews and helps parents/guardians access Aeries and Canvas 
and show them the multiple functions of each, which include but are not limited to attendance, 
gradebooks, and understanding which courses are A-G courses. At the beginning of each school year ς at 
New Students Nights and the first week of school ς ECRCHS introduces the Aeries and Canvas portals to 
our incoming new students and review the functions of both. We help parents/guardians and students 
sign-up/login into Aeries and Canvas.  ECRCHS also produced άƘƻǿ-ǘƻέ informational videos for people 
to watch and follow. We send home information to our returning parents/guardians to make sure they 
have the login information for Aeries and Canvas for the upcoming year. Student Support Services also 
offers four workshops annually for parents/guardians to help them navigate these systems and inform 
them of the rights they have as parents/guardians of a student in the Student Support Services 
Department.  
 
The Executive Director meets monthly with parents/guardians for coffee to discuss a variety of school 
related topics. The Counseling office, including the College office, hosts monthly events to disseminate 
information related to school and college activities. Our parent/guardian groups have established 
monthly meetings to increase parental and community engagement. The following established groups 
are at ECRCHS: Padres Latinos de ECR, ELAC, RISE, School Site Council, School Safety Committee, and 
Friends of ECR.  

¶ Los Padres Latinos de ECR is a parent group for the parent/guardian of Latinx students. They 
provide college and career information to parents/guardians in the community, hold events 
throughout the year to promote community participation such as the Multicultural Fair, and 
have guest speakers talk to parents/guardians about current issues facing students. 

¶ ELAC is composed of parents/guardians of children in the ELD program. Parents/guardians meet 
to understand the reclassification process and discuss any issues concerning their ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
academic progress.  

¶ RISE is an African American parent-led group that meets once a month to discuss college and 
career information with parents/guardians in the community. RISE holds events throughout the 
year and promotes community participation. Additionally, RISE has guest speakers talk to 
parents/guardians about current issues facing student. 

¶ The School Site Council is a stakeholder group comprised of teachers, administrators, 
parents/guardians, and students that functions as an advisory committee to the Charter 
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{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ƛǘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ-
related policies.  

¶ The School Safety Committee is a stakeholder group comprised of teachers, administrators, 
parents/guardians, the School Safety Coordinator, and a school safety officer. This committee 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ 9/w/I{Ω ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇƭŀƴΣ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΦ  

¶ Friends of ECR is a parent/guardian group that meets monthly to discuss fundraising activities 
and Charter School needs. 

 

STUDENT POPULATION TO BE SERVED 
 

3. Target Population 
 
ECRCHS serves students in grades 9-12. Our student body is ethnically, racially, linguistically, culturally, 
and economically diverse and represents the local communities of the Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
attendance boundaries - Woodland Hills, West Hills and Canoga Park - as well as other surrounding 
areas that are home to students who enter the Charter School through open enrollment. Approximately 
51% of ECRCHS students reside within the Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΦ  Students who 
reside outside the former attendance boundary represent 61 zip codes, with the greatest concentration 
coming from Canoga Park, Woodland Hills, and Reseda. 9/w/I{Ω tradition of excellence has contributed 
to a wait list of approximately 300 students from outside the attendance boundary. ECRCHS strives to 
foster a community atmosphere within the Charter School that both maintains a familiar environment 
for local families as well as creates a welcoming environment for families who reside outside the local 
community.  
 
As noted above, ECRCHS is located in Woodland Hills. The nearest traditional public high school is 
Canoga Park Senior High, located 3.6 miles away, and Taft Charter High School is the next closest 
traditional high school, located 5.3 miles away. Three other traditional LAUSD high schools in the area 
near ECRCHS converted to charter schools as well:  Cleveland, Reseda, and Chatsworth (these schools, 
like ECRCHS, continue to enroll all students who wish to attend who reside in their former attendance 
boundaries; students from outside these boundaries apply for enrollment and, if necessary, are offered 
spots through a lottery). In addition, Ivy Academia, a K-12 independent charter school, has a high school 
campus that is located 3.6 miles from ECRCHS 
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4. Enrollment Plan 
 
ECRCHS is currently authorized to serve 3,800 students in grades 9-12Φ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ 9/w/I{Ω 
enrollment plan over the next charter term: 
 
Enrollment Plan 

General Education 
Program 

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 

9th grade 870 870 860 850 850 

10th grade 910 900 890 850 850 

11th grade 880 860 860 860 860 

12th grade 890 870 840 840 840 

Total 3,550 3,500 3,450 3,400 3,400 

Alternative Education and 
Independent Study  

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 

9th grade 10 20 20 50 50 

10th grade 20 40 50 75 75 

11th grade 100 110 130 125 125 

12th grade 120 130 150 150 150 

Total 250 300 350 400 400 

Grand Total 3,800 3,800 3,800 3,800 3,800 

 
GOALS AND PHILOSOPHY 
 

5. Mission and Vision 
 
ECRCHSΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ is to prepare our diverse student body for the next phase of their educational, 
professional, and personal journey through a rigorous, customized academic program that inspires the 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ provides opportunities for civic 
engagement and real-world experiences. 
  
We envision a charter school community, highly regarded for its innovative teaching methods, that 
empowers students to be independent, determined, and compassionate global citizens who think 
critically, collaborate confidently, and work passionately toward a sustainable future in the world they 
will inherit. 
  
The Expected Student Learning Outcomes ({[hΩǎ): 
 
To succeed in a changing global community, all ECRCHS students will be: 
 

Critical Thinkers who: 
·         Observe, interpret, analyze, evaluate, and integrate information. 
·         Collaborate confidently in a variety of settings. 
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·         Develop multiple literacies (linguistic, environmental, historical, numerical, scientific, 
cultural, digital). 

·         Make predictions based on evidence. 
·         Produce claims with credible support. 
·         Reassess previous interpretations when presented with new evidence. 

  
Effective Communicators who: 
·         Synthesize data from print and digital media. 
·         Organize and prioritize information. 
·         Express ideas with a deliberate use of rhetoric. 
·         Consider the audience by demonstrating clear and appropriate language and behavior. 
·         Utilize technology to present findings purposefully. 

  
Hard-working graduates who: 
·         Achieve college education, career and individual goals. 
·         Explore options and plan for success. 
·         Persevere in the face of challenges. 
·         Become informed, empowered decision makers. 
·         Possess a sense of agency. 
·         Exhibit professionalism in all endeavors. 

  
Socially Responsible Citizens who: 
·         Demonstrate compassion, honesty, and respect. 
·         Utilize technology appropriately. 
·         Live sustainability. 
·         Engage in the civic process for diverse thoughts. 
·         Work toward a just society. 
·        Connect local issues to global systems, creating positive change. 

 
6. !ƴ ά9ŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ tŜǊǎƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нмst Century 

 
An educated person in the 21st century is equipped with a different set of skills from their predecessors.  
Stemming from an ever-growing branch of technological resources, an educated person in the 21st 
century takes advantage of such technologies to make any experience ς educational and/or professional 
ς positive and beneficial to educational and professional advancement. An educated person in the 21st 
century is interested in a variety of academic fields, but select the field that best intersects with their 
personal and professional interests. It is an expectation for individuals of this era to attend college and 
obtain a degree that will prepare them to transition into a specific workplace. There is also an 
expectancy of qualities such as interpersonal communication abilities, leadership, strong work ethic and 
problem-solving skills.  
 
The advancement of technology has expanded educational and personal and professional development 
opportunities, enabling individuals to acquire and improve upon skill sets that are a necessity in already 
competitive job markets.  The expansion of online educational programs also allows individuals to grow 
their knowledge in subjects that peak personal interests, supporting better work-life balance. 
 
As the economy continues to transition from one dominated by manufacturing to service and 
information industries, students graduating high school need to be educated for an uncertain future. An 
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article in The Atlantic (Thompson, 2015) looked at the shifting landscape in the labor force toward 
increased automation and stated ά[s]ome economists and technologists have warned that the economy 
is near a tipping point. When they peer deeply into labor-ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŘŀǘŀΧ they see automation high and 
lowτrobots in the operating room and behind the fast-food counter. They imagine self-driving cars 
snaking through the streets and Amazon drones dotting the sky, replacing millions of drivers, warehouse 
ǎǘƻŎƪŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΧ And they wonder: Is any job truly safe?έ 
 
While the economy and workforce needs have clearly changed, many have commented on the failings of 
our educational system to address these changes.  Former Harvard president Lawrence Summers (2012) 
ƴƻǘŜŘ άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΧ Students are evaluated on the basis of 
ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǎǎŀȅǎΧ and relatively short research papers. Instructors are organized into departments, 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
up. The skills and to a lesser extent, content, taught in these classes has undergone a revolution, while 
their delivery remains situated in the 20th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦέ 
 
!ǘ 9/w/I{Σ ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άнмst ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎέ ŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ, but not limited to, the following: 
ǒ Critical thinking, problem solving, reasoning, analysis, interpretation, synthesizing information; 
ǒ Research skills and practices, interrogative questioning; 
ǒ Creativity, artistry, curiosity, imagination, innovation, personal expression; 
ǒ Perseverance, self-direction, planning, self-discipline, adaptability, initiative; 
ǒ Oral and written communication, public speaking and presenting, listening; 
ǒ Leadership, teamwork, collaboration, cooperation; 
ǒ Information and communication technology (ITC) literacy, media and internet literacy, visual 

interpretation, data interpretation and analysis, computer programming; 
ǒ Global awareness, multicultural literacy, humanitarianism; 
ǒ Scientific literacy and reasoning, the scientific method; 
ǒ Health and wellness literacy, including nutrition, diet, exercise, and public health and safety; 
ǒ Systems thinking, environmental and conservation literacy, ecosystems understanding; and 
ǒ Civic, ethical, and social justice literacy. 

 
¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ άǿƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜΣέ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ нмst century skills (Silva, 2008, p. 630). Schools must 
prepare students to adapt in order to succeed in college and careers. Critical thinking and collaboration 
coexist alongside project management. Learning how realities interact represents real understanding 
(Cajete, 1994). Educators must prepare students for a world in which they can solve problems, think 
critically, and work collaboratively, as well as deal with rapidly changing information and technologies. 
Soft skills receive greater attention in the CCSS, including a higher level of collaboration and critical 
thinking. Positioning students to take advantage of new ς and currently indefinable ς opportunities lie at 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  
 
At ECRCHS, sustainability permeates 21st century learning. Students today must think creatively and 
understand the biological, social, economic, and physical systems in place that create problems, and be 
prepared to develop potential solutions. As the world becomes flatter (i.e., more interconnected), 
hotter, and more crowded, an educated person in the 21st century needs to have a multicultural 
perspective in order to work with others. (Friedman, 2008.) ECRCHS aims to provide the tools, the skills, 
and the foundation for students to address the three-legged stool of sustainability ς economic 
sustainability, social equity, and environmental sustainability.  
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7. How Learning Best Occurs 

Learning best occurs when students are placed in a positive and interactive learning environment that 
promotes growth. When students are provided the proper materials for the learning process, receive 
constructive feedback from their teachers and actively collaborate with peers, learning opportunities are 
allowed to flourish in a fruitful and dynamic learning environment. 

In 2001, Darling-Hammond Austin, Orcutt, and Rosso noted: 
 

Contemporary learning theory recognizes the role that both experience and reflection play in 
the development of ideas and skills. Researchers and practitioners appreciate that 
reinforcement and practice play a role in the development of skills, and so do cognitive intent, 
effort, and reasoning. They acknowledge the importance of developmental stages; they also 
recognize that development can also be encouraged through social interaction and the 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ȊƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻȄƛƳŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ 
sphere. Modern learning theories incorporate the role of culture and other influences on 
experience in views of how people construct their understandings and develop their abilities. 
Contemporary theories also recognize that the content matters ς the nature of the disciplines 
has much to do with how they are learned and best taught.... There is greater appreciation of 
the fact that different strategies are useful for different kinds of learning. It is most productive 
to think of these issues in terms of what kind of learning is sought in what contexts and then 
ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎέ όǇΦ фύΦ  

 
Since Darling-Hammond et al, schools across California and the nation have further developed these 
learning theories and strategies ς including, but not limited to constructivism, collaborative learning, 
scaffolding and the Zone of Proximal Development, culturally-responsive pedagogy, evolving content 
standards (e.g., the CCSS and NextGen Science Standards) and differentiated learning ς to best meet the 
needs of diverse learners as they prepare for 21st century careers.  Additionally, technological 
developments have altered how and what schools teach. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
philosophy. Various departments have adopted a range of approaches to best teach students. As an 
institution, ECRCHS understands that people learn through doing. Hands-on, minds-on activities provide 
the experience upon which people build their understanding. Memorization of content knowledge 
without practical experience does not serve learners well in their attempt to develop understanding. 
Learners must be given the tools (and shown how to use them) in order to complete the journey from 
novice to expert. Hands-on, minds-on opportunities enable learners to scaffold content knowledge on a 
framework of personal and relevant experiences.  
 
Bransford et al (2000) define learner-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǎ άŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉŀȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
to knowledge, skills, attitudes, and beliefs that learners bring to the educational setting. This term 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜΣΩ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣΩ 
ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜΣΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΩέ όǇΦмоо-4). Culturally responsive classrooms that address 
student preconceptions put learners at the forefront, causing a move away from transmissionist, 
teacher directed environments. ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ 
construct their own meanings, beginning with the beliefs, understandings, and cultural practices they 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳέ ό.ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊŘ Ŝǘ ŀƭΣ нлллΣ ǇΦмосύΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ όbƻŎƻn & Cole, 2009; Banks 
et al, 2007; Solano-Flores, 2008; LCHC, 2010; Spencer, 2008) share this sentiment, discussing the socio-
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cultural milieu in which education ς formal and informal ς takes place. In the English Department at 
ECRCHS, teachers have selected texts that reflect a range of cultural backgrounds. Through exposure to 
works with varied cultural influences, students have a greater likelihood of connecting with the text and 
constructing knowledge. 
 
Due to external influences, each learner enters the classroom with a different set of preconceptions. 
Just as no two learners come to learn with the same set of experiences (Rushton et al, 2003), not all 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ όнллсύ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘΣ άƳŀƴȅ ǿŜƭƭ-meaning 
instructors introduce new material to adult learners in ways that echo a professional literature review. 
They start with the άōig picture,έ situating the material in the broader field in which they are expert, and 
then narrow to particulars. They point out connections to previous course content as well as look 
forward to what will follow. Rather than focus on what the learner understands, they focus on what 
ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǇǊŜǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜŀŘŜŘέ όǇΦ тоύΦ ¦ƴŜŀǊǘƘƛƴƎ 
teacheǊǎΩ ǇǊŜŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΣ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
learning process. Teachers must build a framework and scaffold information and knowledge with 
students, not for themselves, focusing on what the learner understands and where they are in the 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ .ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊŘ Ŝǘ ŀƭ όнлллύ ǇƻǎƛǘΣ ά[l]earner-centered teachers also respect the 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ όǇΦморύΦ bƻŎƻƴ 
and Cole (2009) take a similar approach, arguing for teachers to treat this diversity of language skills as 
an asset, not a deficit. Teachers at ECRCHS continually work on their craft, moving toward learner-
centered classrooms. Small learning groups, department meetings and the Instructional Committee all 
strive to support best practices in teaching and learning. 
 
Lemke (1990) proposes that students need to ask questions as a way of engaging in the process of 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ [ŜƳƪŜΩǎ  ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǎǎ-discussion is essential to both student engagement and the 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ ά/Ǌƻǎǎ-discussion is dialogue directly between students, with the 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ όǇΦррύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
is a vital component of classrooms where students work to build meaning collaboratively, representing 
the quintessential student-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ [ŜƳƪŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά[s]tudents learn a great deal 
from one another in the classroom. They mediate and translate for one aƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ǿŀȅǎΦ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
not an essentially individual process in the classroom (or anywhere else . . .). Learning is essentially 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭέ όǇΦтуύΦ 9/w/I{Ω ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ {ƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ŀƴŘ {ƘŀǊŜŘ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ 
student-driven dialogue. Teachers set up lessons and classrooms to encourage this movement. 
Additionally, the Charter School has invested in classroom furniture that creates an inviting environment 
and supports group discussion and whole class, student-centered discourse, the hallmark of Socratic 
{ŜƳƛƴŀǊΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻŀŎƘ(es), all departments are working towards 
integrating these approaches to learner-oriented education. 
 
Another educational approach at ECRCHS includes organizing units around unifying topics, which 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎΦ άaŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ 
thematic units create opportunities to ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪέ όwǳǎƘǘƻƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭΣ нллоΣ ǇΦмпύΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ 
άƳŀƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Φ Φ Φ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
ƛƴǾƻƪŜ ŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴέ ό¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ нллсΣ ǇΦтуύΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘe learning environment, 
teachers must consider open-ended questions that promote student discussion and social construction 
ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻǎ άƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ 
ǿƻǊƭŘέ (Taylor, 2006, p.78). By including real-world examples and connections, students can scaffold 
their new knowledge on the framework they have constructed. The examples and content become 



 
 

 
EL CAMINO REAL CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL RENEWAL PETITION      69 
 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ όнллсύΣ άǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜssing new 
data is to search for some experiential connection. If . . . learners are not given the opportunity to create 
such an experience or encouraged to find existing connections that they can build on, they may revert to 
treating the material as somethƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛȊŜŘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘέ όǇΦтпύΦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ άŦƻǎǘŜǊ ōǊŀƛƴ-ōŀǎŜŘΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ 
όwǳǎƘǘƻƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭΣ нллоΣ ǇΦнмύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ άǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ ΨƘŀƴŘǎ-ƻƴΣΩ 
ǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ώŀǊŜϐ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎέ όǇΦнмύΦ .Ǌŀƛƴ-based evidence 
strengthens the link between holistic, integrated approaches and curricular development. The context in 
which lessons are presented plays a sƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ό¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ 
2006).  
 
Real world examples provide context, which plays an integral role in education. Learning content a 
priori, without any connection, understanding, or reference to a framework nullifies the impact of 
having assimilated the knowledge. It is imperative that teachers facilitate this scaffolding by placing 
content in context and then helping students make sense of the information through deliberate 
reflection and metacognition. Lemke (1990) cƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά{ǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ώƭŜŀǊƴϐ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ use 
όŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎύ ƻŦ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέ όǇΦ нпύΦ [ŜƳƪŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ 
ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀl ways by 
the context in which it takes place. A community-centered approach requires the development of norms 
for the classroom and school, as well as connections to the outside world, that support core learning 
ǾŀƭǳŜǎέ ό.ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊŘ Ŝǘ ŀƭΣ нлллΣ ǇΦ нрύΦ Lƴ this situation, Bransford et al (2000) show the importance of 
context and application to real world scenarios. To this end, ECRCHS has engaged in experiential 
education linked to the curriculum. Working with community partners, organizations, and individuals, 
teachers at ECRCHS provide their students with exposure to guest speakers, as well as field trip 
opportunities that supplement traditional curricular experiences. Students in the Alternative Education 
Program, life skills courses, art classes, science classes, and special education program, among others, 
interact with guest speakers who present on topics related to career and real-world connections to what 
is learned in the classroom. 
 
wǳǎƘǘƻƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭ όнллоύ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻcesses and verbalize how and what 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘŜŀŎƘ Φ Φ Φ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ όнллоΣ ǇΦмрύΦ Lƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 
providing context and into the realm of metacognition. Bransford et al (2000) tie together the concepts 
of contextualƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘŀŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴΦ άYƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ-centered environments intersect with learner-
ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇǊŜŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΧΦŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ-making ς on helping students become 
ƳŜǘŀŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ōȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘέ 
(p.136-7). In this view, teachers have two complimentary goals. Addressing preconceptions allows them 
to determine the context of misconceptions, while engaging in metacognitive reflection. 
 
YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎΦ wŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΧ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΧǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾƛǎǘΣ ōǊŀƛƴ-research principles, and Conditions of Learning, when applied, 
help foster a creative learning environment for students to develop their knowledge and grow as 
independent problem-ǎƻƭǾŜǊǎέ όwǳǎƘǘƻƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭΣ нллоΣ ǇΦмнύΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ 
meaning through collaborative efforts. Lastly, Bransford et al (2000) suggest that attention be given to 
άǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ όƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊύ ώŀƴŘϐ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ όǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎύέ όǇΦнпύΦ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-first 
century learning environments must be learner-centered so as to reflect the current research in the field 
of education and include experiential learning, real-world problems, thematic units of study, 
contextualized knowledge, and metacognition.  
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.ƻǘƘ .ŀƴƪǎ Ŝǘ ŀƭ όнллтύ ŀƴŘ .ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊŘ Ŝǘ ŀƭ όнлллύ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǇǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
the classroom on the knowledge base they bring to the school setting. As laid out in Bransford et al s 
first ƪŜȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ άǇǊŜŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ 
understanding is not engaged, they may fail to grasǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ όнлллΣ ǇΦ мп-5). 
Helping students arrive at a place where they have deep content knowledge remains a primary 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ .ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊŘ Ŝǘ ŀƭ όнлллύ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ άǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴ 
the contexǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪέ όǇΦмсύΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƻǊȅ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ όƛΦŜΦ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ 
frameworks) to assist students with their understanding of content. For instance, the social justice 
framework has become increasingly prevalent at ECRCHS. These complementary approaches to 
understanding systems and issues have come to permeate a range of courses and provide a lens through 
and a platform for deeper discussions which provides students to use their analytical skills and 
comprehend the material being taught. 
 
The next frontier in learning theory deals with a deeper understanding of the way in which the brain 
changes as learning takes place. According to Rushton et al (2003) and Taylor (2006) brain based 
research dovetails well with constructivist approaches ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ όнллсύ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ άwŀǘƘŜǊ 
than focus on what the learner understands, [well meaning instructors] focus on what they themselves 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǇǊŜǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜŀŘŜŘέ όǇΦ тоύΦ wǳǎƘǘƻƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭ όнллоύ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ ǘƘat 
άLƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŀ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ώŀϐ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ-directed traditional 
classroom to student-oriented, problem-solving learning environments that espouse a constructivist, 
brain research-ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ όǇΦ моύΦ Ln support of the latter, Rushton et al (2003) cite 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƴŜǳǊƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ LŦ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
research supports this connection between social-construction of knowledge, then the implications for 
eduŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǾŀǎǘΦ ²ƻƭŦΩǎ όнллтύ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴΩǎ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ 
language development may help provide a richer understanding of how extant connections in neurons 
arose in modern Homo sapiensΩ ōǊŀƛƴΦ .ȅ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ of language, Project Based Learning 
όάt.[έύ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜǎΣ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊȅ ŎǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƳǳƭƛΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
increased neural growth. A number of teachers have started implementing PBL in their courses as they 
work to find ways of connecting content and learners in a student-centered approach. 
 
Ultimately, to create a productive learning environment for students, crucial elements of each learning 
theory is necessary in order to personalize the educational experience. Having students learn in a 
positive, connective and collaborative environment is essential in retaining information that will equip 
them for the future. Having the ability to reach students based on their specific needs creates the best 
learning environment. ECRCHS continues to be committed to meaningful student learning while 
incorporating cultural proficiency in the curriculum. 
 

8. The Requirements of California Education Code Section 47605(c)(5)(A)(ii) 
 
Student academic and personal progress is the highest priority at ECRCHS.  
 
ECRCHS will pursue the following schoolwide and subgroup outcome goals, based on the state priorities 
detailed in Education Code Section 52060(d).  Student performance and achievement of schoolwide, 
subgroup and individual student progress will be measured by multiple and varied summative and 
formative assessments that are aligned to state and federal standards and reflect proficiency measures 
required by California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP)/Smarter Balanced 
Assessments, as well as state priorities detailed in Education Code Section 52060(d).    
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The following chart details the Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ 
pursuant to Education Code Section 52052, for each of the eight (8) state priorities identified in 
Education Code Section 52060(d), including specific annual actions the Charter School will take to 
achieve each of the identified annual goals.  We note that as required under the Education Code, 
9/w/I{Ω ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) as a basis for prioritizing allocation of funds.  The following 
is intended to be illustrative of the goals and actions ECRCHS anticipates at this point in time.  
 

LCFF STATE PRIORITIES 

GOAL #1  
 

ECRCHS will continue to ensure that all students are taught by qualified teachers who 
hold a valid CA teaching credential as defined by the CA Commission on Teaching 
Credentialing.  

Related State Priorities: 

Ἠ 1 δ  4 δ  7 

 δ2 δ  5 δ  8 

 δ3 δ  6 

Local Priorities: 

:δ 

:δ 

Specific Annual Actions to Achieve Goal 

¶ Recruit, hire, supervise, evaluate, and retain qualified teaching staff. 

¶ Ensure verification of proper credentials and DOJ clearance prior to start of employment. 

¶ Actively recruit qualified teachers reflecting student ethnic demographics. 

Expected Annual Measurable Outcomes 

Outcome #1: 
All teachers will hold appropriate credentials to teach in the program 

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
Percentages of teachers with appropriate credentials.  

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

LCFF STATE PRIORITIES 

GOAL #2 
 

All students will have access to standards-aligned materials, including implementation 
of academic content and performance standards for all students, including English 
learners.   

Related State Priorities: 

Ἠ 1 Ἠ 4 δ  7 

Ἠ 2 Ἠ 5 δ  8 

 δ3 δ  6 

Local Priorities: 

:δ 

:δ 

Specific Annual Actions to Achieve Goal 

¶ ECRCHS will embrace State content standards with innovative instructional methods and appropriate teacher-
created assessments common to each department and aligned to standards to correctly gauge student 
achievement.  

¶ ECRCHSΩ standards-based system addresses systemic inequities and meets the needs of all students, especially 
those students who are under-performing. 

¶ Standards-based curriculum purchases will include primary and secondary texts for all core subjects, and in 
later years, World Languages and other courses as needed. Materials will be selected by textbook selection 
committees within each department who will give recommendations to the AP who oversees the department. 
To ensure differentiation is provided according to student ability level, pace of the course, etc., instructors 
may select multiple texts to teach the same curriculum.  

¶ STEAM Coordinator acts in an advisory capacity to incorporate STEAM throughout the curriculum. 
¶ Purchase new furniture for classrooms, including tables for students and lightweight chairs that can be 

rearranged in multiple configurations to support CCSS  aligned teaching methods, including collaboration and 
sit-to-stand desks for teachers to have flexibility in their teaching styles. 

¶ Teachers will participate in ongoing professional development related to CCSS and continue to implement 
CCSS-aligned assessments. 

¶ Professional development (EL, STEAM, Best Practices, Common Core, Technology), conferences (AP by the 
Sea, AVID, Common Core, National Charter Conference), workshops (Discipline, Community Relations, First 
Aid, Chemical Safety, Human Resources) to address culturally relevant teaching practices and strategies that 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜǎΦ 
 

Expected Annual Measurable Outcomes 

Outcome #1: 
All students use CCSS and NGSS aligned materials in all relevant courses and teachers implement a standards-based 
education program. 

 
Metric/Method for Measuring:  
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Review of curriculum maps, common formative assessments, performance benchmarks, and complete departmental 
alignment 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) 100% of 
students 

have access 
to 

standards-
aligned 

materials 
and 

technology 

100% 

aligned 

100% 

aligned 

100% 

aligned 

100% 

aligned 

100% 

aligned 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outcome #2:  
Student learning is supported by 1:1 laptop initiative  

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
Every student will be given a personal laptop to use while enrolled at ECRCHS  

 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2025-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) 100% 
Distribution 

100% 
Distribution 

100% 
Distribution 

100% 
Distribution 

100% 
Distribution 

100% 
Distribution 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outcome #3:  
Ensure implementation of academic content and performance standards for all core subjects as they are adopted. 

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
Documentation of teacher participation in CCSS-aligned professional development; implementation of CCSS-aligned 

curriculum; classroom observations by administrators 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2020-
2021 

2021-
2022 

2022- 
2023 

2023-
2024 

2024-
2025 

All Students (School-wide) 100% math 
and ELA 

Common Core 
Implementati

on 

100% math 
and ELA 
Common 

Core 
Implementa

tion 

100% math 
and ELA 
Common 

Core 
Implementa

tion 

100% math 
and ELA 
Common 

Core 
Implementat

ion 

100% math 
and ELA 
Common 

Core 
Implementa

tion 

100% math 
and ELA 
Common 

Core 
Implementa

tion 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outcome #4:  
The Charter School will annually increase the number of students meeting or exceeding the standards in ELA and math 

as measured on the CAASPP 
Metric/Method for Measuring:  

CAASPP Interim Date and CAASPP Data 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS Baseline 

2020-
2021 

2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023-
2024 

2024-
2025 
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All Students (School-wide) CAASPP 

Data 
Collection for 

baseline 

1% above 
baseline 

2% above 
baseline 

3% above 
baseline 

4% above 
baseline 

5% above 
baseline 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

LCFF STATE PRIORITIES 

GOAL #3 
 

Parents/guardians will continue to receive opportunities for involvement in school 
decisions through volunteer opportunities, committee membership, and informational 
meetings. The Charter School will continue to provide outreach using various forms of 
communication.  
 

Related State Priorities: 

 δ1 δ  4 δ  7 

 δ2 δ  5 δ  8 

Ἠ 3 δ  6 

Local Priorities: 

:δ 

:δ 

Specific Annual Actions to Achieve Goal 

¶ Provide access and training to parents in the use of the Aeries, Canvas, and Naviance programs. 

¶ Maintain the Charter School Website as a communication tool for the school community. 

¶ Continue to send weekly newsletters and use JIVE to make phone calls from school devices.  

¶ Utilize mass emergency telephone (telephone blast to parents/guardians) to communicate updates regarding 
activities, and individual messages to parents regarding attendance and grades. Messages are translated into 
Spanish. 

¶ Hold monthly Coffee with the Executive Director events.  

¶ Conduct Back to School Night and orientation events. 

¶ Conduct ELAC committee meetings bi-monthly. 

Expected Annual Measurable Outcomes 

Outcome #1: 
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The number of parents/guardians attending workshops and seminars as well as increase parent/guardian engagement 
through annual survey responses will increase annually  

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
The number of parents/guardians that participate in workshops, parent meetings, and complete surveys 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) At least 85% 
of parents 
will attend at 
least one 
school event 
each year. 
 

Parent 
satisfaction 
rates, based 
on annual 
surveys, will 
be > 85%. 

At least 
85% of 
parents will 
attend at 
least one 
school 
event each 
year. 

 

Parent 
satisfaction 
rates, 
based on 
annual 
surveys, 
will be > 
85%. 

At least 
85% of 
parents will 
attend at 
least one 
school 
event each 
year. 
 
Parent 
satisfaction 
rates, 
based on 
annual 
surveys, 
will be > 
85%. 

At least 
85% of 
parents 
will attend 
at least 
one school 
event each 
year. 
 
Parent 
satisfacti
on rates, 
based on 
annual 
surveys, 
will be > 
85%. 

At least 
85% of 
parents will 
attend at 
least one 
school 
event each 
year. 
 
Parent 
satisfaction 
rates, 
based on 
annual 
surveys, 
will be > 
85%. 

At least 
85% of 
parents will 
attend at 
least one 
school 
event each 
year. 
 
Parent 
satisfaction 
rates, 
based on 
annual 
surveys, 
will be > 
85%. 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

LCFF STATE PRIORITIES 

GOAL #4 
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ECRCHS will continue to address test performance and work towards increasing 
participation in Advanced Placement and Honors courses, thus preparing students for 
college.  
 

 

Related State Priorities: 

 δ1 Ἠ 4 δ  7 

 δ2 δ  5 Ἠ 8 

 δ3 δ  6 

Local Priorities: 

:δ 

:δ 

Specific Annual Actions to Achieve Goal 

 
¶ Continue to provide standards-based instruction as well as interventions as detailed in the charter petition.   
¶ Conduct Summer Bridge program during which students are assessed for their high school readiness, math, 

reading and writing abilities. For students in the category of άwell belowέ grade level expectations, emphasis 
will be placed on developing and strengthening math and reading skills, in addition to instruction in successful 
student practices and study skills such as time management and organization.  

¶ Provide life skills training for Latino and African American youth through assemblies, field trips, and guest 
speakers.   

¶ Continue staff liaison with Group Homes. 

¶ Continue to provide summer school opportunities for students at-risk through Alternative Education offerings. 

¶ Provide a 0.5 FTE for an Instructional Coach to assist teachers with instructional practices and technology.  

¶ Provide professional development, on-site staff meetings, and classroom-embedded professional 
development to support tiered intervention, in additional to regular teacher collaboration time to improve 
and support student achievement and college-readiness including: CCSS, Best Practices, STEAM, Compliance, 
Building Student Assets, and Financial Reporting. 

¶ Continue with a Data Systems Analyst that supports data-driven instruction and differentiated instructional 
strategies.   

Expected Annual Measurable Outcomes 

Outcome #1: 
Increase percentage of students successfully passing A-G requirements and passing the Early Assessment Progress 

(EAP) 
Metric/Method for Measuring:  

California Dashboard-Graduation Rates and College/Career Indicator 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) 94% (Grad) 

50% 
(College/Car

eer) 

95 % or 
greater 
(Grad) 

52% or 
greater 

(College/Ca
reer) 

 

96 % or 
greater 
(Grad) 

54% or 
greater 

(College/Ca
reer) 

 

96 % or 
greater 
(Grad) 

56% or 
greater 

(College/Ca
reer) 

 

96 % or 
greater 
(Grad) 

58% or 
greater 

(College/Ca
reer) 

 

96 % or 
greater 
(Grad) 

60% or 
greater 

(College/Ca
reer) 

 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outcome #2:  
EL students will advance at least one grade level on the ELPAC each year 

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
ELPAC or other available external assessments; ELD Folders 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2025-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

English Learners Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL growth 

on the 
ELPAC each 

year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL 

growth on 
the ELPAC 
each year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL 

growth on 
the ELPAC 
each year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL 

growth on 
the ELPAC 
each year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL 

growth on 
the ELPAC 
each year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL 

growth on 
the ELPAC 
each year 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outcome #3:  
9[ ǊŜŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 9[ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 

Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs) 
Metric/Method for Measuring:  

ELPAC or other available external assessments; ELD Folders 
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APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2020-
2021 

2021-
2022 

2022- 
2023 

2023-
2024 

2024-
2025 

All Students (School-wide) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

English Learners Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate of 
EL growth on 

the ELPAC 
each year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL growth 

on the 
ELPAC each 

year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL growth 

on the 
ELPAC each 

year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL growth 

on the 
ELPAC each 

year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL growth 

on the 
ELPAC each 

year 

Achieve 
similar or 

higher rate 
of EL growth 

on the 
ELPAC each 

year 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students       

Outcome #4:  
ECRCHS will realize annual increases in the numbers of students passing AP exams with a score of 3 or higher   

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
AP exam scores; transcripts 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2020-
2021 

2021-
2022 

2022- 
2023 

2023-
2024 

2024-
2025 

All Students (School-wide) Meet or 
exceed the 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ !t 
test passing 
average and 

realize annual 
gains over 
previous 

ECRCHS AP 
exam scores 

by at least 2% 
annually 

Meet or 
exceed the 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ !t 
test passing 
average and 

realize 
annual gains 

over 
previous 

ECRCHS AP 
exam scores 
by at least 

2% annually 

Meet or 
exceed the 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ !t 
test passing 
average and 

realize 
annual gains 

over 
previous 

ECRCHS AP 
exam scores 
by at least 

2% annually 

Meet or 
exceed the 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ !t 
test passing 
average and 

realize 
annual gains 

over 
previous 

ECRCHS AP 
exam scores 
by at least 

2% annually 

Meet or 
exceed the 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ !t 
test passing 
average and 

realize 
annual gains 

over 
previous 

ECRCHS AP 
exam scores 
by at least 

2% annually 

Meet or 
exceed the 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ !t 
test passing 
average and 

realize 
annual gains 

over 
previous 

ECRCHS AP 
exam scores 
by at least 

2% annually 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outcome #5:  
Students will successfully develop meaningful secondary college/career plans and complete all courses needed for the 
college of their choice and/or courses that prepare students for a career. Identified student subgroups will increase 
graduation by the rate of 2-5%. 

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
EAP exam scores (or comparable measure); California Dashboard 

 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2020-
2021 

2021-
2022 

2022- 
2023 

2023-
2024 

2024-
2025 

All Students (School-wide) Implement 
the EAP exam 

(or 
comparable 

measure) with 
student 

volunteers.  

Implement 
EAP exam 

(or 
comparable 
measure) 
with all 

students; 
establish 

benchmark 

The EAP (or 
comparable 
measure) 

proficiency 
rate will 

meet 
established 
schoolwide 

and 
subgroup 
growth 
targets 

based on 
baseline 

data 
(estimated 

to be 2-3%). 

The EAP (or 
comparable 
measure) 

proficiency 
rate will 

meet 
established 
schoolwide 

and 
subgroup 
growth 
targets 

based on 
baseline 

data 
(estimated 

to be 2-3%). 

The EAP (or 
comparable 
measure) 

proficiency 
rate will 

meet 
established 
schoolwide 

and 
subgroup 
growth 
targets 

based on 
baseline 

data 
(estimated 

to be 2-3%). 

The EAP (or 
comparable 
measure) 

proficiency 
rate will 

meet 
established 
schoolwide 

and 
subgroup 
growth 
targets 

based on 
baseline 

data 
(estimated 

to be 2-3%). 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

LCFF STATE PRIORITIES 

GOAL #5 
 

ECRCHS will maintain the high attendance rate of 96 % and will continue to work on 
improving the percentage of students who are chronically absent.  

Related State Priorities: 

 δ1 ἦ 4 δ  7 

 δ2 Ἠ 5 ἦ 8 

 δ3 δ  6 

Local Priorities: 

:δ 

:δ 

Specific Annual Actions to Achieve Goal 

Expected Annual Measurable Outcomes 

Outcome #1: 
Improve attendance rate and reduce the percentage of students who are chronically absent  

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
Individual student attendance records  

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) Chronic 
absenteeis
m <2.3% 

Chronic 
absenteei
sm <2.3% 

Chronic 
absenteei
sm <2.3% 

Chronic 
absenteeis
m <2.3% 

Chronic 
absenteei
sm <2.3% 

Chronic 
absenteei
sm <2.3% 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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LCFF STATE PRIORITIES 

GOAL #6 
 

ECRCHS will continue to maintain a low suspension rate (<1% ) and expulsion rate in 
order to prevent the loss of valuable instruction.   

Related State Priorities: 

 δ1 Ἠ 4 δ  7 

 δ2 Ἠ 5 ἦ 8 

 δ3 Ἠ 6 

Local Priorities: 

:δ 

:δ 

Specific Annual Actions to Achieve Goal 

¶ Utilize attendance coordinator 

¶ Utilize Aeries software program 

¶ Utilize Mass Emergency Telephone System 

¶ Utilize counselors and deans 

¶ Utilize progressive discipline 

¶ Hire a full time Psychiatric Social Worker 

¶ Provide alternative school options, incorporating traditional and independent study programs that allow 
students to make up credit taking into consideration the emotional and maturity level of the student 

¶ Provide supplemental activities and services including: referral to the Tarzana Treatment Center; PAL (Peer 
Active Listeners) Program; Body Image Group; two school psychologists, itinerary therapists; campus clubs; 
athletic program; music program; dance program; tutoring; variety of student led evening events 
  

Expected Annual Measurable Outcomes 

Outcome #1: 
School will continue to maintain a low suspension and expulsion rate 

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
Suspension Expulsion rate  

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) Expulsion 
rate will be 
maintained 

at <1% 

Expulsion 
rate will 

be 
maintaine
d at <1% 

Expulsion 
rate will 

be 
maintaine
d at <1% 

Expulsion 
rate will 

be 
maintaine
d at <1% 

Expulsion 
rate will 

be 
maintaine
d at <1% 

Expulsion 
rate will 

be 
maintaine
d at <1% 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outcome #2: 
ECRCHS will engage in effective communication with meaningful resources for families and a shared leadership to 

support student success  
Metric/Method for Measuring:  

Stakeholder surveys 

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) Continue to 
achieve >85% 

positive 
results on 

Annual 
Stakeholder 
Satisfaction 
Surveys % 

Continue to 
achieve 
>85% 

positive 
results on 

Annual 
Stakeholder 
Satisfaction 

Surveys 

Continue to 
achieve 
>85% 

positive 
results on 

Annual 
Stakeholder 
Satisfaction 

Surveys 

Continue to 
achieve 
>85% 

positive 
results on 

Annual 
Stakeholder 
Satisfaction 

Surveys 

Continue to 
achieve 
>85% 

positive 
results on 

Annual 
Stakeholder 
Satisfaction 

Surveys 

Continue to 
achieve 
>85% 

positive 
results on 

Annual 
Stakeholder 
Satisfaction 

Surveys 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outcome #3: 
Incorporate social and emotional life skills through individualized instruction and support  

Metric/Method for Measuring:  
Dropout rates 
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APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) Dropout rate 
will be 
maintained 
at <3% 

Dropout 
rate will be 
maintained 
at <3% 

Dropout 
rate will be 
maintained 
at <3% 

Dropout 
rate will be 
maintained 
at <3% 

Dropout 
rate will be 
maintained 
at <3% 

Dropout 
rate will be 
maintained 
at <3% 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students with Disabilities N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

African American Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Filipino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Latino Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

White Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

LCFF STATE PRIORITIES 

GOAL #7 
 

Improve student achievement in ELA and math for our lowest achieving groups by 
having students engage in learning beyond core courses.  

Related State Priorities: 

ἦ 1 Ἠ 4 Ἠ 7 

Ἠ 2 Ἠ 5 Ἠ 8 

Ἠ 3 ἦ 6 

Local Priorities: 

:δ 

:δ 

Specific Annual Actions to Achieve Goal 

¶ Partner with community businesses and organizations to provide internships, project-based learning, and 
college courses  

¶ Increase opportunities for students to participate in performance enrichment activities such as elective music, 
arts programs, journalism, STEAM programs, robotic programs, ACADECA and computer classes. 

¶ Provide both in-class and out-of-class interventions.  

¶ Continue to provide training in culturally proficient curriculum to support African American and Latinx 
students.  

Expected Annual Measurable Outcomes 
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Outcome #1: 
2% increase in Met and Exceeded percentages on the ELA CAASPP for African American, Latino students, 

Socioeconomically Disadvantage Students, and Students with Disabilities  
Metric/Method for Measuring:  
CAASPP ELA and math scores  

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) 59% 61% 63% 65% 67% 69% 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students 54% 56% 58% 60% 62% 64% 

Students with Disabilities 21% 23% 25% 27% 29% 31% 

African American Students 38% 40% 42% 44% 46% 48% 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students 73% 75% 77% 79% 81% 83% 

Filipino Students 72% 74% 76% 78% 80% 81% 

Latino Students 54% 56% 58% 60% 62% 64% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race 64% 66% 68% 70% 72% 74% 

White Students 62% 64% 66% 68% 70% 72% 

Outcome #2: 
2% increase in Met and Exceeded percentages on the math CAASPP for African American, Latino students, 

Socioeconomically Disadvantage Students, and Students with Disabilities 
Metric/Method for Measuring:  
CAASPP ELA and math scores  

APPLICABLE 
STUDENT GROUPS 

Baseline 
2021-
2022 

2022-
2023 

2023- 
2024 

2024-
2025 

2024-
2026 

All Students (School-wide) 41% 43% 45% 47% 49% 51% 

English Learners N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Socioecon. Disadv./Low Income Students 36% 38% 40% 42% 44% 46% 

Students with Disabilities 8% 10% 12% 14% 16% 18% 

African American Students 18% 20% 22% 24% 26% 28% 

Foster Youth N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

American Indian/Alaska Native Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Asian Students 65% 67% 69% 70% 72% 74% 

Filipino Students 66% 68% 70% 72% 74% 76% 

Latino Students 32% 34% 36% 38% 40% 42% 
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Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Students N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Students of Two or More Race 40% 42% 44% 46% 48% 50% 

White Students       44% 46% 48% 50% 52% 54% 

 
Cells in the above chart containing a άϝέ denote that the subgroup is not numerically significant at this 
time. 

 
9. Goals for Enabling Pupils to Become and Remain Self-Motivated, Competent, and Lifelong 

Learners 
 
ECRCHS aims to empower all students to reach their highest potential and become self-motivated, 
competent, lifelong learners. In order to achieve this, ECRCHS recognizes that secondary students in 
particular require autonomy, mastery, and a sense of purpose. (Pink, 2010.)  9/w/I{Ω ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ 
engaging, interdisciplinary, real-world curriculum and active learning allows students to believe that 
they can achieve and experience the intrinsic satisfaction that comes with true mastery. Students 
approach learning with authentic motivation when they are provided multiple and varied opportunities 
to develop mastery, inspiring confidence in their own abilities and desire to serve others.  
 
9/w/I{Ω ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜy actively participate in 
their own learning, appreciating its relevance not only in their daily lives but also the world around 
them. Students demonstrate a desire to continuously improve their skills, knowledge, and selves with 
their teammates and colleagues, thereby developing a lifelong ability to continue to learn and innate 
commitment to acting responsibly toward others.   
  
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ 9/w/I{ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǊƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ άōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴέ 
model. The idea in backward design is to teach toward the "end point" or learning goals, which typically 
ensures that content remains focused and organized (Wiggins and McTighe, 2006). As teachers review 
student achievement data, they provide ample support to help students become competent learners. 
This use of formative assessment data plays a vital role in providing feedback to students and helping 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ άbŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ōȅ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
students, teachers, and content experts ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ōƻǘƘ ǎȅƴŎƘǊƻƴƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎȅƴŎƘǊƻƴƻǳǎƭȅέ ό.ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊŘ 
et al, 2000, p. 141). Tools like TurnItIn.com allow teachers at ECRCHS to provide feedback to students 
that can help them to improve their writing and research skills. Feedback enables students to become 
self-motivated learners, responsible for their own actions and their own learning. The shorter the loop, 
the more quickly students can rectify mistakes and demonstrate mastery. 
  
Equipped with a better understanding of how people learn and current learning theory, educators at 
ECRCHS are able to create effective lessons, units and projects. Ongoing professional development on 
topics including constructivism, formative assessment, and text analysis provide teachers with tools to 
enable students to become lifelong learners and effective self-advocates with a high degree of agency. 
Skills like metacognition are increasingly important. Merely educating students in content knowledge 
without the skills of how to apply facts to novel situations will invariably set them up for failure. Learning 
how to deal with failure, and the lessons it instills, are invaluable experiences (Barber, 2013; DeWitt, 
нлмнύΦ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άƎǊƛǘέ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎΣ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ нмst 
century skill. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN 
 

10. Curricular and Instructional Design of the Educational Program: Key Educational Theories and 
Research 

 
The ECRCHS instructional leaders constantly strive to bring new techniques as well as timely and 
relevant developments from the field of education to their teachers through professional development 
in-service training. Following the work of Johnson and Marx (2009), the Charter School implements a 
ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ όΨ¢t5ΩύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ άƛǎ responsive to the needs of 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ όǇΦ молύΦ Lƴ ŀ 
number of cases, teachers have developed unique solutions to deal with concerns that arise on campus 
(i.e., Cultural Proficiency, social justice, etc.) and present solutions to their fellow faculty members. 
ECRCHS has promoted and provided professional development on cultural proficiency and racial quality.  
9/w/I{Ω curriculum and environment will support students of all races, socioeconomic status, genders, 
gender identities, sexual orientations, and all other protected classes. In doing so, ECRCHS solidified our 
collective belief that no student or employee should feel diminished for who they are.  ECRCHS educates 
all our students based on the principle of equality.  As an of these efforts towards achieving equity in the 
curriculum, special education teachers at ECRCHS provide tools and techniques to their colleagues to 
help them better address the needs of students who have differing abilities. 
 
As indicated in the LCFF State Priorities Table above (State Priority #1), all teachers at the Charter School 
are appropriately credentialed as required under California law. Staffing of the small learning academies 
(Humanitas, AVID, Art and Design, STEAM, and CEA) takes place through discussion with selected faculty 
to determine their interest in these programs. Often, these academies require extra coordination and 
time to create a unified educational experience for the students.  
  
ECRCHS provides a student-focused education within a rich setting that enables its diverse students to 
attain high academic achievement coupled with the practical skills and talents necessary to be 
contributing members of a global society. This approach aligns directly with research on how people 
learn, namely through student-centered classrooms that address prior student knowledge and its social 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
can learn. Employing a highly collaborative instructional model, ECRCHS aims to provide students with 
authentic experiences that will position them for post-secondary success. Many teachers work 
cooperatively, designing educational programming that focuses on connections between the curriculum 
and the real world. Service learning, career/college readiness, and cross-curricular instruction form the 
ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ-based pedagogy. Academies at ECRCHS provide students the opportunity to 
develop skills for careers (!Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣ /ŀǊŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ όά/9!έύ), prepare 
first generation college students for the rigor of higher education through the AVID program, or allow 
students to work in an interdisciplinary fashion (Humanitas), while creating a sense of belonging. 
!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {¢9!a ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ {¢9a 
fields provides students with the skills and collaborative experiences needed to succeed in college and 
career. ά¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ώǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ŀǊŜϐ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻΧ academic achievement, social and 
ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ό{ƳƛǘƘΣ нллфύΦ {ƳƛǘƘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀǘŜΣ άLƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛve ability, critical 
thinking, and verbal skill. Arts learning can also improve motivation, concentration, confidence, and 
ǘŜŀƳǿƻǊƪΦέ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ student's success after high 
school. 
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Students in the Humanitas Academy are programmed jointly, as are those in AVID. In 2020-2021, 125 
students enrolled in Humanitas and 123 in AVID. Humanitas students are co-programmed into English, 
Science, Art and Social Studies, whereas AVID students are co-programmed into English, Math, History-
Social Science, AVID study skills and starting in 10th grade, Science. CEA currently has 97 students. CEA 
courses include: Filmmaking 1AB, Filmmaking 2AB, and Film Production AB, Broadcast Journalism, Digital 
Image Production and Film History. The STEAM program integrates arts into the STEM fields and 
provides students with the skills and collaborative experiences needed to succeed in college and career.  
The STEAM program includes a College Prep and Honors option. STEAM currently has 122 students 
enrolled.  STEAM courses include English, Math, Science, Computers, Design (VPA), Principles of Bio 
Med, Intro to Engineering Design, Principles of Engineering, and Biomedical Innovation (Project Lead the 
Way courses). 
  
The Charter SchoolΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘǿƻ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ .ƻǘƘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
design, extending into all disciplines within the Charter SŎƘƻƻƭΦ 9/w/I{Ω Instructional Coach works with 
ŜŀŎƘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ {ƛƭŜƴǘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ όά{{wέύ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ 9/w/I{ ǳǎŜǎ {{w ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ {{w 
occurs during the first fourteen (14) minutes of the third period, a 68-minute block designed to ensure 
the efficacy of SSR. 
 
Teachers across all disciplines at ECRCHS implement the Socratic Seminar program when teaching topics 
that lend themselves to discussion. Socratic Seminar ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ 9/w/I{Ω Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ-
centered classrooms by providing opportunities for students to participate in an intelligent, respectful 
discussion about an issue, a text, a problem, or concept. As part of the process students must: 
ǒ Listen and speak 
ǒ Think critically 
ǒ Reference the text 
ǒ Respond responsibly 
ǒ Question appropriately 

 
This collaborative, inquiry-based discussion teaches students to understand the ideas, issues, multiple 
meanings, and values reflected through close analysis of complex topics. It aims to prepare students for 
exams, essays, and to make real life connections with the content. Furthermore, Socratic Seminar aligns 
closely with constructivist approaches to learning by allowing students to co-create understanding in a 
discourse couched in learner friendly language. 
 
The following table provides examples of teachers employing Socratic Seminar across various disciplines. 
In each of these examples, the teacher presents a situation and information to students, allowing them 
to interact with the material, think critically, and engage in discourse or dialogue. The curriculum 
becomes interactive and student centered through deployment of the Socratic Seminar, thereby 
aligning more closely with the research on how people learn. 
 

Department Topics Covered Using Socratic Seminar as an Instructional Method 
Science Environmental issues 

Code of ethics 
Medical practice guidelines 
tǊƛƳŀǊȅ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΥ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǿǎΣ DŀƭƛƭŜƻ 
Current events and articles 
Court and legal cases 
Scientific essays 
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Physical Education Fitness guidelines 
Nutrition labels 
Dietary recommendations 
Weight-loss program descriptions 
Medical practice guidelines 
Sports medicine 
Game strategies for all sports 

Mathematics Mathematical proofs 
Word problems 
[ƻƎƛŎ άŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ 
Statistics 
Critical thinking puzzles 
Graphic and or data information 

Visual and Performing 
Arts 

Performances (e.g. dance, play, monologue, musical, etc.) 
Art pieces 
Scripts 
Art history texts 
Artist biographies/autobiographies 
Photographs 
Director, choreographer, conductor, animator notes (background 
information about the creative process) 

History-Social Science Primary or secondary source documents 
Historical speeches 
Laws 
Treaties 
Legislative bills 
Court/legal cases 
Current events 

 
tŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ {ƘŀǊŜŘ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ .ƻƻƪǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 
όнлмрύΦ Lǘ ƛǎ άŀ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ that enables people of all ages to explore the ideas, meaning, and 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀch provides teachers with a tool that helps 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜȄǘΦ {ƘŀǊŜŘ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ άŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎτquestions about a text 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ άǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
respondiƴƎ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦέ {ƘŀǊŜŘ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƻƴ 
the constructivist approach to knowledge creation. Teachers act as guides, leading students to develop 
textual interpretations as well as understanding those of others. Much like Socratic Seminar, this 
method has utility across a range of subject areas, an important factor for ECRCHS.  
 
Numerous departments ς such as Science and Visual and Performing Arts ς and small learning 
academies ς including Art and Design, Humanitas, and CEA ς have integrated environmental and social 
aspects of sustainability into their curriculum. Many of these have taken the form of projects and cross-
disciplinary ventures. These include the following: 
ǒ 10th DǊŀŘŜ IǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǎΩ 9о ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 9ȄǇƻ όά9о·thέύΥ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

research, represent and market a new technology at the E3XPO. Each team is responsible for 
the development of informative brochures, booth display materials, and an informative three-
minute presentation. Each of these required components must address the environmental, 
economic, and social equity issues that are central to the technology. Topics include Ending the 
Digital Divide, Malaria Nets, Artificial Coral Reefs, 3D Printing, Wind Power, Improved Sanitation, 
Genetic Engineering, Hybrid Cars, and Social Media for Activism 

ǒ Solar Cell and Green Building Presentation (Chemistry and Physics): students from the chemistry 
and physics courses present their work in an exhibit hall where they demonstrate the solar cells 
they have built (chemistry) and green homes they have designed and created models for 
(physics) in a joint venture highlighting these technologies. 
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ǒ Student documentaries (CEA): as part of the requirement in the Filmmaking course, students 
choose topics related to sustainability. Past topics of shorts have included the skateboard racks 
and electric vehicle charging stations, as well as covering the Earth Day Art and Poetry Festival.  

ǒ ά!Ǌǘ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ό!Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ .ƛƻƭƻƎȅύΥ ǘǿƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ and one in art, joined together 
to co-ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ ǳƴƛǘ ƻƴ ά!Ǌǘ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ,έ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōƻǘƘ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ 
that represents a relationship in nature. 

ǒ Earth Day Festival (English, Drawing, Painting, Graphic Design, History): starting with the vision 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά!Ǌǘ ƛƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ǳƴƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ 5ŀȅ !Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ tƻŜǘǊȅ 
Contest became the Earth Day Festival with teachers from various departments in the Visual 
Performing Arts, English, and History-Social Science using the same prompt to create original 
pieces (including poems, photography, digital imagery, paintings, drawings and posters) to show 
in the inaugural Earth Day Festival. Student groups participated by creating items from 
repurposed goods. The event included healthy, natural food options, and a documentary 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ άƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 

 
Catterall and Peppler όнллтύ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘƛƎƘ-quality arts learning made significant 
gains in self-ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǳōǎŎŀƭŜέ όǇΦ рпоύΦ /ŀǘǘŜǊŀƭƭΣ 5ǳƳŀƛǎΣ 
and Hampden-¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ όнлмнύ ŦƻǳƴŘ άǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ōŜǘween arts involvement and academic 
ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎέ ŦƻǊ άŀǘ-promise populations (low-{9{ύέ ŀƴŘ άƘƛƎƘ-{9{ ƎǊƻǳǇǎέ όǇΦ нпύ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
low-{9{ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ όпм҈ύ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ όмт҈ύ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǿ-SES 
students with minimal participation in the arts (26% attendance and 5% completion). With all of the 
evidence supporting the inclusion ς and integration when possible ς of arts into the curriculum, ECRCHS 
requires students to take 10 credits of Visual/Performing Arts course to graduate. For instance, the 
burgeoning sustainability and STEAM programs connect art teachers with science concepts and math 
teachers with energy and water usage while considering the aesthetic aspect of these interconnected 
disciplines. With a range of offerings, students can choose from visual art courses (including but not 
limited to painting, drawing, calligraphy and design craft), performing arts courses (such as introduction 
to theatre, guitar, jazz ensemble, choir), and other options like filmmaking and stage design. Many of 
these courses have embedded sustainability related content, including the fashion and design courses, 
which now consider Fair Trade, organic materials, product sourcing, and end of life cycle discussions.  
 
As ECRCHS continues to push forward, opportunities for experiential learning (e.g. field trips, guest 
speakers, work experience, etc.) and interdisciplinary approaches to learning support the changing 
ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ 9/w/I{Ω ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нмst century. CCSS-aligned 
instruction dovetails with this approach. Providing opportunities for students to collaborate, think 
critically and creatively, and deal with real world issues will serve them well. In particular, career 
readiness will be essential to student groups who need exposure to opportunities in their field of 
interest.  
 

11. Curriculum 
 

a. Key Features and Components 
 
ECRCHS offers A-G courses approved by the University of California for ninth through twelfth grades.  
ECRCHS has a highly effective curricular plan that is accessible to all students. A Class of 2019 graduation 
rate of 93.6 percent and over 90 percent of graduates attending 2-year or 4-year colleges and 
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ 9/w/I{Ω ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳla align with CCSS, the 
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remaining California State Content Standards, NGSS, the History-Social Science Framework, and English 
Language Development Standards όŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀǘŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎέύ.  
 
Courses are offered in Applied Technical Arts, English Language Development, English Language Arts, 
Physical Education, Career/Vocational Education, Mathematics, Science, Social Science, Special 
Education, Visual and Performing Arts, World Languages, Health and Life Skills.   
 

b. English Language Arts (Core, College Preparatory) 
 
The English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum is a broad survey of Literature and Rhetoric, including fiction 
and non-fiction texts, films, documentaries, radio interviews, and art in various forms, which focuses on 
critical thinking and results in evidence-based answers to questions, especially in discussion and the 
development of essays.  Teachers use interactive discussions (whole class, small groups, Socratic 
seminars), and vocabulary development to tackle difficult texts, and background research as 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƻǊ άƛƴǘƻέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  In addition, teachers collaborate to create challenging 
curriculum with similar expectations across the Department, and the curriculum is differentiated 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ The ELA curriculum is offered across various levels of classes (Honors, 
College Prep (CP), AVID etc.) to address all types of student needs.  A focus on group work helps 
students relate to each other and develop interpersonal skills. This allows students with greater subject 
matter proficiency an opportunity to help those students who are working to become proficient, while 
students who are working to become proficient enhance the discussion with their prior knowledge and 
experience. ELA teachers take the time to get to know students on an individual basis to help students 
with specific learning needs.  This is done in various ways. For example, teachers hold individual 
conferences as the rest of the class is engaged in independent work. Teachers also get to know their 
students ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ŝǎǎŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ōƻǘƘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 
and reading comprehension skills. These practices are aligned with the CCSS reading and writing 
standards.  The curriculum reflects the student body of the Charter School and offers a wide range of 
multicultural literature in an effort to connect to all students on all levels as well as foster a sense of 
understanding and respect for all cultures. This philosophy of analyzing cultural points of view reflects 
CCSS.  Some of the multicultural texts are: The Circuit, Knight, Nectar in a Sieve, Red Azalea, The Kite 
Runner, and Things Fall Apart.  
 
ELA teachers utilize various forms of assessment, both formative and summative.  Some of the 
assessments include but are not limited to: writingτessays, short answers, research papers; tests, 
quizzes; small group and whole class discussions including Socratic seminars; research projects, 
culminating projects at the end of units; presentations; standardized assessments.  ELA teachers often 
create material to enhance both teaching and learning. One example is an individualized vocabulary 
notebook in which the student records a word that he/she does not know, then provides the definition 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΣ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ 
ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ŜƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ 
research shows one retains vocabulary in context and not in isolation. In addition, this exercise improves 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƳǳƭŀǘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛŀƭŜŎǘƛŎŀƭ 
Journal in which students select lines from their reading material and explain and interpret those lines. 
This is an effective formative assessment for both reading comprehension and critical thinking. ELA 
teachers create various pre- and post- reading activities and units on Media Literacy. For example, 11th 
grade ELA teachers do a "trial" for the three main characters of The Scarlet Letter in which groups of 
students represent the characters and try to prove who is most innocent; an additional group makes up 
the jury. The groups must be faithful to the novel in their defense of the characters and the jury must 
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provide its argument justifying the verdict. This activity lends itself to both formative assessment and 
review for summative assessment. These learner-centered activities promote CCSS in the areas of 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 
 
ELA teachers utilize technology regularly to enhance their teaching when they use YouTube, PowerPoint 
etc. as teaching tools. ELA teachers implement cutting-edge technology such as Turnitin.com, PearDeck, 
Nearpod, Jamboard, Edpuzzle, Quizizz, and Microsoft Teams. These technologies allow teachers to give 
students a greater level feedback. Students have access to all of these programs using their school-
issued computers. Additionally, the library provides computer and Internet service to all students an 
hour before the school day starts and two hours after school ends. 
 
Starting in the 9th grade, students are prepared to advance to the highest level of ELA course offered at 
ECRCHS, with an emphasis on analytical writing, comprehension, analysis, and interpretation using 
textual evidence in all classes (sheltered through Advanced Placement). All ELA students write at least 
six to eight full-length (usually four to six paragraphs) essays per year in MLA format. These essays are 
aligned to CCSS. They are expected to contain a thesis statement that is supported by relevant, sufficient 
textual evidence or facts or definitionsτwhichever applies.  In keeping with CCSS, students also deliver 
and listen to speeches, write extensions on literature they read, write creative pieces, and synthesize 
evidence from a multitude of sources including newspapers, documentaries, and primary and secondary 
sources.    
 

c. English Language Development (ELD) 
 
The EL population at ECRCHS includes students with many different home languages, including: Spanish, 
Armenian, Farsi, Tagalog, Albania, Arabic, Hebrew, Vietnamese, Korean, Hungarian, Mandarin (and 
other Chinese languages), Urdu, Pashto, Khmer (Cambodian), Russian and French. The ELD program 
implements both the California ELD Standards and the English Language Arts/English Language 
Development Framework for California Public Schools (ELA/ELD Framework).  9/w/I{Ω ELD goals for EL 
students are directly aligned with the goals detailed in the ELD Standards and Framework to ensure that 
EL students are fully supported as they: 
ǒ Read, analyze, interpret, and create a variety of literary and informational text types;  
ǒ Develop an understanding of how language is a complex, dynamic, and social resource for 

making meaning;   
ǒ Develop an understanding of how content is organized in different text types across disciplines 

using text organization and structure, language features, and vocabulary depending on purpose 
and audience;  

ǒ Become aware that different languages and varieties of English exist;  
ǒ Recognize their home languages and cultures as resources to value in their own right and to 

draw upon in order to build proficiency in English; 
ǒ Contribute actively to class and group discussions by asking questions, responding appropriately, 

and providing useful feedback;  
ǒ Demonstrate knowledge of content through oral presentations, writing, collaborative 

conversations, and multimedia; and   
ǒ Develop proficiency in shifting registers based on task, purpose, audience, and text type. 

 
(ELA/ELD Framework p. 9-10.) 
 



 
 

 
EL CAMINO REAL CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL RENEWAL PETITION      93 
 

EL students, like their English-fluent counterparts, are expected to gain progress in each of the following: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. The ELD Coordinator monitors EL progress through formal and 
informal assessments including grades, standardized test scores, and ongoing communications with 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎκƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎΦ 9/w/I{ Ŧƻƭƭows the LAUSD Master Plan for 
English Learners and Standard English Learners (2018). 
 
Language Arts Support (LAS) (Non-Core/Non-College Prep) 
 
LAS is a multi-leveled class of students with varying English proficiencies. It is designed to allow students 
to grow in their English skills at a pace that best fits their learning style and needs. Led by the ELD 
Coordinator, the course uses the textbook Text Connection as its foundation, with the structure and 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 
 
ECRCHS employs one instructor to teach LAS courses. As of the 2020-2021 school year, the Charter 
School has approximately 50-55 students classified as EL, with two dozen in a specific English as a 
Second Language course. Students are assessed in the first week of school to determine proficiency and 
level and are placed in Levels 1-4, according to the assessment results. LAS courses are taught within a 
single class with a two period block. At any given time, all four (4) levels may be in the classroom, 
depending on student progression. 
 
LAS is taught in a group rotation with students working in 3-4 groups during the rotation (on a daily 
basis).  One group receives direct instruction from the teacher. While the direct instruction takes place, 
the next group uses computer language instruction (Rosetta Stone) for verbal, writing, reading, and 
listening skills. Another group works on independent literacy with activities related to the reading, while 
the remaining group uses a reading/writing/grammar workbook in support of the direct instruction 
workbook. Additionally, ECRCHS employs the High Point program, which has been found effective in 
helping EL students to make progress toward reclassification (Vuckovic, Hayes & Salazar, 2006).  
 

d. Mathematics (Core, College Preparatory) 
  
One of the main guiding principles of the Mathematics Department is to ensure consistency within each 
course, regardless of the teacher assigned.  The Math Department continually improves upon this 
principle by holding course-specific monthly meetings to address concerns and pacing challenges. The 
Math Department faculty also incorporates department-wide, course-specific midterms and finals, 
which are developed each year by these course-specific teams of math teachers. Courses on the same 
subject are, accordingly, uniform in learning objectives and expectations. 
  
One of the new innovative curricular components of the Math Department is its addition of both a 
STEAM program and Engineering classes.  The STEAM program allows math teachers to collaborate with 
teachers from other departments in an effort to promote a 21st century education.  Another goal of the 
STEAM program is to equip students with the tools necessary to succeed in a global environment.  
Engineering classes are taught in conjunction with math classes as part of the STEAM curriculum. 
ECRCHS also provides intervention and enrichment programs such as I EXCEL and Essential Math elective 
classes to provide students with additional support and ƛƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 9/w/I{Ω ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ close the 
achievement gap. 
 
Another innovative initiative in the Math Department has been to allow the most proficient 9th grade 
Algebra 1 students the opportunity to take Geometry over the summer, and enroll in Algebra 2 during 
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their sophomore year.  This option gives qualifying students an opportunity to progress into Math 
Analysis in their junior year and then take AP Calculus AB in their senior year.  The Math Department 
sought to increase the number of students taking AP math classes and this initiative continues to give 
students an opportunity to do so that they would not otherwise have had.  Over the course of the prior 
charter term, the Math Department added multiple math courses to the curriculum to address the 
needs of many of the seniors who had either already taken AP Calculus in their junior year or who 
wanted to take an additional math class during their senior year.  The Math Department faculty also 
encourages students who are not ready for AP Calculus in their senior year to take College Prep 
Statistics or AP Statistics as an alternative. These classes are made available to students who do not wish 
to pursue more advanced studies in math but still wish to take a math class to fulfill a general education 
requirement of many college programs.  During the 2019-2020 school year, over 100 students at 
ECRCHS took AP Statistics. ECRCHS also offers Multivariable Calculus and Differential Equations to our 
students who have completed AP Calculus BC to better prepare them for advanced college level math 
courses.    
 
All math classes employ small-group learning, and teacher-directed instruction.  Also, writing-based 
activities and projects are assigned in math classes at least once per semester.  Distance learning with 
Microsoft Teams, Canvas, e-books, live conferences, Peardeck, Nearpod, Albert and other virtual 
classroom applications are all utilized by teachers in the Math Department to maintain and raise the 
academic rigor in the math classes they teach. These classes use document cameras, scientific or 
graphing calcuƭŀǘƻǊǎΣ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ DŜƻƳŜǘŜǊΩǎ {ƪŜǘŎƘǇŀŘΣ DŜƻƎŜōǊŀΣ ²ƻƭŦǊŀƳ!ƭǇƘŀΣ ŀƴŘ 
other e-learning tools.  Most math teachers at ECRCHS maintain their own websites, blogs, or social 
media pages to inform students and parents of upcoming assignments and tests.  And many ECRCHS 
math teachers use online tests from Examview software to create assessments on the days leading up to 
a test, and analyze the scores to adjust their teaching accordingly. All material taught in math classes 
directly addresses one or more of the CCSS. The Math Department will add projects that directly align to 
these standards and allow students to actively apply the material they have learned to real-life or 
realistic settings, e.g., to further reinforce these concepts.  The Math Department uses textbooks that 
are aligned with the CCSS and supplement them with Common Core workbooks and other reference 
guides. (See below for specific texts used.) 
 
The Math Department collaborates and utilizes internal assessments and standardized test results 
(CAASPP, AP exams, etc.) to inform instruction. To address the needs of all students, math teachers use 
many unique programs and processes available. Translation devices (electronic or paper) are 
encouraged for EL students, in addition to verbal and written notes, outlines, diagrams, and other 
handouts (paper or electronic) with reading-level appropriate vocabulary that allows all students to 
better comprehend mathematics coursework.   
 
The Math Department offers many rigorous classes for Gifted and Talented students.  In addition to the 
well-developed honors and AP program with over 50% of students, ECRCHS competes with other 
schools in math contests through California Mathematics League (CAML) and American Scholastic 
Mathematics Association (ASMA).  ECRCHS also continues to be a charter member of Mu Alpha Theta,, a 
national high school and two-year mathematics honor society that allows students who excel in math 
the opportunity to delve deeper into high school math standards and apply their knowledge to non-
traditional problem solving.  The members of this society compete against each other and against other 
schools from around the country and internationally.  Further, all students in Honors and AP math 
classes compete in the national American Mathematics Competitions (AMC).  The AMC-10 is given to all 
Honors Algebra 2 students (there were about 100 students tested in 2019-2020) and the AMC-12 is 
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given to all Honors Math Analysis, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, and AP Statistics classes (there were 
over 300 students tested last year).   
 
For students achieving below-grade level in math, the Math Department offers many resources: 
lunchtime peer tutoring (through PETS), teacher directed small group tutoring at lunch, extra credit 
opportunities, take-home quizzes, summer school credit recovery programs as well as 7th period math 
electives. Students are also encouraged to utilize free educational learning software and online 
programs such as Khan Academy and YouTube to supplement their needs.   

To ensure that socio-economically disadvantaged students have the opportunity to achieve in math 
courses, ECRCHS offers fee waivers for AP exams, and allow students to borrow graphing calculators (TI-
83 and TI-84 modelsύ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊǊƻƴΩǎ AP course guides.  

To support students with disabilities, Section 504 Plans or Individualized Education Plans or Programs 
(IEPs) are developed to support each ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ In 
addition, ECRCHS offers many courses in which a co-teaching team (for example a math teacher and a 
special education teacher) will collaboratively teach the class to better address the learning needs of all 
students, but with a particular focus on supporting students with disabilities. Classes that are taught 
collaboratively include Algebra 1, Advanced Applied Mathematics, Geometry, and Algebra 2.  These 
classes are determined by the Administrative Director of Student Counseling Services in coordination 
with the Administrative Director in charge of special education to provide a collaborative environment 
for as many students with disabilities as possible, based on the plan as ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ L9tǎΦ 
Typically, up to one-third of students in each collaborative class are comprised of students with an 
identified disability.  For the fall of 2020, the Math Department is offering the following classes 
designated as collaborative: 

ǒ Math Class ǒ Count 
ǒ Algebra 1 ǒ 7 
ǒ Advanced and Applied Math ǒ 2 
ǒ Geometry  ǒ 6 
ǒ Algebra 2 ǒ 4 

 
Math teachers obtain access to instructional materials through the Math Department chairpersons.    
 

e. History ς Social Science (Core, College Preparatory) 
 
The Social Studies Department believes that studies of history, economics, and government are 
connected not only in the experience of a current worldview, but also in how these disciplines have 
made an impact on human progression over time.  Students are exposed to a variety of philosophies and 
cultures that develop the student to be globally aware.  The Social Studies DŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
prepare students to critically analyze topics that might be different in a historical perspective and a 
social perspective.  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƭǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ άŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘέ ŀƴŘ άŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƛƳŜέ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘe student to think about concepts that appear in our social consciousness on a daily 
basis. These analyses also help students to develop into independent thinkers.  
 
The Social Studies Department creates a variety of project-ōŀǎŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ .ƭƻƻƳΩǎ 
Taxonomy to assure that many different modes of delivery of information are used to help students 
excel in the classroom.  This is especially important when catering to the needs of students from diverse 
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backgrounds, EL students, and students with special needs. The use of experiential learning provides an 
avenue of vocabulary building, and connecting prior knowledge to new vocabulary allows these students 
to adjust successfully in the classroom. The use of technology such as Google Translate helps EL students 
comprehend content from textbooks so they do not fall behind in their classes. The monitored use of 
electronic dictionaries is also encouraged. 
   
Students also have access to many avenues of resources or accommodations to tap into their unique 
individual needs. The Social Studies Department utilizes a school-wide intervention strategy by working 
together with the Counseling and Student Support Services Departments to understand the particular 
needs of each student and then make sure those needs are met. Collaboration and co-teaching are also 
utilized in Social Studies.  To support the inclusion of students with disabilities in general education 
courses, one collaborative class (co-taught by a Social Studies and a special education teacher) is offered 
for World History, one for U.S. History, and one for Government/Economics.  Having a constructive 
dialogue with parents/guardians also serves as an important method of intervention, as this ensures 
that parents/guardians are aware of student progress.  
 
Students are encouraged to take advantage of support programs, including PETS, a peer tutoring service 
available every day during lunch. Participation in nutrition or lunch study club is also encouraged and 
proves helpful when students are struggling with class material. The Social Studies Department 
developed a summer bridge program for students who may need support developing extra study skills 
to succeed in their courses, or to advance up to Honors or AP courses.    
 
The Social Studies Department strives to have consistency in content and standards among similar 
classes, as a student may have to transfer from one class to another due to schedule changes.  This 
consistency facilitates seamless adjustments as well as better knowledge comprehension. 
 
The Social Studies Department faculty strives to be on the cutting edge in social studies education, by 
seeking out innovative programs and or techniques to make sure the classroom environment is not only 
current, but also progressing further into the 21st Century.  Quite often technology is used in 
ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ άŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇǎΦέ ! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŎƻƘƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
AVID and Humanitas programs. In ordeǊ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ the Social 
Studies Department offers a variety of electives including Psychology, AP Psychology, Anthropology, and 
AP Human Geography.  The focus of the class is on critical thinking skills, writing skills, and reading 
analysis. 
 
The Social Studies Department is always looking to enhance the student experience through new and 
exciting programs, simulations, and techniques that peak student interest in the subject matter. For 
example, each year the Social Studies Department organizes the International Economic Summit and the 
Stock Market Challenge, both of which are very popular.  The International Economic Summit is a 
simulation in which students take on the roles of economic advisors for various countries, and then try 
ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
negotiations of trade issues.  In the Stock Market Challenge, students analyze stocks and put together 
their own stock portfolio, adjusting for real-time changes in the market. This requires that students stay 
informed, and supports the development of money management and investment skills.  
 
The Social Studies Department has also expanded its course offering by adding an Ethnic Studies course 

that will focus on themes of social justice, social responsibility, and social change. This course 



 
 

 
EL CAMINO REAL CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL RENEWAL PETITION      97 
 

spans from past to present, from politics to social reform, allowing students to identify similar 
social patterns and universal qualities present in other societies, as well as their own 
       
The teachers of the Social Studies Department support all students as they guide them and prepare 
them not only to succeed academically but also to become socially responsible global citizens.  
 

f. Science (Core, College Preparatory) 
 
¢ƘŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ 
experimentation, with the goal of equipping students with the skills and knowledge necessary to analyze 
the details and understand the underlying cause of natural events observed in the world. To aid in this 
goal the Science Department continues to collaborate and construct its own textbooks that are aligned 
with the State StandardsΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ pedagogy continues to to incorporate project-
oriented learning, e.g., where several concepts are connected by a theme so students can draw stronger 
connections and have the opportunity to present their discoveries to their peers. Science Department 
teachers also prepare lab experiments that explore scientific principles in a hands-on manner. In an 
effort to integrate technology into the classroom, the Science Department utilizes electronic test 
scoring; students take quizzes through Canvas, which gives teachers the ability to evaluate student 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
The Science Department supports the CCSS English standards by having students read, analyze, and 
discuss current non-fiction scientific literature.  This provides real world applications of science content 
taught in class, thus increasing the relevancy of course content for students.  Integration of math skills 
into the science content also supports the math component of CCSS.  For example, science courses 
incorporate the analysis of graphs and data sets, as well as calculations where applicable. This gives 
students authentic experience applying math skills as they would be used in science research. 
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ 9/w/I{Ω annual Earth Day Festival encourages students to submit artwork and poetry 
inspired by their surrounding environment and conservation efforts. Projects such as these increase 
engagement and relevance for our students.  
 
The Science Department faculty collaborates to implement a variety of instructional strategies that 
support the needs of different types of learners enrolled in science courses.  Examples of some of the 
successful strategies include: supporting arguments with evidence, Specially Designed Academic 
Instruction in English (SDAIE) techniques that support EL students, Socratic seminars, and inquiry 
laboratory investigations.  Collectively these strategies allow all students to access and investigate the 
science content.  Struggling students are supported with SDAIE techniques that provide the content 
visually, orally, and kinesthetically.  Inquiry investigations allow our high achieving students to extend 
their learning.   All students also have access to school-wide tutoring programs and individual assistance 
from their science instructor.  A collaborative class (co-taught by a science teacher and a special 
education teacher) is also offered at the 11th grade level to support students with disabilities access the 
general education curriculum in science. 
 

g. Visual and Performing Arts (Core, College Preparatory) 
 
The goal of visual and performing arts instruction is for students to recognize the relationship between 
the arts and society and the connection to global world culture. Students in Visual and Performing Arts 
(VAPA) classes have the opportunity to express their own creativity effectively and skillfully. They take 
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ownership of their creative process and product as they develop, direct, and redirect ideas. Critical 
thinking skills are developed to allow for informed judgments about the arts and aesthetics. Students 
explore the concept that VAPA is an expression of culture and society and its changes are a reflection of 
the differences across cultures and societies.  
 
A variety of creative and forward-thinking courses meet the needs of our diverse student body. VAPA 
students design, build, and participate in exhibits, performances, and productions that connect 
classroom learning to real life events. Often, students take introductory courses first and then move on 
to VAPA courses that specialize in their creative path of study. In addition, VAPA is a core curriculum 
course for all 9th grade students in the Humanitas program.  
 
The VAPA program provides many opportunities for students to participate in public performances. 
Band, Dance, Drama, and Choir groups all perform in the surrounding community.  Students also 
collaborate with nearby middle school and elementary students.  Through these experiences, students 
develop skills in leadership, time management, and organization, and connect art to the issues in the 
world around them. 
 
The VAPA Department continued to develop its programs over the preceding charter term. The VAPA 
Department continues to ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ά.ƛƎ 9ǾŜƴǘΣέ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛŦŀŎŜǘŜŘ 
student planned and directed event, includes and unites performances and exhibits from all the arts. 
Dance, Drama, Choir, Band, Graphic Art and Fine Art students have a chance to shine as 
they ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀǊǘǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 9/w/I{ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ά9ŀǊǘƘ 5ŀȅ 
CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ 
exhibit of student work created in class or indeǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅΣ ¢ƘŜ άtƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘέ 9ǾŜƴǘΣ ŀƴ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
writing exhibit, offers statements about issues students feel strongly about. The VAPA Department is 
ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ άDŜǘ [ƛǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άtƻŜǘǊȅ ƛƴ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎŜǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ 
prompt for students to write original poetry, and includes public performances and competitions. 
 
To address the social and environmental issues they are most passionate about, students have 
contributed their creative talents to develop theatrical scenes, musical performances, visual art, and 
service learning projects that inform, challenge, and inspire an audience to action. 
 
The VAPA Department actively uses technology in its courses and programs. The program Visualizer 
(with display screen) allows demonstrations, virtual art lessons, and online tours of museums and 
colleges. These demonstrations make content more accessible to students through visual learning. 
Students and teachers utilize Internet research and study past and current artistic events and future 
possibilities in VAPA productions while planning performances, activities, and events. 
 
Looking forward, the VAPA DŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ continuing to facilitate student internships, 
engaging in community outreach programs, and providing students with direct links to agencies and 
studios.  The VAPA Department faculty aspire to foster relationships with institutions of higher 
education that offer VAPA programs in order to help students with that transition after graduation and 
to make sure they are prepared to undertake university-level study in their specific area of interest. The 
VAPA Department plans to increase class selection and offer AP courses, use modern computer labs for 
performance video creation and editing/animation/media art/VAPA study and research and continue to 
expand and improve ECRCHS events and exhibits. 
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h. Physical Education (Non-Core, Non-College Preparatory) 
 
Physical Education (PE) is an integral part of the curriculum for all students at ECRCHS. Through PE 
courses, students acquire lifetime physical fitness concepts to help them develop motor skills and 
maintain a positive self-image.  The PE curriculum provides sequential development to help students 
acquire knowledge of their body, appropriate advance movement skills, a positive attitude and the 
confidence needed to adopt and maintain a physically active and healthy lifestyle for life. PE instruction 
is provided to be equally accessible to all students regardless of gender or gender identity, ability, 
disability, race/ethnicity, religion, English language proficiency, appearance, and all other protected 
classes and characteristics. Adapted physical education students are programmed into a lower 
enrollment PE class and ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ needs are met according to their IEP. Technology is 
used in PE classes, including heart rate monitors, push up testers, digital videos of skills or student 
performances, websites, and use of music whenever appropriate.  Students demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of PE-related concepts through the performance of exercises and skills, written 
examinations, and observations by the instructor.  The standards addressed in the 9th and 10th grade 
classes are aligned to those addressed on the California Physical Fitness Test (FITNESSGRAM).  Other 
options for PE include team sports, dance, weight training, and aerobics. The PE Department 
participates in the school-wide SSR program in an effort to support literacy as a cornerstone of the 
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ 
 

i. World Languages (Core, College Preparatory) 
 
The goal of the World Languages Department is to provide all students at ECRCHS with an opportunity 
to experience other languages and cultures in addition to their own. In the World Languages classes, 
students will develop listening, writing, reading, and speaking skills in another language, while also 
developing intercultural competence. The World Languages Department currently offers three years of 
two languages, Spanish and French, and two years of Spanish for Heritage Learners. Spanish for Heritage 
Learners, formally known as Native Speakers, is a class for students who already speak and understand 
the language. ECRCHS also offers AP Spanish Language and Culture and AP French Language and Culture, 
as well as AP Spanish Literature and Culture, for those students who excel in World Languages classes 
and wish to continue their study of these languages and earn college credit.  
 
To better meet the foreign language proficiency guidelines set forth by national standards and the State 
Standards, 9/w/I{Ω curriculum for lower level Spanish classes was changed to focus more on language 
acquisition.  Comprehension based methods of language instruction and high frequency structures are 
reinforced through stories, culture and current events. Spanish classes at ECRCHS teach language and 
culture simultaneously. Students are assessed to meet American Council on the Teacher of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL) standards for interpretive, interpersonal, presentational, and cultural proficiency.   
 
It is the goal of the World Languages Department to ensure that ECRCHS graduates will satisfy the 
admission requirements of the CSU and UC systems. Students are thus placed in three or four years of 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ, consistent with CSU and UC 
requirements. The World Languages Department includes differentiated activities in its lesson plans in 
an effort to meet the unique learning needs of both high achieving students and students that may be 
struggling.  Students who excel in World Languages classes are strongly encouraged to take AP courses 
for college credit.  Additionally, ECRCHS started offering the Seal of Biliteracy in 2018-2019. The Seal of 
Biliteracy is an award given by a school, district, or state in recognition of students who have studied and 
attained proficiency in two or more languages by the time of high school graduation. This gives students 
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an opportunity to earn national recognition for their studies in a world language. To receive the Seal of 
Biliteracy, students need to meet or exceed the standards in CAASPP ELA, maintain a C average in all 4 
years of English, and receive a score of 3 or higher on AP Spanish or French Language and Culture Exam.   
 
In order to ensure that students meet A-G requirements, any student who receives a D grade in a level 1 
or 2 world language class is encouraged to make up the course in summer school before they continue 
to the next level of study. The World Languages DŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ strengths and 
challenges and modifies lessons as needed to better prepare students of all levels to succeed. 
 
Technology is an integral part of instruction in the World Languages Department.  Teachers use 
technology as a planning and collaborative tool.  The technological aids used in classes create 
opportunities to deliver differentiated and compelling multimedia content for World Languages 
students. A variety of technology is used in the World Languages Department, e.g., Canvas, Google 
Slides, PearDeck, Nearpod, Edpuzzle, etc., to help differentiate instruction and support the different 
modalities of learning for students. 
 
The World Languages Department is in continuous communication with counselors, parents/guardians, 
special education case carriers, and other teachers in order to determine the best ways to assist 
students with disabilities, including those with Section 504 Plans and those with IEPs.   
 
All course syllabi pertinent information so that parents are aware of course expectations and 
recommended strategies for student success, as well as services offered by ECRCHS to support student 
success in foreign language classes. Some World Languages teachers offer tutoring at lunch or after 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ Additionally, La Familia focuses on promoting 
the Latinx culture at school and in our community along with community service opportunities and the 
Spanish Honor Society, like French Honor Society, offers tutoring and promotes the interest in Spanish 
Language and Culture. The syllabi are sent home for parents/guardians and students to sign, and are 
permanently posted on Canvas for parents/guardians and students to reference when needed.   
 
The World Languages Department is sensitive to the needs of socio-economically disadvantaged 
students. Teachers may request resources from the Friends of ECR (parent group) to help provide 
materials to students or suggest alternative assignments that would be more accessible to the 
student.  The school library also has additional free resources to support student learning in foreign 
language courses, and is open during school for students to use.  

The World Languages Department continues to participate in the French government student exchange 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ άtŀǎǎŜǇŀǊǘƻǳǘ.έ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9/w/I{ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
months to attend high school and live with a French family, and in return their French counterparts 
come to the United States to stay with the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ 9/w/I{Φ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ 
have participated in this program since 2014 report significant improvements in their French language 
skills and a positive study abroad experience.  

The World Languages teachers are well-qualified and make a continuous effort to enhance their skills 
through collaboration and professional development. ECRCHSΩ ²ƻǊƭŘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ currently 
has four National Board Certified teachers. 
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j. Career Technical Education (Non-Core, Non-College Preparatory) 

E/w/I{Ω /ŀǊŜŜǊκ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ό/¢9ύ Department integrates academic and career­technical skills, 
concepts, and principles in the context of work, family, and personal responsibilities. The CTE 
DŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊŜƭŀǘƛƻnship of science, technology, 
career­technical, and life management skills to prepare students for advanced education, careers, and 
managing work and family roles. CTE courses equip students with skills for living and earning a living as 
these courses expose students to the following career pathways: Hospitality, Tourism, and Recreation); 
Child Development and Education; Fashion Design, Manufacturing, and Interior Design; Careers in 
Construction; and Graphic Design. 
 
Hospitality, Tourism, and Recreation  
Students in this career pathway complete a Consumer and Family Studies (CFS) introductory 
comprehensive course (Foods and Nutrition) and one or more concentration courses such as 
International Foods or Catering. Students pursuing a career in hospitality, tourism, and recreation study 
all aspects of these industries.  Many students have participated in state and local competitions in 
culinary arts, sponsored by FHA-HERO (the state-wide student organization for Family and Consumer 
Sciences).  This career pathway is based on the Home Economics Careers and Technology (HECT) Model 
Curriculum Standards found in the California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards 
document under the Hospitality, Tourism, and Recreation Industry Sector. These courses provide 
rigorous, standards-driven instruction and assessment.  
 
Child Development and Education  
These courses are designed to prepare students to pursue a career in either the field of child 
development or teaching in preschool through grade 12.  Based on the HECT Model Curriculum 
Standards found in the California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards, this pathway 
provides rigorous, standards-driven instruction and assessment, integrates academic and career-
technical concepts through the Foundation and Pathway Standards, and contributes significantly to 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ    
 
An important instructional strategy in this pathway is the use of simulation exercises to help the 
students understand the complexities of adult life.  For example, each student is asked to complete a 
two-day parenting exercise using infant simulators.  The simulators offer real-life experiences that 
address substance abuse education, prenatal education, childcare skills, infant safety and CPR, and 
Shaken Baby Syndrome.  Parent/guardian permission is required for this assignment.  Modifications in 
the assignment are made in cases where students with physical or emotional disabilities require 
assistance to participate. 
 
Fashion Design and Interior Design  
This pathway provides students with the academic and technical preparation necessary to pursue high-
skill, high-demand careers in these related and growing industries. This pathway encompasses two 
distinct options: Fashion Design and Interior Design.    
 
The Fashion Design courses are designed to train students who are pursuing a career in fashion design 
and manufacturing.  Students study all aspects of the industry, including industry awareness; 
professional standards/dignity of work; workforce and organizational management; operational 
procedures and safety practices; laws and regulations; design elements and principles; history of 
fashion; fashion forecasting; textiles and textile products; garment construction in manufacturing; 
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product knowledge and apparel merchandising; sales and service; pattern making for apparel design; 
developing and merchandising a line; textile design; and garment alteration and repair.  The highlight of 
the Fashion Design program is the annual fashion show.  Each advanced-level student is asked to design 
and construct his or her own fashion line.  A typical show consists of 80-100 garments.  Preparation for 
the fashion show includes a visit to the Los Angeles Garment District, where students learn about the 
fabrics and notions used by local manufacturers.  
 
CŀǎƘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 9/w/I{Ω άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ DǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜέ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ¦Φ{Φ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ άŦŀōǊƛŎ ǇƻǎǘŎŀǊŘ,έ ƻƴ 
which students create a patriotic collage to show their thanks.  The feedback from the Project Gratitude 
staff has been very positive. 
 
This course of study is based on the HECT Model Curriculum Standards found in the California Career 
Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards document under the Fashion and Interior Design 
Industry Sector. This pathway provides standards-driven instruction and assessment, integrates 
academic and career-technical concepts through Foundation and Pathway Standards, and contributes 
signiŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ  
 
Construction Career Academy  
This career pathway is based on the CTE Model Curriculum Standards found in the California Career 
Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards for Building and Construction Trades.  The 
Construction Career Academy is engaged in a partnership that offers several apprenticeship 
opportunities for seniors interested in working in the area of construction, cabinetmaking, and custom 
carpentry.  In addition, the Academy makes several industry location visits through field trips.   
 
The Construction Career Academy works in partnership with the ROP CAD/CAM class to facilitate better 
understanding of design and planning.  Seniors are required to participate in a major project that has an 
opportunity for recognition through the Bob Ganssle Industrial Arts Scholarship Award.   
 
The Academy continues to make equipment and program upgrades to provide state of the art 
instruction that is consistent with the industry.  Curricular and instructional materials used in class 
include: 
ǒ Power woodworking machines and tools; 
ǒ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ; 
ǒ State of the art equipment, including a CNC router machine that utilizes computer aided-design; 
ǒ Industry specific textbooks, DVDs, videos, and taped media instruction. 

 
Instructional methods and strategies used in class include: 
ǒ Extensive demonstrations; 
ǒ Hands-on individualized instruction by the instructor and more advanced students; 
ǒ Instruction by guest industry professionals and experts;  
ǒ Utilization and monitoring of industry standards, modifications, and updates.   

Graphic Design 
This competency based course provides technical instruction and practical experience in workplace 
safety, the basic principles and technique of graphic design, print and web typography, color theory and 
management, elements of illustration, logo design, branding, conceptualization of images through 
sketching, digital imaging software and their application, basic word processing resource management 
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and other skills that increase employability.  
  
Through collaboration with other departments and participation in state and regional competitions, 
Graphic Design students are given the opportunity to hone their design skills and explore their creativity. 
For example, each year Graphic Design students design and print the program for the Drama 
DŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ stage production. Graphic Design students also create posters to promote events on 
campus.  
 
Intervention Strategies and Meeting the Needs of All Students in CTE  
The CTE DŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ-promise students in the CTE 
DepartmŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ CI!-HERO, FIDM Fashion Club, and various culinary arts 
competitions.  Students involved in these groups, sponsored by the Department faculty, are given the 
opportunity to improve their academic skills, meet students who have similar career goals, and receive 
encouragement and support to enter scholarship competitions.  Also, through participation in 
FHA­HERO Competitive Recognition Events and community service activities, members develop 
citizenship and leadership skills.   
 
The CTE Department meets the diverse needs of the student population. For EL students, differentiated 
instruction is provided based upon language abilities. Scaffolding techniques are used to teach students 
the industry-specific terms in each discipline.  Emphasis is given to instructing students to use the names 
and descriptions for the specific items of equipment. In many cases EL students are paired with peer 
mentors who can help EL students understand project instructions.  
 
Socio-economically disadvantaged students may have costs for materials for use in non-course related 
projects waived by the Charter School. CTE courses often require specific supplies to complete lab 
assignments, and it is the DŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ the supplies and equipment 
needed to complete their coursework.  Socio-economically disadvantaged students are also encouraged 
to apply for scholarships.  
 
Students with disabilities are given all accommodations indicated in their IEP or Section 504 Plan. As 
appropriate, students with disabilities may be paired with peer mentors.  In some cases, lab equipment 
is modified to accommodate the specific needs of students with physical and/or intellectual disabilities.   
 
Instruction in CTE courses is designed to be sensitive to the customs and beliefs of all racial and ethnic 
subgroups and religions observed by students.  As necessary, modifications are made to assignments to 
accommodate these groups.  For example, in food labs, students are given the option to substitute an 
ingredient that is restricted due to religious beliefs or customs. 
 
All students in CTE courses are encouraged to work to the best of their abilities.  High achieving students 
are encouraged to be creative and plan independent projects to expand their skill sets. Similarly, 
students who show a great proficiency for a particular subject are encouraged to take their assignments 
to a higher level and add complexity to a project.   

 
As most assignments in CTE courses are physical in nature, students are seated in groups at tables, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ.  For example, in the 
event that a student has been absent or struggles to achieve a goal or master technique, that student is 
often paired with a more experienced student within the group so that the two students may work 
together. Under the supervision of the classroom teacher, students are encouraged to help each other 






















































































































































































































































































































