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Affirmations and Assurances 

Lashon Academy όƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ά[ŀǎƘƻƴέ ƻǊ ά/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭέύ ǎƘŀƭƭΥ  

¶ Be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations. 
ό/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻŘŜ όƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ά9ŘΦ /ƻŘŜέύ Ϡ птслрόŘύόмύΦύ 

¶ Not charge tuition. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(1).) 

¶ Not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of disability, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic that 
is contained in the definition of hate crimes set forth in section 422.55 of the Penal Code. (Ed. Code 
§ 47605(d)(1).) 

¶ Except as provided in Education Code section 47605(d)(2), admission to a charter school shall not be 
determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or legal guardian, 
within this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter 
school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who 
reside within the former attendance area of that school. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(1).) 

¶ Admit all pupils who wish to attend Charter School. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(2)(A).) 

¶ Except for existing pupils of Charter School, determine attendance by a public random drawing if the 
number of pupils ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
shall be extended to pupils currently attending Charter School and pupils who reside in the Los 
!ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ¦ƴƛŦƛŜŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ όŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊŜƛƴ ŀǎ ά[!¦{5έ ŀƴŘ ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέύΦ ό9ŘΦ /ƻŘŜ Ϡ 
47605(d)(2)(B).) 

¶ If a pupil is expelled or leaves Charter School without graduating or completing the school year for 
ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ 
known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of 
the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and health 
information. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(3).) 

¶ Meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Education 
Code sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil 
assessments applicable to pupils in non-charter public schools. (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(1).) 

¶ Consult, on a regǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ ό9ŘΦ /ƻŘŜ Ϡ птслрόŎύόнύΦύ  

 

Charter School hereby declares that Charter School, operated by or as its nonprofit public benefit 
corporation, is and shall be the exclusive public school employeǊ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ for the 
purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act (EERA), Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 
3540) of Division 4 of Title I of the Government Code. Charter School shall comply with all provisions of 
the EERA and shall act independently from LAUSD for collective bargaining purposes. In accordance with 
the EERA, employees may join and be represented by an organization of their choice for collective 
bargaining purposes. 

bh¢9Υ ¢Ƙƛǎ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ ό5RL), including the Assurances, 
Affirmations, and Declarations above. The DRL should be highlighted in gray within each Charter 
element or section. The final section of the Charter provides a consolidated addendum of the DRL. This 
intentional redundancy facilitates efficient charter petition review while ensuring ready access to the 
DRL for any given section of the Charter. To the extent that any inconsistency may exist between any 
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provision contained within the body of the Charter and the DRL contained in the addendum, the 
provisions of the DRL addendum shall control.  

 

The term of this charter shall be July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



8 

Element 1 ς The Educational Program 

ά¢ƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ άŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ 
century, and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of 
enabling pupils to become self-ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘΣ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΦέ (Ed. Code § 
47605(b)(5)(A)(i).) 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ 
to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, 
that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the charter school, and 
specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, 
the goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΦέ (Ed. Code § 
47605(b)(5)(A)(ii).) 

άLŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΣ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and 
the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school 
that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable 
and courses approved by the University of California or the California State University as creditable under 
ǘƘŜ ά!έ ǘƻ άDέ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ (Ed. Code 
§ 47605(b)(5)(A)(iii).) 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

General Information  

¶ The contact person for Charter School is Josh Feigelstock, Lead Petitioner. 

¶ The contact address for Charter School is 644 N. Fuller Ave., Suite 220, Los Angeles, CA 90036.  

¶ The contact phone number for Charter School is 818-514-4566. 

¶ The proposed address or target community of Charter School is 7477 Kester Ave, Van Nuys, CA 
91405, ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ¦ƴƛŦƛŜŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ όά[!¦{5έ ƻǊ ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέύ Board 
District 3 and Educational Service Center North. 

¶ The grade configuration of Charter School is TK-6. 

¶ The number of students in the first year will be 470. 

¶ The grade level(s) of the students in the first year will be TK-6. 

¶ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ in 2018-19 is currently scheduled for August 
13, 2018. 

¶ The enrollment capacity is 660. (Enrollment capacity is defined as all students who are enrolled 
in Charter School regardless of student residency). 

¶ The type of instructional calendar (e.g. traditional/year-round, single track/multi-track, 
extended day/year) will be: traditional, 180 days. 

¶ The bell schedule for Charter School will be: 8:10am-3:10pm. 
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¶ The term of the Charter shall be from: July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2023 

Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) and Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) 

Charter School acknowledges and agrees that it must comply with all applicable laws and regulations 
related to AB 97 (Local Control Funding Formula), as they may be amended from time to time, which 
include the requirement that Charter School shall annually submit a Local Control and Accountability 
Plan (LCAP)/annual update to the Los Angeles County Superintendent of Schools and the Charter 
Schools Division (CSD) on or before July 1. In accordance with Education Code sections 47604.33 and 
47606.5, Charter School shall annually update its goals and annual actions to achieve those goals 
identified in the charter pursuant to Education Code section 47605(b)(5)(A)(ii), using the Local Control 
and Accountability Plan template adopted by the State Board of Education, as it may be changed from 
time to time. Charter School shall comply with all requirements of Education Code section 47606.5, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ άǎƘŀƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΣ 
administrators, other school personnel, parents, and pupils in develoǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΦέ ό9ŘΦ /ƻŘŜ 
§ 47606.5(e).) 

Mathematics Placement 

Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements of the California Mathematics Placement 
Act of 2015.  

High School Exit Examination  

Charter School shall comply with the requirements of Education Code sections 60851.5 and 60851.6. 

COMMUNITY NEED FOR CHARTER SCHOOL 

The Lashon Academy development team and Board of Directors believe that all students can learn and 
achieve high and rigorous academic standards. Furthermore, we believe that all students are entitled to 
a comprehensive education. Our school has developed a community of lifelong learners, creative 
thinkers, and responsible individuals by providing innovative and quality educational programs in a safe 
and supportive environment. 

Lashon Academy serves as an independent elementary charter school, offering instruction in grades TK-
6. In its first year of operation, Lashon Academy served 96 students in Transitional 
Kindergarten/Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade. Lashon Academy models its educational program after 
that of the Hebrew Language Academy (HLA) located in New York and is a member of the Hebrew Public 
network of schools. As a member of the Hebrew Public network of Hebrew language charter schools, 
Lashon Academy has access to shared resources, including, but not limited to: technical assistance, 
curriculum resources, and professional development. Lashon Academy has successfully served all 
students, including English Learners, students with disabilities, socioeconomically disadvantaged 
students, gifted students and students achieving below grade level. Lashon Academy is committed to 
ongoing and embedded professional development to ensure the quality delivery of instruction to its 
students. Lashon Academy will deliver the highest caliber educational program within a fiscally 
sustainable school.  

STUDENTS TO BE SERVED/EDUCATED 

Lashon Academy is a high-performing public school option for families and their children in Van Nuys 
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and the greater Los Angeles community. The fundamental objective of Lashon Academy is to prepare its 
students academically and personally to achieve their full potential in life and we are committed to this 
objective. Lashon Academy offers a quality education program appealing to families throughout LAUSD 
to create an integrated learning community with a racially, socioeconomically and culturally diverse 
student population.  

Extensive research links poverty to low academic achievement. In a 2007 medical journal study entitled 
άThe Impact of Poverty on 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ published by the Canadian Pediatric 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻǿ-income families often start school already behind their 
peers who come from more affluent families, as shown in measures of school readiness. The incidence, 
ŘŜǇǘƘΣ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΦέ 1 The article further states, ά{ƛȄ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ-related factors 
are known to impact child development in general and school readiness in particular. They are the 
incidence of poverty, the depth of poverty, the duration of poverty, the timing of poverty (e.g., age of 
child), community characteristics (e.g., concentration of poverty and crime in neighborhood, and school 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ όǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎύΦέ2 ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άƧǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ money; it is about how an 
individual does without resources and with all of the baggage that goes along with being poor (Slocumb 
ŀƴŘ tŀȅƴŜΣ нлллύΦέ3 A 2010 study funded by the Century Foundation4 found: 

ά²ƛǘƘ ŦŜǿ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿith high concentrations of students from 
low-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƭŜǎǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΦέ 

While the Lashon Academy mission is not to solve the poverty problem in Van Nuys and its surrounding 
communities, we are an anchoring institution in the community and appeal to families as an option in 
public school choice. The geographic location for Lashon Academy has a predominance of low-
income/poverty level and non-English speaking families. In addition, Hispanic or Latino students 
comprise the largest ethnic group attending LAUSD schools (74%). According to the California 
Department of Education (CDE), Hispanic or Latino students comprise approximately 74% of the student 
population in the intended geographic location. The City of Los Angeles has a Modern Hebrew speaking 
population of an estimated 20,100 persons and many of these families live just East and West of the 
targeted community.5 According to the CDE, ELs comprise 26% of the LAUSD student population while 
comprising approximately 40.9% of the population in the intended geographic area. Also according to 
the CDE, approximately 41% of the student population in the intended geographic location consists of 
English Learners. The culturally sensitive design of Lashon Academy, where staff is trained to have 
cultural sensitivity and cross-cultural perspectives, appeals to families in these diverse communities as a 

high quality public school option.6 

                                                 
1 HB Ferguson, PhD, { .ƻǾŀƛǊŘΣ atIΣ ŀƴŘ at aǳŜƭƭŜǊΣ tƘ5Σ ά¢ƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƻƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ 
Pediatrics and Child Health, August, 2007. 
2 Ibid. 
3 tŜƭƭƛƴƻΣ YŀǊŜƴ aΦΣ ά¢ƘŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƻƴ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣέ http://www.teach-
nology.com/tutorials/teaching/poverty/print.htm 
4{ŎƘǿŀǊǘȊΣ IŜŀǘƘŜǊΦΣ άHousing Policy Is School Policy: Economically Integrative Housing., Promotes Academic Success in 
Montgomery County, Maryland,έ ! /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ нлмлΦ 
5 http://statisticalatlas.com/county/California/Los-Angeles-County/Languages 

6 CDE DataQuest (DQ 2011-12)  
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While Lashon Academy is currently located in the Van Nuys neighborhood of Los Angeles (91405), the 
school offers a unique model that draws students from a broad geographic range, as seen below in 
άaŀǇ ƻŦ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ tǊƻǇ оф ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜǎ ǘƻ 
eventually secure a permanent facility. In a difficult real estate market, Lashon Academy will make every 
effort to remain located within a geographic range that is convenient for current students and families 
to ensure steady enrollment. 

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE DURING THE CURRENT CHARTER TERM 

Over the first four years of operation, Lashon has demonstrated high academic achievement with 
student demographics that reflect the diversity of the Van Nuys community.  

Academic Performance Data and Other Absolute and Comparative Performance Indicators 

According to California law, a charter school that has been in operation for four years άǎƘŀƭƭέ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ 
least one of five minimum criteria set forth in Education Code section 47607(b) prior to receiving a 
charter renewal. Since Lashon has onlȅ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 
Performance Index (API) school performance measure was suspended after 2013, the first three criteria 
do not apply. We focus on the fourth criteria: 
 

1. [ŀǎƘƻƴΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ equal to the academic performance of the public 
schools that the charter school pupils would otherwise have been required to attend, as well 
as the academic performance of the schools in the school district in which the charter school is 
located, taking into account the composition of the pupil population that is served at the 
charter school. 

 
!ǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9Ř /ƻŘŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ōased upon all of 
the following: (i) Documented and clear and convincing data; (ii) Pupil achievement data from 
assessments, including, but not limited to, the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program established 
by Article 4 (commencing with Section 60640) of Chapter 5 of Part 33 for demographically similar pupil 
populations in thŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΤ όƛƛƛύ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ (Cal. Ed. Code 
§ 47607(b)(4)(B).) 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ мл άǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎέ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
would otherwise attend. Many Lashon families travel more than two miles to attend the school, with 
current students coming from more than 60 different elementary attendance zones. The following list of 
elementary schools ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ мл ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΦ 
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Table 1. List of Schools Lashon Academy Students Would Otherwise Attend 
 

 Name of School Address Grade Span 

1 Valerio Street Elementary 15035 Valerio St, Van Nuys, CA 91405 K-5 

2 Monlux Elementary 6051 Bellaire Ave, North Hollywood, CA 
91606 

K-5 

3 Emelita Academy Charter 17931 Hatteras St, Encino, CA 91316 
 

K-5 

4 Burbank Elementary 12215 Albers St, Valley Village, CA 91607 
 

K-5 

5 Kester Elementary 5353 Kester Ave, Sherman Oaks, CA 
91411 

K-5 

6 Shirley Elementary 19452 Hart St, Reseda, CA 91335 
 

K-5 

7 Vanalden Elementary 19019 Delano St, Reseda, CA 91335 
 

K-5 

8 Erwin Elementary 13400 Erwin St, Van Nuys, CA 91401 
 

K-8 

9 Columbus Avenue 
Elementary 

6700 Columbus Ave, Van Nuys, CA 91405 K-5 

10 Bassett Elementary 15756 Bassett St, Lake Balboa, CA 91406 
 

K-5 

 
Map of Resident Schools 
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(a) CAASPP Proficiency Rates  

Lashon Academy has demonstrated strong student achievement over the past four years. Lashon has 
consistently demonstrated academic outcomes that outperform resident comparison schools and 
district averages. [ŀǎƘƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ /!!{tt ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ 
very strong performance on these new, more complex tests. In the 2015-16 school year, Lashon served 
its first 3rd grade class - the only grade that was administered ǘƘŜ /!!{tt ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ [ŀǎƘƻƴΩǎ оrd grade 
students performed better than comparative schools, district, and state averages in 2015-16: 
¶ Lashon 3rd graders performed at 65% ΨƳet or exceededΩ standards in ELA compared to 42% at 

comparison elementary schools, оп҈ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ district, and 43% at the 
state. 

¶ Lashon 3rd graders performed at 61% ΨƳet or exceededΩ standards in Math compared to 45% at 
comparison elementary schools, оу҈ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ district, and 46% at the 
state.7 
 

 
 

                                                 
7 Source: http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/SB2015 
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CAASPP Subgroup Scores 
[ŀǎƘƻƴΩǎ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /!!{ttΦ [ŀǎƘƻƴΩǎ Hispanic/Latino students 
and students qualifying for Free and Reduced Price Lunch (FRPL) outperformed the resident comparison 
schools, district, and the state in ELA and Math in 2015-16.  Specifically: 

¶ Hispanic/Latino students in 3rd grade achieved 50҈ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ 9[! 
compared to 37% in 3rd grade at comparison elementary schools, 28% at the district, and 30% at 
the state. Hispanic/Latino students in 3rd grade achieved 42҈ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ 
Math compared to 38% in 3rd grade at comparison elementary schools, 32% at the district and 
34% at the state.  

¶ Similarly, students qualifying for Free and Reduced Price Lunch in 3rd grade ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ рс҈ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ 
ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ 9[! ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 40% in 3rd grade at comparison elementary schools, 
28% at the district and 29% at the state. Students qualifying for Free and Reduced Price Lunch in 
3rd grade ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ рл҈ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ aŀǘƘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 44% at the 
Comparison Elementary schools, 32% at the District and 32% at the state.8    

 

 

                                                 
8 Source: http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/SB2015 
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Overall, proficiency rates across the state as assessed on the CAASPP assessment have been lower than 
was seen on the previous California Standards Tests (CSTs), particularly for ELs and students with 
disabilities. Lashon did not have a statistically significant number of third grade English Learners or 
students with disabilities and thus could not show official scores.9  Though not a significant number of 
students, these subgroups performed on par with or above the performance of students in these 
subgroups at comparison elementary schools, the district and the state.10 

(b) English Learners and Reclassification 

In 2016-17, 62% of Lashon students were English Learners. Due to the high number of English Learners 
at Lashon, implementing strategies for supporting studentsΩ English language acquisition has been a 
priority. Reclassification rates have only slightly improved over time. Below is a comparison chart that 
ǎƘƻǿǎ [ŀǎƘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ district and the state. In 2015-
16, we reclassified 11% of our students compared to 12% reclassified in comparison schools, 17% at the 
district, and 11% reclassified in the state.  In 2016-17, Lashon reclassified 12% of students, compared to 
20% at comparison schools, 12% at the district and 11% at the state.11  We have sustained the current 
reclassification rate over the past two years; however it is critical that we continue to increase the 
number of students we are reclassifying as English Proficient. We have identified this as a priority in the 
next term of the charter, and we have described our strategy in more detail in the section below 
describing areas of challenge.  
 

                                                 
9 Source: http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/SB2015 
10 Source: http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/SB2015 

11 Source: CDE DataQuest (Enrollment) 2015-16 and 2016-17. **District-level data is not available by specific grade or grade 
span; these figures include ALL grades, K-12, or for API purposes, all tested grade levels (2-11). 
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 (c)  LAUSD Oversight Audit Results 

[!¦{5Ωǎ Charter Schools Division (CSD) has consistently provided strong ratings on its annual 
comprehensive and detailed site visits of Lashon. In both of the last two Oversight Visits, LAUSD staff 
concluded that Lashon was proficient in all areas. Lashon Academy earned a 4, the highest possible 
score, for student achievement on its most recent visit. In the areas of student achievement, 
organizational data, programs and operations, the CSD noted many strengths. The most recent report 
ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ άThe school has substantially implemented and monitors the components of the charter's 
instructional program designed to meet the learning needs of all students, including its subgroups, and 
generally modifies instruction based on data analysis. The newly appointed Head of Curriculum and 
Instruction helps to monitor the instructional program through regular classroom observations and 
student academic data analysis, and offers coaching, support and professional development to teachers 
ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀƴȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƴŜŜŘΦ ¢ƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
English Language Development (ELD) leveled groups are organized for students to receive targeted 
instruction. Also, a small-group intervention program offers tutoring to students who are not performing 
at the Proficient or Advanced levels in the reading curriculum. The school also facilitates an after school 
5-week SBAC preparation course once/week for 1.5 hours in both Math and ELAΦέ12 Additionally, the 
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ άThe school is fully implemented the key features of the 
educational program described in the charter, and its mission to, ΨǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ Yπс ƎǊŀŘŜ 
students to be ǎŜƭŦπŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ Χ ƛƴ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛπƭƛƴƎǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩ is being supported through several efforts. The school offers a partial-
immersion environment in which the Hebrew language is used in various aspects of the school program 
and curriculum in addition to a daily period of formal Hebrew instruction. Selected subjects, such as art, 
music, social studies and physical education are conducted in Hebrew and English through a co-teaching 
model with both an English-speaking instructor and a Hebrew-speaking instructor. The Readers and 

                                                 
12 Lashon Annual Performance Based Oversight Report 2015-2016. 
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Writers workshop model is infused with Modern Hebrew to support proficiency in both languages. The 
school also integrates service learning in the curriculum to reinforce values of citizenship, community 
and social responsibility. Examples of recent service learning projects include classroom participation in 
making toiletry kits for the homeless, and students making blankets to donate to the local animal 
shelter.έ   

According to the 2015-мс wŜǇƻǊǘΣ [ŀǎƘƻƴΩǎ άΧ Hebrew dual language immersion program, along with 
the integration of Hebrew through non-academic times such as snack, PE, voice and dance, supports the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ bŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ was the addition of a Hebrew voice 
instructor to expose students to Hebrew in a conversational and instructional model, and the integration 
ƻŦ IŜōǊŜǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ .ŀǎŜŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ όt.[ύ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦέ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
the report άΧǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ-based instructional program, the school creates 
pacing guides that outline the Common Core standards throughout the year; implements a school wide 
writing assessment each trimester and focuses on writing instruction among all subject areas; provides 
professional development opportunities that focus on unpacking the standards; and has hired Literacy 
Partners, Inc. to provide approximately 19 days of support via mentoring, training, and support in the 
instruction of RŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ //{{Φ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ-
ōŀǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ //{{Φέ13 LAUSD highlighted these 
and other strengths in the areas of student achievement, operations, management and programs.  

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ [!¦{5Ωǎ /{5 ǘŜŀƳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ [ŀǎƘƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ Promising Practice for its workshop model 
and was asked to host a visit for other schools to learn about developing and implementing this model. 
Lashon also presented at this visit on the following:  

¶ how the use of the workshop model delivers a balanced instructional approach.  

¶ strategies and ideas on how to build capacity in teachers to differentiate instruction in a 
classroom of heterogeneous learners.  

¶ how the workshop model fosters independent learners - motivated to assume responsibility for 
their learning, establishing learning goals and monitoring their own learning. 

(d) Average Daily Attendance 

In addition to academic achievement data, Lashon has had strong Average Daily Attendance (ADA) over 
the last three years, averaging 96% thus far in 2016-17 and showing significant growth from previous 
years. Lashon administrative staff members have worked diligently to ensure that students are in school 
by tracking attendance, chronic absenteeism, truancy and suspension, if applicable.  
 

                                                 
13 Lashon Annual Performance Based Oversight Report 2015-2016. 
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(e)  Internal Assessment Data: Interims, Reading, and NWEA MAP Assessments 

[ŀǎƘƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǾŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
nationally normed NWEA MAP benchmark assessments, Fountas and Pinnell reading assessments, and 
through internally-created interim assessments. NWEA MAP assessments are nationally normed 
assessments that are administered in Math and Reading. Scores have been found to be predictive of 
performance on the CAASPP exams.14 The Fountas and Pinnell reading assessment is a systematic 
approach to small-group reading instruction and student progress that is research-based and widely 

used in elementary education.15  Finally, the interim assessments provide data that informs instruction 
throughout the school year. These interim assessments have been a useful tool in predicting student 
performance on the CAASPP assessment.  
 
Lashon Academy provides a data-driven culture where student assessment results from a variety of 
assessments are at the heart of all professional conversations about student work, achievement and 
professional development. Teachers analyze benchmark and assessment data to monitor student 
achievement, determine student strengths and needs, and share successful strategies and techniques. 
Teachers use this data to guide their instructional planning for the upcoming week, to identify re-teach 
standards, and to revise lessons to incorporate the re-teach standards. School-wide, benchmark and 
assessment data is used to identify areas of growth, informing professional development. 
 
Based upon these analyses, teachers collaborate during schoolwide Professional Development to create 
a Plan of Action (POA) for each of their students. These data-driven analyses enable teachers to set 
individual student goals for the six-week cycle to teach the skills, strategies, ŀƴŘ άǿƻǊŘ ǿƻǊƪέ ǘƘŜ 
assessments have identified. Teachers form their guided reading and guided writing groupings based 
upon these analyses as well. Students are grouped by need rather than by reading level, allowing 
teachers to address identified gaps in student knowledge immediately and in a focused way, and 

                                                 
14 Linking the Smarter Balanced Assessment and the NWEA MAP Test. NWEA. January 2017. 
15 http://www.fountasandpinnell.com/research/ 
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allowing students to make steady progress towards grade level process. This process is replicated in all 
core subjects using subject-specific formative and summative assessments.  
 
The system of ongoing formative assessments track the learning of state benchmarks, performance 
indicators and key ideas. These assessments allow teachers to identify students in need of remediation 
in specific skill areas and to provide the appropriate academic support necessary for mastery of the 
content and skills and success on the CAASPP assessments and beyond. 
 
Teacher-generated assessments include both formative and summative assessments. Grade level 
teachers collaborate and create tests based upon the goals for each of the units of study during the 
embedded professional development time (see daily schedule and school calendar). Item analyses will 
be conducted to determine necessary re-teaching. Formative assessments deliver information during 
the instructional process ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
use of data to drive instruction. Both teachers and students use formative assessment results to make 
decisions about what actions to take to promote further learning. Formative assessment, or assessment 
for learning, supports learning in two ways: 

¶ Teachers can adapt instruction on the basis of evidence, making changes and improvements 
that will yield benefits to student learning. 

¶ Students can use evidence of their current progress to actively manage and adjust their own 
learning. 

 
NWEA MAP Assessments: Proficiency and Growth 
From 2015-2017, Lashon Academy has administered the NWEA MAP assessments twice a year, in the 
Fall and Spring, to measure growth and proficiency over the course of the year. Lashon also administers 
this assessment mid-year as a formative assessment for teachers to adjust instruction and leveled 
groupings. Lashon Academy has performed consistently well in both math and reading on the NWEA 
MAP assessments. The data below shows student performance from Spring 14-15 to Spring 16-17; 
Lashon Academy students have shown consistent growth in both math and English language arts.  
 
From 2014-15 to 2016-17, Lashon students grew from 60% meeting and exceeding proficiency to 65% 
meeting and exceeding proficiency on the math MAP assessment. The percentage of students in the 
ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ψƴƻǘ ƳŜetingΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ с҈ ŦǊƻƳ нлмп-15 to 2016-17. 
 



20 

 
 
As seen in the data below, over the same tiƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ [ŀǎƘƻƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎǊŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ см҈ ΨƳŜǘ 
and exceeded ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΩ ǘƻ сс҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ exceeded ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΩ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ 
ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ΨƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƳŜǘΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ р҈ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΩ ōŀƴŘΦ 
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The data below shows performance by grade level and subject from 2014-15 to 2016-17. Lashon 
Academy students achieved in the 62nd percentile in reading and the 59th percentile in math on the 
Spring 2016-17 administration of the assessment.  
 
Lashon students demonstrated the following performance: 

¶ Kindergarten: 73rd percentile in Math and 72nd percentile in Reading 

¶ First Grade: 68th percentile in Math and 64th percentile in Reading 
¶ Second Grade: 69thpercentile in Math and 70thpercentile in Reading 
¶ Third Grade: 26th percentile in Math and 51st percentile in Reading 
¶ Fourth Grade: 59th percentile in Math and 62nd percentile in Reading 

 
From 2014-15 to 2016-17, Lashon student performance grew across every grade level except third 
grade.16 

 

 
 

                                                 
16 Some additional context about this particular third grade class: from 2015-16 to 2016-17, this class grew by 17 students, 36% 
of whom had IEPs and 50% of whom came in below grade level. Lashon Academy is working hard to bring this group up to 
higher levels of proficiency by focusing more heavily on intervention and differentiation strategies within the workshop model. 
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NWEA MAP Performance and Growth by Cohort 
The NWEA MAP assessment allows for schools to measure growth of a specific cohort of students over 
time.17 The following data show the performance of a cohort of students that started at Lashon 
Academy in kindergarten, measuring their proficiency each Spring in kindergarten, first grade, and 
second grade. The data shows that students demonstrated growth in reading and math from the Spring 
assessment in 2014-15 to the Spring assessment in 2016-17.  
 
In 2014-15, this particular cohort achieved 45% Ψmet and exceeded proficiency ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ рп҈ Ψmet 
ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ proficiency in reading. Two years later, this cohort of students had shown remarkable 
growthΣ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ рр҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ су҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ 
in reading.  
 
 

                                                 
17 NWEA MAP sets goals based on expected levels of student growth, factoring in a number of data points, including norm-

referenced data, time of year, age of student, previous levels of proficiency, etc. Growth is measured not just as a student 
demonstrating increased proficiency from the previous test but also whether they grew to meet the expectation of growth per 
b²9! a!tΩǎ ŀƭƎƻǊƛǘƘƳΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ b²9!Σ άIf a school or district only has 50% of students meeting or exceeding their growth 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǇƻƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ς instead, this should be viewed as the students in a school or 
district showing growth consistent with what we would likely expect to observe." Source: Interpreting the Percentage of 
Students Meeting or Exceeding Their Growth Projections, https://www.nwea.org/blog/2013/interpreting-percentage-students-
meeting-exceeding-growth-projections. 
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The proficiency trendline chart below highlights the amount of growth that the cohort 
demonstrated over the past three assessments. This cohort has grown by 10% in math and 13% 
in reading.  
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The chart below highlights the conditional growth percentile of the cohort,18 which enables us to 
compare the growth in performance of Lashon Academy students compared to similar students 
nationally. In 2015-мсΣ ос҈ ƻŦ [ŀǎƘƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
similar students nationally on the NWEA MAP math assessment. By 2016-17, this grew to 56% of 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ growth on the MAP math assessment.  
 

                                                 
18 NWEA MAP sets goals based on expected levels of student growth, factoring in a number of data points, including norm-

referenced data, time of year, age of student, previous levels of proficiency, etc. Growth is measured not just as a student 
demonstrating increased proficiency from the previous test but also whether they grew to meet the expectation of growth per 
b²9! a!tΩǎ ŀƭƎƻǊƛǘƘƳΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ b²9!Σ άIf a school or district only has 50% of students meeting or exceeding their growth 
projections, this shouldnΩǘ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǇƻƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ς instead, this should be viewed as the students in a school or 
district showing growth consistent with what we would likely expect to observe." Source: Interpreting the Percentage of 
Students Meeting or Exceeding Their Growth Projections, https://www.nwea.org/blog/2013/interpreting-percentage-students-
meeting-exceeding-growth-projections. 
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In 2015-мсΣ он҈ ƻŦ [ŀǎƘƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ b²9! a!t ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
assessment. By 2016-мтΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜǿ ǘƻ пт҈ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ΨƳŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ a!t 
reading assessment. 

 
 
NWEA MAP Subgroup Performance and Growth 
[ŀǎƘƻƴΩǎ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǇŜǊŦƻrmance and growth over time. Overall, all 
subgroups showed increases in proficiency on the NWEA MAP assessment from 2014-2015 to 2016-17. 
These areas of growth were most pronounced when we examined students who moved from Ψnearly 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΩ ǘƻ Ψmeeting standards,Ω suggesting that Lashon is successfully moving many students 
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toward the higher levels of critical thinking. We have reflected the proficiency and growth below in the 
following charts.  
 
English learners grew in both English language arts and math. In math, ELs ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎǊŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ пн҈ ΨƳŜǘ 
and exceededΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ см҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘedΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ, nearly 20% growth. In English 
language arts, EL studentǎ ƎǊŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ пл҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ нлмр-мс ǘƻ ро҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ 
exceededΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ нлмс-17.  
 
Students with disabilities grew in both reading and math as well. In math, these students grew from 15% 
ΨƳŜǘ and exceededΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛency to 42҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ In reading, these students grew 
ŦǊƻƳ от҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ н015-мс ǘƻ сп҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ нлмс-17.  
 
Students qualifying for free and reduced price lunch have maintained strong performance in both 
reading and math. In math, these students grew from 58҈ ΨƳŜǘ and exceededΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ см҈ ΨƳŜǘ 
and exceededΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ со҈ ΨƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘedΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎiency in 
2014-15 and in 2016-17.  
 

 
 



27 

 
 
The data below shows ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ [ŀǎƘƻƴΩǎ ǎǳōƎǊƻǳǇǎ from the Fall to Spring 
assessments 2015-16 and 2016-17. The conditional growth percentile enables us to compare the growth 
in performance of Lashon scholars compared to similar students nationally. 
 
English learners grew in both reading and math. In math, EL students grew from 53҈ Ψmet and 
exceededΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ as compared to similar students nationally to 62҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ growth. In 
reading, E[ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎǊŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ по҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ нлмр-мс ǘƻ рл҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ 
growth in 2016-17.  
 
Students with disabilities grew in both reading and math as well. In math, these students grew from 23% 
Ψmet and exceededΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƻ см҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ growth. In reading, these students grew from 
от҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ нлмр-мс ǘƻ сл҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ нлмс-17.  
 
Students qualifying for free and reduced price lunch have maintained strong growth in both reading and 
math. In math, these students grew from 47҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƻ рф҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ 
growth. Lƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ пу҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ нлмр-16 and fell just 
ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘƻ пс҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ нлмс-17. 
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The data below specifically addresses the performance and growth of students broken down by race. 
Hispanic/Latino students have shown strong performance and growth over the past three years in math 
and reading. In math, ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ пс҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ро҈ Ψmet 
and exceededΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ рм҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ 
ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ рс҈ Ψmet and exceededΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ 
 


